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For The Sunday-School Times. 
CHILDREN’S PRAYERS. 


BY MRS. J. E. MC CONAUGHY. 


KNEW some good deacons and elders 

who would smile, or else frown, at the 
idea of a child’s simple prayer being 
heard and attended to as promptly as 
the learned petitions of grown-up people. 
They would be almost shocked at the 
irreverence of one who should encourage 
a child to go to the Lord with his little 
troubles and wants and ask for help in 
any other than Bible phraseology. They 
believe children should be taught to 
pray, but it is with the vague idea that 
it is to do them good some time in the 
future ; that “ it will come to them” like 
the catechism. I think that some, un- 
consciously perhaps, consider the “ Bible 
twang,” which the good Scotch grandame 
regarded as sacred as the Book, as also 
essential to effectual prayer. 

But what a comfort it is that God’s 
ways are so different from man’s ways, 
and his thoughts from their thoughts. 
He bids the little children come unto 
him and rebukes even a disciple who 
would forbid them. He has given us 
abundant evidence that he does hear and 
answer the prayers of the little ones. 

A little boy had a very sore hand, and 
the doctors decided that it must be cut 
off to save his life. A day was fixed 


for the painful operation. The child 
went off into the garden and wept 
bitterly. Then he knelt down and prayed 
earnestly that God would spare his poor 
hand. The morning came and with it 
the dreaded doctors; but when they ex- 
amined the hand they found it had won- 
derfully improved, and they resolved to 
wait awhile. It was soon entirely well. 
In later years that saved right hand often 
taught in the pulpit the lesson that God 
does answer even children’s prayers. 

A little boy, who had been taught to 
believe literally that “the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered,” and that 
God notices even the smallest things that 


garden when he lost the little table bell 
among the weeds. He searched for it 
some time, and then bethought him to 
pray that God would show him the spot 
where it was. In a minute more he 
almost stepptd on it. 

A Sabbath-school girl I knew very well 
was gathering huckleberries in the pine 
woods. She had one large basket filled, 
and thought she would set it down 
and come for it again before she went 
home. It is easy to get bewildered in 
these woods, and when she came to look 
for her basket she could not find it. She 
searched a long time and was very much 
distressed at the loss, which would be 
a serious onetoher. Suddenly it came to 
her mind, “God knows just where that 
basket is. I will ask him to show me.” 
She kneeled down and prayed earnestly 
for guidance. When she rose she 
went on hopefully exactly to the spot 
where the basket stood. 








For The i OI Times. 
BALM FOR THE BUTTED. 


BY MARGARET BROOKE, 


NE of our New York dailies gives 

advisory space, on its first page, to 
the unlucky race of singers who are rich 
only in the pleasures of hope and laby- 
rinthic fancies. Alas! for the incipient 
Longfellows and Whittiers and Lowells 
and Brownings, male and female, whose 
little spark of fire is thus coldly dashed 
upon, with a falling thermometer at ten 
below zero! 

The principle adopted by most critics 
(save the mark !) is perhaps a just one; 
this principle of applying a universal ex- 
tinguisher, since the immortal flame of 
the true poet, like the toad of M. Marge- 
lidet, the French naturalist, will live, 
despite the hermetical sealing of a stony- 
hearted scientist, through a succession of 
weary years, and leap irrepressibly into 
action at the end. Turning thus to na- 





concern us, was one day playing in the. 





ture for an illustration we are tempted 
by “a happy thought” to remain with 
the tree-toads and their companions just 
a moment, to wonder if a daily paper 
were to be issued among the songsters of 
the forest, whether the critic thereof 
would consign the mocking-bird to a 
“mute, inglorious” existence, just be- 
cause he happened to drop into a cuckoo’s 
measure to-day, and perhaps give effect- 
ively a nightingale’s quaver to-morrow, 
laughing the while at the bird’s pot-pourri, 
because like “the beggar’s dinner of hash 
and plum-pudding,” these things “don’t 
mix up well” at all, at all. Poor little 
mocking-bird! And you too, poor little 
tree-toad! Perhaps for the very reason 
that you venture to pour your gift of 


voice out ofa tree-toad’s throat you will 


be. condemned again, and again, 
ignoble silence, by a succession of w 
turalists, through infinitudes of time! 
Or it may be only in the interest of sci- 
ence that this shall be done, even as in 
the interest of pure Art, the critic, in 
the daily referred to, tells the trembling 
poet not to print, inasmuch as he possi- 
bly has some enemy who may profanely 
turn his verse into ridicule; and not to 
plant a flower-bed, because the “ mob of 
gentlemen” may in derision trample it 
down. As if a poet was ever so worldly- 
wise as to think of such result! 


But indeed, dear dajly, there is one 
thing you should not do. You should 
not under any provocation, whatever, 
advise these poor beings to plant nettles 
instead! Nettles grow naturally enough 
without any planting, save the devil’s 
own. Rather let us have sun-flowers of 
the commonest kind, and stock-gillies 
and peonies ; yes, even the mock-orange ; 
anything that suggests a garden, rather 
than a wild tazgle of prickly nettles, sul- 
lenly allowed to grow in pusillanimous 
fear of a neighbor’s slighting remark, or 
it may be, of an aftermath of fennel-leaf 
that shall embitter the memory of abor- 
tive roses! L 

So then, O Poet, or hapless Poetaster, 
if thou be he, cultivate thy daisy-seeds ; 
weed thy little plot of ground of its gen- 
erous weeds; and when thy plant has 
bloomed, if so be it seemeth to thee to 
bear a flower, do not feel too much shame 
to let it see the light. The good editor, 
who is practically a florist, will soon con- 
vince thee of the futility of thy attempt, 


if thou art proven by him to have missed | 


thy calling. He has too many good 
things offered not to detect pretty surely 
what is worthless; and if he encourages 
thee, it is at least worth thy while to 
continue; that is, “if thou hast any- 
thing to say,” 








For The Sunday-School Ran 
A PARABLE. 


[FROM THE GERMAN OF LESSING, ] 





BY LILLIE E. BARR, 
L 
One day a sheep to Zeus came : 
“ Father,” she said, “if I complain, 
I pray thee not to blame me ; 
But I am so defence ess left, 
That of all rights I am bereft, 
And all do rob and maim me.” 


IL. 
‘ Poor sheep!” the god replied, “I see 
Thou art ill fit for victory ; 
Now how shall I complete thee’ 
Wilt thou have teeth to tear thy foes ” 
Or shall I set thy feet with claws, 
So all shall fear to meet thee ?” 
III. 
“O Father |" said the gentle sheep, 
“* Be pleased these dreadful things to keep— 
I should not dare to use them ; 
I would not be a beast of prey, 
Nor from my grassy meadow stray, 
Forgive, if I refuse them.” 
IV. 
“ Well, then, if close within thy lips 
I hide the fatal poison tips, 
This would, indeed, befriend thee!" 
‘Ah! but the poisoned serpent tribe 
Are hated so, both far and wide, 
I would not so amend me.” 
. & 
“ But this, good sheep, 's the stern decree ; 
From wrongs thou only canst be free, 
By wronging those that grieve thee.” 
“ Ah, then, dear Father, let me be! 
The power might breed the wish in me— 
And so, I pray thee, leave me. 
VL 
“ Better to suffer than do wrong; 
I might be cruel were I strong— 
So let me be prevented.” 
Then smiled the god, “‘ My blessing keep, 
And man shall guard thee kindly, sheep, 
So go thy ways content: d.” 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
FEARLESSNESS. 


BY MARY B, DODGE, 


HAT is the charm which holds 
people spell-bound at Niagara, 
having once gone there? Is it the great 
body of water, the bulk? Surely, no. 
Is it the height of the Fall as seen from 
below, or yet the depth as viewed from 
above? Againand again,no. But rather 
the fearlessness with which the river 
moves rapidly to its goal, and of which 
the inspiration is so strong to control, 
that you feel as though you, too, must 
do something equally great and intrepid, 
reaching out your soul to the eternity 
that waits, even as these massive waters 
are drawn to their abyss beyond. And 
so, I think, if there is one quality more 
than another in a right-minded person 
that exerts over others by subtle attract- 
iveness an unconscious influence, it is 
fearlessness ; remembering always that it 
is the right-minded of whom we speak. 
Turning from the greatest in nature 








162 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. TIMES. 





March 13, 1875. 





to the least of humanity, what is more 
ennobling than the fearless confidence of 
a little child? Meeting one of these 
little ones that had lost its way, if it 
were to lay its hand trustingly into yours, 
showing no doubt of either your willing- 
ness or ability to help it, you would suffer 
any detention rather than disappoint its 
faith, And now, turning from the child 
to the dumb creature, I know a young 
lady who has had many pets, tamed by 
her attention and gentleness; but among 
all these that I have seen, none is so 
charming to me as a bright little Canary 
bird that without fear comes up to kiss me 
whenever I approach the cage—for the 
sugar with which my lips are stored in ad- 
vance—never turning even a sidewise 
glance to seeif I offer him aught but bless- 
ing. It seems as though his pure nature 
has no room for suspicion, and the best of 
my heart, therefore, goes out at the mo- 
ment in answer to the white purity of his, 
which nurses no shadow of doubt that all 
is not what it seems. His fearlessness 
has something of that quality of exalta- 
tion in it that lifts the soul of the ob- 
server with the force, greater or less, of 
all large expression. 

We all know how eloquence fires and 
lifts and carries before it a hitherto apa- 
thetic audience; and yet eloquence is 
nothing but a free, fearless expression of 
what is in the soul of the speaker; the 
words coming forth unhindered by what 
this one or that one may be thinking, 
and so swaying in great measure by mere 
boldness of utterance. It is the power 
of freedom—the freedom of spirit which 
is carried above care by loftier interests— 
and is not hampered by any of the petty 
things which clog the motions of matter 
on its always level plane. And nothing 
augurs so masterfully for the upliftedness 
of the spiritual kingdom than the power 
it wields from its height over the mate- 
rial creation, Herein lies the secret of 
hero-worship, which is not dead yet, 
though some of the cavillers of to-day 
would bid us think so, 


As Ralph Waldo Emerson said but 
lately in his lecture of the Lyceum course, 
at Concord: “ We reckon the bar, the 
senate, journalism and the pulpit peace- 
ful professions; but you cannot escape 
the demand for courage in these, and 
certainly there is no true orator who is 
not a hero. . . . The orator must 
often stand with forward feet in the atti- 
tude of the defensive. His speech must 
be just ahead of the assembly—ahead of 
the whole human race, or it is superfluous, 
His speech is not to be distinct from 
action, It is the electricity of action. It 
is action as the general’s word 6f com- 
mand, and the chart of battle is action. 
You go to a town meeting 
where the people are called to some dis- 
agreeable duty, such as often occurred 
d=:ring the war—on an occasion of a new 
draft, for instance, They go unwillingly ; 
they have spent their money once or 
twice very freely; they have sent their 
best men—the young and ardent—those 
of a martial temperament, who answered 
the first draft or the second, and it is not 
easy to see who else can be spared or in- 
duced to go. The silence and coldness 
of the assembly, after the meeting has 
been called to order and the purpose 
stated, are not very encouraging. Then 
a good man rises in the cold and malicious 
assembly, and they say, ‘ Well, sir, it 
would be more prudent to be silent; 
why not rest, sir, on your good record? 
Nobody doubts your power, but for the 
present object, we know all about it. We 
are tired of being pushed into patrictism 
by people who stay at home.’ But he, 
taking no counsel of such things, but 
only of the inspiration of his to-day’s 
feelings, surprises them with his tidings, 





with his better knowledge, his larger 
view, his steady gaze at the new future, 
of which they had not thought, and they 
are interested like so many children, and 
he gains the victory by prophesying 
where they expected repetition. He 
knew they were looking behind, and he 
was looking ahead, and therefore it was 
right to speak. Then the observers say, 
‘ What a Godsend is this manner of man 
to a town, and what faculties he has! 
He is put together like a Waltham watch, 
or like a locomotive finished at the Tre- 
degar Works.’ And yet what would 
this man be but for his fearlessness? A 
very good man perhaps, and a very just 
thinker it may be; but would he be a 
hero? Could he rule so like a king?” 

And now come with me into the family, 
and see who has influence with the chil- 
dren. Is it the silent partner in the mari- 
tal firm—the husband or the wife, too 
unconvinced, or too timid to speak in 
defence of truth? Or is it rather the 
one whose nervous energy and fearless 
faith stamps its beliefs upon the plastic 
minds around, that wait the engraver’s 
and decorator’s hand? Your answer is 
ready, and therefore do I repeat, it is 
fearlessness that moves both heaven and 
earth to its desire, It is fearlessness, 
which is faith, that has cinctured the 
world with a wire, electrically charged 
with that world’s civilization. It is fear- 
lessness, which is faith, that has over- 
thrown mountains of tyranny and re- 
placed them with the infinite surges of 
inexhaustible liberty. It is fearlessness, 
which is faith, that is to inaugurate the 
millenium and bring down heaven to 
earth, to insure to us the promised reign 
of peace and good will of which our 
happy Christmas gives a glowing glimpse. 

And now, having irresistibly mounted 
the wings of my subject, and allowed it 
to carry me, perhaps, further into space 
than the readers of The Times may care 
to follow, I would come back on the self- 
same wings to my starting place, and 
earnestly commend every reader, little or 
big, out of the experience from which 
cometh knowledge if not wisdom, to go 
fearlessly forward in any path conscien- 
tiously chosen, 

If you are a little boy or girl, desiring 
information, do not be afraid, through 
timidity, or much less vanity, to ask it. 
If you have done something wrong, and 
sharp eyes question you thereof, through 
forbidding spectacles, circled bya gloomy 
horizon, do not be afraid to acknowledge 
it. Ten to one your very fearlessness 
will avert the catastrophe you dread; 
and in any event strength will have been 
gained for a succeeding similar trial, and 
the peace that will come of it will be the 
“ peace which passeth all understanding.” 
If you are a wife, and dread a tyrannical 
husband’s displeasure, be fearless still 


in avowing the truth, and you will have 
won the respect, which is a far more sub- 
stantial basis for later love than all the 
maiden graces of youth and beauty, with 
which you charmed in the earlier, hal- 
cyon days. And if you are a husband, 
well, then, the same rule holds 
even better. If it is a friendship you 
would preserve, a near and close one, or 
even one of tenuous interlacings which 
you would hold from estrangement, be 
frank and fearless Always; and the friend 
if worth retaining will be yours forever : 
for love, the love that is born of God 
(and that which by this name and 
is not born of , is no love at all), is 
compact of the essential essence of fear- 
lessness! And the proof thereof is in 
the simple statement that “perfect love 
casteth out fear.” 





“T am CALLED,”’—Once in a city court 
a very small man was pushing his way 
through the crowd. Some one sternly 
inquired, “ What are you pushing for?” 
‘“*Why,” said he, “did you not hear? 
I am called.’ Instantly all made way. 














Just so when the Redeemer wants you. 
Stand away, devils ; stand away, doubts; 
stand away, fears; stand away, angels— 
everybody! Christ callsme. Stand away! 
“T am called.” 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


NOTHING NEW. 


BY E. P. P. 


I can only tell you what I saw: 
An old apple woman, at dead of night, 

When the frost was keen, and the winds were raw, 
On the curbstone sitting, by a street lamp light. 


With a trembling, twisted hand she drew 
A ragged shawl ‘round her summer dress; 
But the winds went searching her through and 
through, 
With a bitter and mockingly keen caress. 


Her story was written o’er fourscore years ; 
Her face had but one expression at last! 
Nothing new ; nothing strange ; only the old hot 
tears— 
Youth, beauty, and hope, all dead in the past. 


Till twelve by the clock, and the streets were lone, 
She waited and watched for a penny more; 

Then rose from her borrowed seat with a moan, 
And stumbled away with her scanty store. 


Where she went! How she lived! too much like 
them all! 
A few keep home; most have none to keep; 
But live, as you know, in kennel or stall; 
And die where all are too wretched to weep. 


That is all; only what, in passing, I saw, 
In the rich Broadway, many a night,— 
Like your mother or mine; when the winds were 
raw, 
On the curbstone sitting by a street lamp light. 





For The Punday-School Times. , 
CHINESE NEW YEAR IN SAN 
FRANCISCO. 


BY MRS, SARAH B, COOPER, 


E have just had another violent at- 
tack of Chinese New Year. The 
maddening malady has been upon us in 
its might. But we are now convalescing ; 
or, to change the figure, the tidal wave of 
festivity is at its ebb. The moon of the 
New Year is now in apogee, and the 
luna-tics who have been holding him 
carnival are again lapsing into their 
wonted lucid sobriety, whereat both we 
and they are to be felicitated. 

The Chinese New Year occurs some- 
time between the 21st of January and 
the 19th of February, being determined 
by the first new moon after the sun enters 
Aquarius, the water-bearer. The first 
reviving of the spring-time seems to have 
fixed the period. As the Chinese year is 
composed of lunar months, twelve do not 
suffice for its completion, and an inter- 
calary month is added, when necessary, 
thus making a difference of some twenty 
days in the year that ensues, This year 
New Year’s day fell upon the 5th of Feb- 
ruary, and the festivities pertaining 
thereto were of more than ordinary in- 
terest. On Thursday, the 4th, the day 
preceding the New Year, we were privi- 
leged a thorough visit of inspection 
through the Chinese quarter, under the 
guidance of Rev. Dr. Loomis, of the 
Presbyterian Mission, whose popularity 
among the Chinese insures open sesame to 
the most secluded and inaccessible locali- 
ties. 

The festivities of the New Year are 
more generally observed than any other 
in the Chinese calendar. The ceremo- 
nies connected with its observance out- 
rank all others in prominence and con- 
tinuance. Preparations are going for- 
ward for its celebration for some time 
previous to its arrival. Large quantities 
of provisions are secured for feasts and 
sacrifices. The streets of the Chinese 
quarter are lined with tables and rude 
stands, improvised for the occasion, laden 
with fruits, meats, fish, articles of dress 
and fancy, Chinese lanterns, fire-works, 
and artificial flowers. All Chinadom is 
astir, Everybody is out purchasing in 





advance of New Year’s day; for, on that 
day, all business will be suspended, and 
there will be slim chance then of obtain- 
ing even the everyday necessaries. Pre- 
sents are also purchased in liberal quan- 
tities, for this is their time of friendly 
interchange. Then, too, a great spasm 
of cleanliness seizes the dwellers in Chi- 
natown, and such a rubbing, and secrub- 
bing, and whitewashing, and painting is 
seldom seen in this usually degenerate 
locality. Everything is brushed up and 
clarified. Even the signs over the busi- 
ness-houses are freshened and beautified ; 
and the little strips of red and gilt paper 
over the doors and entrances to dwell- 
ings, on which some mystic motto is in- 
scribed, are taken down and replaced 
with newly-written devices and inscrip- 
tions. Many of these are quaint and 
suggestive. Dr. Loomis translated them 
for us, and we recall some of the more 
pertinent ones: “Let happiness abide 
within !” “ Tranquillity is a guest here !” 
“‘ May the blessings of the gods descend 
upon this door!” ‘The home of the 
genii!” “ Happiness and welcome with- 
in!” The word fuh—* happiness”—was 
to be seen almost everywhere. This is 
the prevailing spirit of the New Year. 
No one is expected to make allusion to 
anything sad, not even to those who are 
dead, or dying. Many of the Chinese 
here in San Francisco lost relatives on 
the ill-fated steamer Japan, details of 
which came only a few days before the 
New Year; but no reference whatever 
was made to the sad event during the 
festivities. 

Another inexorable custonf is the 
liquidation or adjustment of all debts 
at the close of the old year. Debt- 
ors are expected to call upon their credi- 
tors and arrange all liabilities. This 
strictly-observed business custom ob- 
viates the expense and difficulty attend- 
ing a resort to legal proceedings. That 
business man is in bad repute among his 
fellows who fails to come up to the re- 
quirements of the New Year in this re- 
gard. His reputation is ruined, and he 
has no show forthe future. Where the 
circumstances are peculiarly aggravated, 
the creditor may carry off the door of 
the delinquent debtor, thus not only ex- 
posing his effects to the rapacious grasp 
of intruders, but opening the way to the 
free entrance of evil spirits and demons 
who shall haunt him continually, while 

“Ghost of many a veteran bill 
Shall hover round his slumbers.” 

There is also a settlement to be made 
with the gods, and they are to be pro- 
pitiated for the coming year. In one of 
the Joss houses, on Jackson Street, we 
witnessed the propitiatory sacrifice of 
three devout devotees who came to pay 
their joint offering together. One carried 
a large basket in which were deposited 
the baked meats, rice, fruits, and wine 
for the god whom they had come to feast. 
A second carried a large package of fire- 
crackers, and other feeble munitions of 
war, wherewith to disperse the evil spirits 
and influences. A third was destined to 
do the worshiping, the others joining by 
proxy. This last proceeded to the small 
counter, which occupied one corner of 
the temple, and purchased a liberal sup- 
ply of incense sticks, candles, &c., and 
after lighting them, placed them in the 
vase in front of the god. He then knelt 
and muttered his prayers, striking his 
head meantime against the floor- with 
much véhemence. After several minutes 
of this devoted worship, he hastily rose 
and beating the gong lustily and long, 
for the purpose of waking the god, he 
again resumed his worship. Meanwhile, 
No. 1 had laid the table in front of the 
god, with the choice viands brought in 
the basket, placing chop-sticks for four 
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(the three worshipers and the god), and 
pouring out wine for each. The nicely 
dressed chicken was not carved, but stood 
in meek attitude of waiting. No.2 was 
arranging his fire-works, which were pre- 
sently set off with a rattle and din that 
made the old temple shake. A quantity 
of mock money was also burned as an 
offering to the god to insure success for 
the coming year. The wine was poured 
over the offering, and the ceremonies 
were ended. The choice viands were re- 
turned to the basket, and the worshipers 
departed for a more protracted feast else- 
where. The ceremonies and festivities 
of New Year’s day itself must be re- 
served for another article. Have we not 
a field for Missionary labor at our very 
doors? The fields are white to the har- 
vest. Who will send forth the laborers? 
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THE SCARLET CORD IN THE 
WINDO W. 


BY THE REV. J. R. MILLER. 


T seemed a very little thing—a red 
cord bound across the window of that 
house on the wall. People passing by 
saw it, but no one took notice of it; no 
one knew that it sheltered that house 
from the impending doom about to burst 
upon the city. 

As I look at it I see in it a little pic- 
ture-sermon. It preaches great truths 
about salvation. 

It was the seal of a covenant made be- 
tween the spies and the woman who 
dwelt in that house. She had dealt kindly 
with them, and they promised to deal 
kindly with her. This scarlet line in the 
window was the token of this covenant. 

The Bible speaks of another covenant, 
a covenant made before the world began, 
between the Father and the Son—a co- 
venant of eternal redemption for all who 
should believe on Jesus. And the seal of 
that covenant is also a scarlet line. I 
see it drawn clear across the Bible. It is 
the blood of the Lamb. I find it first on 
Abel’s altar, and I trace it across every 
page. It appears deep red in Leviticus. 
It runs through the Psalms. I see it in 
Isaiah and all the prophets. Then it 
flashes out in most brilliant crimson in 
the Gospel. At Calvary it is a mighty 
cable, strong enough to anchor a thou- 
sand drifting worlds to the shores of 
eternal life. I trace it through all the 
Epistles. Then in Revelation I see it 
bound across the windows and doors of 
heaven. Salvation is finished. Sin is 
cancelled. .Guilt is put away. The 
penalty has been removed. The Lamb’s 
blood has been shed. And under the 
window of the everlasting covenant, 
across which that scarlet line is bound, 
every chased and hunted soul may flee 
for refuge. It is the home of mercy. 
Justice can never draw its sword there, 
for the sword has fallen already on the 
blessed head of Jesus. That red cord 
seals eternal redemption to every one 
who believes. 

It was a mark of faith. This woman 
believed what the men told her about 
the doom of her city. She believed the 
promise they gave her to spare her life 
when they should come with the conquer- 
ing army. She showed her faith by 
binding the scarlet cord in her window, | 
To that token she trusted. During’ thi’ 
few days that intervened betwegn’'the’ 
departure of the spies and the approach 
of the hosts of God’s army, she had: nd | 
fear. She kept hemblessed.seoretém her 
own breast, and white the people's: hearts 
melted, she was quiet and « emia a 
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every believing soul. It is the scarlet 
line of Christ’s blood bound there. 

If this woman had trusted simply to 
the kindness of these two men; if she 
had even confided in their promises to 
spare her alive, and had not bound this 
cord in the window, she would have 
perished in the general destruction. And 
it is not enough to believe in the tender 
mercy of God, or to lay hold of his pro- 
mises. God has written the offer and 
promise of salvation all over the pages 
of his Word, but there is not one offer or 
promise of salvation save by the blood 
of Jesus. Faith in the blood is the only 
faith that saves. ‘ When I see the blood 
I will pass over.” A sinner may gather 
out of the Bible a thousand beautiful 
sentences about the divine love, and 
wreathe them into a nest for his soul, or 
build them into a refuge; but ifhe neg- 
lects to take the scarlet line of Christ’s 
blood and bind it in the window of his 
hope, he will find all his trust vain. 
Without this no refuge is safe. But God 
looks down upon the world, and wherever 
he sees, in palace or hovel, this red line 
in the window, he says: “There is one of 
my believing ones.” The angels know 
the sign and wherever it appears, they 
encamp around the habitation. . It isa 
mark of true faith. 


“God looks upon the sprinkled blood, 
lt is our only plea.’ 


It was a token of security. A guard 
of ten thousand armed men, stationed 
around that door, would not have been 
such an invincible defence as was that 
bit of red cord bound there. Not a man 
in all that great army of Joshua would 
have lifted his hand against that house, 
or against one of its inmates. 

I turn back the pages. It is a terrible 
night in E:ypt. From end to end of that 
land there is woe. A destroying angel 
has passed over the realm, and in every 
house the first born is dead. But there 
are certain houses in which there is no 
sorrow. Why the distinction? Do you 
see that red blood-stain on the door-posts? 
That was the defence. It was that 
which saved the first-born in those house- 
holds. 

Then I turn over many pages and 
stand at the end of time. The judgment 
day has come. The cup of the world’s 
iniquity is full. The wrath of the King 
burns against all workers of iniquity. 
Not one escapes. All refuges fail. 

But, see, thousands of angels are speed- 
ing here and there, bringing out many 
a household, and leading them away in 
haste before the fire sweeps over a dis- 
solving world. Sometimes they take out 
a whole family; sometimes they knock 
at a door and ask for but one of the in- 
mates, and these are all gathered under 
the shelter of the King’s throne, and then 
swift destruction is let loose on the doomed 
world. 

Who are these that have been led out 
and saved? Those who had bound the, 
scarlet line on their windows. W@héy 
trusted in the atonement of Christ. "yew: 
sees the red and passes over,/""")' vee « 
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hand, It can crush; it can dash in pieces 
mailed defences as easily as shiver the 
potter’s clay; can cleave mountains— 
aye, bow the very heavens. But when 
did it ever break the reed? It was laid 
so gently on the brow of infancy that the 
smiling little one looked up into what 
did not seem a stranger’s eye} and waited 
a benediction. So tender that it wipes 
off tears and heals the broken in heart. 
It is a bountiful hand. It can spread the 
table in the wilderness, and wherever 
opened, satisfieth the desires of every 
living thing. It sprinkles loving benefits, 
and scatters tender mercies. 





A CATASTROPHE. 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 





A timid young hunter, Grimalkin by name, 
One morning set out in pursuit of some game, 
And, looking about with a critical eye, 

A nest full of sparrows he chanced to espy. 


Tt made his mouth water, I haven’t a doubt, 
To see the brown birdies go flying about; 
And he said to himself: “Claws are excellent 


things, 
But I wouldn’t mind having a stout pair of 
wings.” 

The * sar looked down on their blood-thirsty 
And twittored: ‘You never can reach us, we 

now 

We fear not your claws, for our nest is too high | 
And we’re none of us ready to make you a pie. 


The kitten went off in the greatest distress, 
His troubles and trials alike to confess, 
And like a great spinning-wheel loudly he 


purred : —_ 
“Oh! do, if you please, go and catch me a bird.” 


“Indeed, and I won't, you ridiculous elf! 
If you — any birds you must catch them your 
self.” 


’Twas the answer he got to each anxious appeal, 
And his desperate hunger he couldn't conceal. 


He curled himself up at the foot of the tree— 
No sportsman was ever more patient than he— 
So deep and so guileless his slumbers appear, 
The sparrows forget that their enemy’s near. 


They get up a quarrel—those dear little birds— 

And make their home noisy with passionate 
words, 

Till over the door-sill a little one drops, 

And the cat the next minute is licking his chops. 


Oh! need J put down my moral in words, 

My dear little darlings. my beautiful birds? 

To keep from an enemy’s snare, it is best 

There should never be any disputes in the nest. 
—The Independent. 


CLASS PREACHING. 


BY JOHN HALL, D. D, 





N Dr. Hall’s eighth lecture before the 
Yale divinity students occurs the fol- 
lowing passage : 

Some are inclined to class preaching 
They distribute their hearers into “young,” 
“old,” “young men,” “church mem- 
bers,” etc., and make sermons to suit 
each class, formally addressing them as 
they are grouped. The “ working classes” 
are often singled out in Great Britain for 
exhortation. 
done in this way by men who could mot, 
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ful if in an ordinary healthy congrega- 
tion a “sermon to young men” greatly 
increases their number. Better by manly, 
vigorous preaching, bringing divine 
truth to bear on manly pursuits, by exer- 
cising the mind, to make the services ha- 
bitually interesting to men, old and 
young, and so dispel the illusion that re- 
ligion is for women and children. It is 
a great thing to have a congregation to 
which you can habitually say: “Men 
and brethren.” 

“But is there not to be an exception 
in favor of sermons to children?” Prob- 
ably not. After the children have left 
the nursery they generally get their meals 
with the family. This is wise. So it is 
best they should do in the church. In- 
stead of singling them out and giving 
them a surfeit on an exceptional day, it 
is better to put an incident, an anecdote 
into each sermon, and so put it that the 
children shall feel that they are not for- 
gotten. Sothe habit of attending and of 
listening is cultivated in them. Let 
them grow up as part of the Christian 
household and be witnesses of baptisms 
and communions. 





THE ART OF CONVERSA TION. 


LL the newspapers are publishing, in 
a little paragraph, the large fact 
that a certain Baron in Paris, to us ano- 
nymous, offers by advertisement to give 
lessons in Conversation. Terms, $5 a 
month. Moreover, our baronial friend 
will accept invitations to dinner—limited, 
since the human stomach is—and at 
these banquets he will furnish talk as the 
cook does the courses. Better than all, 
our talkative nobleman has perfected 
a colloquial system in which ideas are 
not necessary. You go on chattering 
volubly; you amuse, you entertain, you 
enchant; you seem to be learned, wise, 
philosophical, witty, all-sided; and all 
the while you are only a delicious delu- 
sion and fascinating fraud. Alas! we 
know several persons, more, indeed, than 
several, who are adepts in this mystery, |, 
and who have never had even $5 worth; 
of instruction from the Baron oz #o! many: 
as six lessons from any master</}rdu' if’ 
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men who have written for he hy e- 


until they have forgotten all their Greek, 
and another gentleman just from Oxford 
and dreadfully fresh in his Alpha-Beta- 
Gamma. He at once points out an error 
in the text—a wrong particle and not of 
the least consequence, so far as the sal- 
vation of the world is concerned, He 
waxes indignant at the criminal careless- 
ness of proof-readers, The two also wax 
indignant. “Good heavens!” they cry, 
“what are we coming to?” So the Ox- 
ford man goes away with a great respect 
for their exegetical powers, and then 
--they look into each other’s faces and 
laugh. ‘Awful carelessness!” they say, 
as they smoke over it‘ Baskerville 
would never have made a ‘typo’ like 
that ;” and then they smoke and laugh 
again. There is nothing like assuming 
erudition, though you have it not, Be- 
sides, it is usually safe, especially in this 
country, to take the ignorance of the 
other party for granted, unless you hap- 
pen to know your man too well to try it 
on, If you are a fool, you will some- 
times get caught ; but, being a fool, you 
will not feel it. Accurate knowledge of 
anythirg is the rarest acquisition of this 
superficial time. Don’t be scared ! 

When weare excessively dignified and 
moral, we express a great contempt for 
mere praters, and speak as if a general 
massacre of the whole crowd of them 
would shove us several thousand leagues 
toward the millenium, Can anything 
be more embarrassing than the awful 
silence which sometimes falls down like 
an enormous wet blanket upon a com- 
pany, left to look idiotically in each 
other’s faces, and horribly to hem and 
haw? Is not your gabbler, he or she, a 
heatitude then of vowels and consonants’? 
Your part of the work is but small— 
only a “ Ye-e-es” dropped here and there 
to Sa things bobbing. Sweet then is 
the sounding brass—sweet the tinkling 
cymbal! Is it at dinner? Is not any 
noise better than a clatter of knives and 
forks? Or, if it be at tea, a jingle-jangle 
of the spoons? Or in the evening circle, 
better by far than the thrum of the piano 
and the chirp of the family soprano? So 
when we are sometimes forewarned that 
“Miss Multiglott is coming,” and that 
she “ will talk us to death,” we are not 
in the least frightened, but rather con- 
soled. We like her simple, honest chat. 
She will tell us about our neighbors. 
And we like dearly to know all about 
our neighbors. She will make matters 
lively. She will sprinkle Worcestershire 
Sauce upon the funeral baked meats, and 
put a little taste into the cold tea of 

oung-lady lisping. It is so pleasant to 
oll back in one’s chair and be all re- 
ciprocity! And the best of it is that we 
shall really be told something which we 
did not know before; for it is astonishin 
what queer, odd things these petticoa’ 
fetchers and carriers pick up in their 
constant trots. 

A word or two we might say of really 
good talkers. As we write, we remember 
one, and she a woman, whose life went 
out in tragedy, whose dirge was the wail 
of the great winds, and whose tomb was 
the hungry Atlantic. What a wonderful 
improvisatrice was she! How all knowl- 
edge appeared to be hers, and all the 
variations of human thought, and all the 
unreckoned opulence of language! Some- 
thing was there of the queenly and the 
tyrannic in her social sway; something 
of monopoly in her monologue ; but who 
was not content to listen and to learn? 
Only the weak and the witless signified 
their impatience in that presence! Some 
said it was lecturing, and some that it 
was speech-making; this one hinted at 
vanity, and the other at an ungracious 
engrossment of the time; but after all 
was over, however silent we might have 
been, we seemed to have been asking all 
the while, and she only graciously an- 
swering.— Zhe New York Tribune. 





“4 PACK OF CHILDREN.” 





HATE to hear people say that they 

“ have received a pack of children into 
the Church.” “A pack of children !” 
Yes, and if Jesus carries them in his 
bosom, surely you are not imitating 
Christ, nor exhibiting much of his Spirit, 
when you look down upon them or des- 
pise them. To me one soul is as good 
as another. I rejoice as much in the ad- 
dition of the poorest mechanic to this 
Church as if he were a peer of the realm ; 
I am grateful to God when I hear of re- 











pentance {in the young as in the aged; 
for souls, after all, are not affected in 
value by rank or age. Immortal spirits 
are all priceless, and not to be weighed 
in the scale with worlds. I pray you, 
therefore, rejoice if the Spirit of God 
dwells in the lowly or in the great, in 
the young or in the old. He is the self- 
same Spirit; he makes each renewed 
person equally his temple, and each 
saved one is equally a jewel of Christ, 
dear to the heart of the Eternal Father, 
beloved by him who redeemed all his 
people alike with his most precious blood, 
—Spurgeon. 





A SLUMBER SONG, 


Thou little child, with tender, clinging arms, 
Drop thy sweet head, my darling, down and 
rest 
Upon my shoulder, rest with all thy charms; 
Be soothed and comforted, be loved and blest ;— 


Dear little head, that lies in calm content 
Within the gracious hollow that God made 

In every human shoulder, where he meant 
Some tired head for comfort should be laid ! 


Most like a heavy folded rose thou art, 
In summer air reposing, warm and still; 
Dream thy sweet dreams upon my quiet heart; 
I watch thy slumber, naught shall do thee ill. 
7 —Celia Thazter. 





THE “ BIBLE-READING” 
PREACHERS. 


BY REV. THEODORE L, CUYLER, D.D, 


HE visit of Mr. Henry Varley, of 
London, to America, suggests to us 
to say a few things about the remarkable 
cluster of men and women to which he 
belongs. We call them a cluster; for 
they have not yet taken shape sufficiently, 
or have become sufficiently numerous, to 
be styled a “class.” They are too unde- 
nominational to bear any sectarian name. 
The foremost names in this cluster are 
Mr. D. L. Moody, of Chicago, Henry 
Varley, Lord Radstock and Henry More- 
house, of England, R. Pearsall Smith 
and his wife, of Philadelphia, and Miss 
Smiley, whose earthly abiding-place is a 
little cottage nigh unto one of the springs 
of Saratoga. 

None of them wear the title of “ Reve- 
rend,” although they all proclaim the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God with 
great earnestness and popular power. 
Two of them (Messrs. Moody and Varley) 
have addressed larger audiences in Eng- 
land this year than any British preacher, 
except it be Spurgeon. They are all 
laymen (or women) who have felt an in- 
ward drawing to the delightful work of 
unfolding the Scriptures. Mr. Varley 
has gone somewhat further than the 
others. After quitting his trade as a 
meat dealer in the London markets, he 
has reared a tabernacle and gathered a 
permanent congregation at Notting Hill, 
in the West End of London. But he es- 
chews the title, the costume and the 
habits of the regular clergy. He wishes 
to be regarded as simply a Christian man 
of business, who has consecrated his 
whole time and talents to the ministry of 
the Word. 

Pre-eminently this whole group are 
Bible expounders ; their most interesting 


and attractive public services go by the 
name of “ Bible readings.” Three years 
ago Mr. Moody spent two months in con- 
ducting a series of Bible readings among 
my people, and the meetings were at- 
tended with daily conversions to Christ. 
Miss Sarah F. Smiley has held two de- 
lightful series of these Scripture lessons, 
mainly before the womankind as auditors, 
She once preached Jesus to a great Sab- 
bath audience from my pulpit; for is it 
not thus written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Presbytery of Brooklyn? 

As my old friend, Mr. Varley, is just 
now conducting a short series of Bible 
readings in Lafayette Avenue Church, let 
me jot down a brief sketch of his method, 
as a representative man of the group. 
He is a big, burly, broad-shouldered 
Englishman, with a ruddy face and a 


* 











very rich voice. There is a downright- 
ness in the man and a hugely sympa- 
thetic way with him that puts him at 
once into the good graces of his hearers. 
He has lively humor withal, and some- 
times vents a pleasantry that sends a 
smilerippling overthe assembly. Coming 
into the pulpit with a well-worn Bagster’s 
Bible in his hand, he kneels down and 
engages in silent prayer. His public pe- 
titions are very fervent and familiar in 
their expressions. He talks reverently 
to God when he prays, and talks simply 
to the people when he preaches. Opening 
his flexible Bible (just such an one as every 
Sunday-school teacher should have), he 
reads a passage. Perhaps it is a few 
verses in the eighth chapter of Romans; 
perhaps a series of passages that bear 
upon the offices of the Holy Spirit. These 
verses he expounds and compares with 
other passages, thus explaining Scripture 
by Scripture. When he quotes a pas- 
sage, he generally names the chapter and 
verse, expecting the audience to turn to 
the passage in their own Bibles. For 
the preliminary notice always is: “Eve 

one must be sure to bring their Bibles 
with them.” These expositions are in- 
termingled with brief incidents of per- 
sonal experience and abound in illustra- 
tions. The Jewish ceremonials are much 
used as types and symbols. Some of their 
illustrations are very happy. Mr. Varley, 
in od ong way, says: “Good friends, 
you make most of your crosses for your- 
selves. God does not send them. When 


you put te own will right across God’s 
holy will, then you are sure to have a 
cross.” 


Suiting the action to the word, 
he lays one pencil over another pencil or 
knife in the form of a X, and then says: 
“There, friends, there you have it.” 
This sort of object teaching is suited to 
the humblest auditors. 

The chief theme of Mr. Varley’s most 
eloquent address is “The Higher Chris- 
tian Life,” or the life of complete trust 
in the crucified Saviour. He teaches 
that perfect trust produces perfect peace. 
He does not preach “ perfectionism,” but 
simply that every believer should exer- 
cise entire confidence in Jesus, and aim 
to have “conscience void of offense to- 
ward God and man.” There is not an 
entire agreement among the group of 
“ Bible readers” upon their views of the 
“higher life.’ Mr. R. Pearsall Smith is 
a member of an “Old School’”’*Presbyte- 
rian church in Philadelphia. Miss Smiley 
holds staunchly to the grand old doctrine 
of “assurance of hope,” which was such 
a favorite doctrine of the Wesleys, Lu- 
ther, Knox, and the rapturous Ruther- 
ford. I never heard Miss Smiley advance 
a views that went further than the 
volume “Christ Liveth in Me,” published 
by the Presbyterian Publication Board, 
in Philadelphia. Mr. Varley goes some- 
what beyond her in his theories of Chris- 
tian attainment. Mr. Moody is so occu- 
pied with arousing sinners to repentance, 
and in pulling souls out of the fire that 
he seldom says much about the “ higher 
life.’ He rings the seventh chapter of 
Romans into our ears, as well as the 
jubilant eighth chapter. All this cluster 
of Bible teachers agree in magnifying the 
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
setting forth the blood of atonement as 
the only ground of human salvation. 

This group also agree in interpreting 
the advent of Jesus Christ as a literal 
coming to earth and a personal reign at 
Jerusalem. Their views are those of the 
late Dean Alford and of the Bickersteths. 
A large portion of the Evangelicals in the 
English Church are “ Literalists.” 

That this group of Bible-reading 
heralds of the gospel are producing 
mighty results is undeniable. The 
exalt God’s Word as the fount of all 
wisdom and truth. Multitudes are con- 
verted under their fervid discourses. 
Varley went through Canada and Moody 
is going through Britain with the flam- 
ing power of Whitfield. These brethren 
are beginning to leaven the ministry of 
our time to a perceptible degree. The 
time is fast coming when elaborate writ- 
ten essays will give ae to a simpler, 
warmer, mightier holding up of God’s 
all-glorious Word.— Zhe Independent. 





Auas, that we should be glad of and 
rejoice in our fetters and our prison- 
house, and this dear inn, a life of sin, 
when we are absent from our Lord, and 
so far from our home. Oh, that we could 
get bonds, and suretyship of our love 
that it fasten not itself on these clay- 
dreams, these clay-shadows, and worldly 





vanities! We might be oftener seeing 
what they are doing in heaven, and our 
hearts, more frequently upon our sweet 
treasure above. We smell of the smoke 
of this lower house of the earth, because 
our hearts and our thoughts are here. 
If we could mount up with God, we 
should smell of heaven, and of our 
country above, and we should look like 
our country, and like strangers or people 
not born or brought up hereaway. Our 
crosses would not leave their mark upon 
us if we were heavenly-minded.— Ruther- 
Sord. 





Reported for The Sunday-School Times. 
ELIJAH AND THE PRIESTS OF 
BAAL, 





BY HENRY VARLEY. 





{A Bible Reading by Henry Varley, of London, 
Mg at the Young Men's Christian Association 

all, New York City, and reported in outline by 
Charles Hopkins.) 





| Fe us read together one of the great experi- 
ences of olden time. It is a sublime illustra- 
tion of the life of faith. Faith in God may be 
ours continually. It should not be occasional or 
spasmodic, but constant. We find illustrations of 
this principle in the life of the past. Look at the 
history of Elijah, Ist Kings, 15th chapter. Notice 
the confidence of Elijah as compared with the 
great company of those who stood against the 
Lord. ‘ He repaired the altar of the Lord that 
was broken down,” first of all. How carefully his 
hands would gather together those stones. Notice 
again the faith of this man in his reference to the 
wholeness of Israel. He built the altar with 
twelve stones, representing the twelve tribes, the 
corporate Church of the living God, Observe the 
unfaltering faith of this man. He follows the 
path that shuts out suspicion of anything else but 
faith in the living God. Note 
The Majestic Calmness 

of thisman. Faith does not know effort. It is 
the sublime possession of something that grips 
fast on the eternal God. If we would only let God 
fill our empty vessels, how great would be the 
fullness! Look at the New Testament history of 
Paul. The different books of the New Testament 
do not illustrate the life of the different apostles. 
No, sirs. They only illustrate 


The Diffused Light of the Mighty 
Christ. 


Our faith knows not weakness while we trust in 
the living God. 

“ at the time of the offering of the evening sac- 
rifice Elijah the prophet came near, and said, 
Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and of Israel, Jet it 
be known this day that thou art God in Israel, 
and that Iam thy servant.” Faith is not daunted 
at the Lord’s enemies! She knows how to put 
them todeath! Elijah and the living God alone! 
Four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and all 
idolatrous Israel against him! Notice the trium- 
phant victory awarded to Elijah thatday. He put 
to death four hundred and fifty of the priests of 
Baal at the brook Kishon. He stands triumphant 
and meek. It isthe triumph of faith. But look 
again, is that the same man? Is that the same 
Elijah of whose triumphant faith I have just 
read? Yes, sirs; but he has suffered 

A Lapse of Faith! 

His confidence is resting now in the power of 
the strumpet Jezebel. When aman turns from 
faith inthe living God toan arm of flesh, then 
he knows that cursed is the man who trusts in an 
arm of flesh! I am so thankful that we have one 
of those sublime illustrations of which John 
speaks. “If we deny him, he abideth faithful. 
He cannot deny himself.” O men, how my heart 
doth sympathize with you. ‘ Awake, and sing, 
ye that dwell in dust.” Itis the men who have 
come back to dust, who know the power of God 


that raiseth the dead. How sad, 0 Elijah! How 
Israel needed thy counsel at such a time as this. 
Unbelief has driven thee into the wilderness. 
Faith does not go into the wilderness. Elijah has 
gone and Jaid down under a juniper tree. He is 
not better than his fellows. “ Behold, an angel 
came and touched him, and he did eat and drink 
and laid him down again.” 

Brethren, I believe that not a few of you have 
learned, within the last few days. to live the life 
of faith. We live on the things that are unseen. 
The world lives on the things that are seen. We, 
asa part of the family of faith, come out of our 
chambers every morning as out of heaven! We 
are children of another country. But you, O 
Christian, see to it that there be the stamp of im- 
mortality on your life. The angel of the Lord 
encamped about his children. So with Elijah. 
He lies down to sleep again. For, though we 
deny him, he abides faithful. He cannot deny 
himself. 1t will cost you something. The power 
of a holy habit. I charge you get hold of it. 
That spirit that says, ‘I believe.” There is nota 
promise in the Book of God that is not a part of 
my inheritance. Refreshed and strengthened 
Elijah went unto Horeb, the Mount of God. 


The Safety of the Believer. 


The God of the Summit of Carmel is our God! 
The devil cannot have us if we dwell in faith. | 
have heard the following story, which is so good 
an illustration of this theme, that | venture to re- 

titto you. Mr. Henry Morehouse said that at 
the Zoological Gardens, in Manchester he saw a& 
Scotch terrier dog, that had been set to kill rats at 
a wager and had lost the wager. The owner of 
the dog was so angry that he thrust it into a lion's 
cage, thinking it would be instaptly destroyed. 
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ass over. 
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ONUMENT IN JORDAN. 
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rostration before GOD. 


Your best and most practical review will be obtained from your own private memoranda, which you have accumulated during the 
offered, not to take the place of your own prayerfully and carefully matured plan, but as furnishing suggestive hints and helps. 
your preparation for the quarterly review, keep in mind the amount of time that will be given for this exercise, and do not attempt to crowd to 
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‘WHAT SHALL I RENDER UNTO THE LORD FOR ALL HIS BENEFITS TOWARD 


Now, the lion is a very magnanimous sort ofa 
beast. The dog laid down in front of the lion, and 
the dog and the lion lived together on terms of 
amity f r twelve monthsthereafter. The owner of 
the dog was asked -by the keeper of the lion, one 
day, whose dog that was. The owner says, *‘ That’s 
my dog; I want him.” The keeper says, “If you 
want him, you must go and fetch him out!” So 
we have come to lie down at the feet of the “ Lion 
of the tribe of Judah!” If the devil wants any- 
thing of us, let him come and fetch us out! There 
is no power of evil that shall give us suffering. 
Our suffering is of God. He that redeemed us is 
not unmindful of us. We are not left to hang our 
heads like a bulrush! They that trust in the 
Lord shall beas Mt. Zion, that cannot be moved. 
Holding on is not necessary. Dear Christian, 
Christ holds you. 
The Foundation Holds the House! 


not the house the foundation. He is the almighty 
source of strength to the least of those that put 
their trust in him. “Let him that thinketh he 
standetb take heed lest he fall.” Heaven and 
earth may pass away, but every soul that trusts in 
him shall never be confounded. Oh, that we may 
show this faithfulness and grasp it as Abraham 
did, of old, who staggered not at the promise, for 
persona! interest, for wife, for children ! 
The Widow’s Refuge. 


Widow, Christ is thy Husband! In Brantford, 
Canada, this winter, a lady so thickly veiled in 
crape that I could not see her countenance came 
regularly to hear me for three days. On the third 
day she came up to speak tome. She threw up 
the thick folds of her veil and said: “ Eight 
months ago God took away my husband; since 
that time I have found no moment of light or 
eonsolation. God has helped you to lift the bur- 
den from my being. My Maker is my Husband! 

When America’s history or England’s history 
shall be written, it will be seen that not the 

ouths and maidens of men of capital figured 
t in the after history of life, but those who 
started out from the depths of poverty; it will be 
those who have graced the cottage of the poor as 
well as imperial mansions. 

Oh for this Sublime Rest of Faith! 
Not prosperity, not widowhood, not orphanage, 
but God is what we want. That ye may know the 
lenge and breadth and height of this mighty 
faith. Oh that this word may be a defence all 
about your life for all the time to come! 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
UNCONSCIOUS INFLUENCE. 


BY ELLA A, DRINKWATER, 


AVING half a dozen bright boys 
and girls to entertain one stormy 
Saturday afternoon, and finding my stock 
of amusements insufficient to meet the 
demand, as a last resort I proposed that 
they should each write a description of 
some person whom they well knew, 
giving his characteristics and the reasons 
why they thought he possessed those 
characteristics. We had a lively talk for 
a few minutes, until they all thoroughly 
understood what they were to do; and 
then, after much searching for pencils, 
rubbing of heads, scanning of ceiling, 
and many declarations that they did not 
know how, or never could do it, the 
handed me the following papers, whic 
contained the most powerful sermon on 
unconscious influence that I ever re- 
ceived : 
**¢ My Sunday-School Teacher 

Js vain, because I saw her look in the 

glass in the top of her muff to fix her 

crimps in prayer-time. 
Is kind, because she gave us all books at 

Christmas, 
Js a Christian, because she eats the bread 

and wine in church. 
Is’ cross, because she said ‘ You little 





wretch |’ when I stepped on her dress. 
Mary S. Battery.” 





‘¢My Mother. 

I know she is patient, because she never 
makes a fuss when she is sick. 

I know she is generous, because she gave 
a dollar to a poor family, and did 
not buy new gloves. 

I know she is truthful, because she never 
told a lie. 

I know she is thankful, because she 
Says SO. 

I know she is good, because she never 
does anything wicked. 

ANNIE L. Marston.” 
‘6 My Father 

Ts pleasant, because he never scolds. 

fs rich, because he has so much money. 

Js wise, because he answers everything I 
ask him. 

Is proud, because he will not associate 
with everybody. ° 

Is courageous, because he killed a mad 
dog. NELLIE Munn.” 


“HH, B.S + Esq. 





| 
| 
| 


Bigoted: thinks everything he says is 
right. 

Dishonest : my father sent him a stamp to 
answer a letter with, and he never an- 
swered it. 

And that is all I know about him. 
Cuas, F. Munn.” 
‘6 My Father. 

Penurious, because he never scolds me 
for any mischief I do, unless it costs 
him money. 

Uncharitable, because he is always finding 
fault with people, especially our min- 
ister. 

Impatient, because he won’t give me time 
to eat my breakfast, because he is in 
such a hurry to have prayers over. 

Fluent, because he can talk so easy. 

Intelligent, because he knows about every- 
thing. 


| Energetic, because he can do more work 


Is charitable, and I know it, because he | 


gives away a great deal of money. 
Is passionate, and I know it, because he 
gets so awful mad at.every little thing. 
Is selfish, and I know it, because he for- 
gets to stop at the post-office, unless he 
expects something. 
Is kind, and I know it, because he gave 
me a ‘ bully’ pair of skates. 
Fr. B. S——, Jr., Esq.” 
“Mr. E—. . 
mg ee : makes long prayers in Sun- 
ay-school, and whips his horses un- 
mercifully as soon as he comes out. 





than any other two men. 
JOHNNY Marston,” 





The following record of a faithful Sunday- 
school servant is, we believe, from The Con- 
gregationalist. It is a glory of the Sunday- 
school cause that so many godly men have 
adorned it by a life-long service: “ Deacon 
William C. Capron, of Uxbridge, died on 
the 6th inst., aged 75 years. He was i 
intendent of the Sunday-school for forty-four 


years, and was never absent except a few 
times when he visited some other school, or 
from illness. He also, for many years, went 
several miles after the afternoon service and 
superintended a neighborhood Sunday-school 
and taught a class in it.” 
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TIMES’ NORMAL LESSONS. 


BY W. ORMISTON, D. D. 


LESSON XIII. 
(For Sunday, March 28th, 1875.) 





REVIEW: 
GOD'S MERCIES TO ISRAEL. 





TEXT: Joshua 24: 1-15. 





3. And Joshua gath- 
ered all the tribes of Is- 
rael to Shechem, and 
called for the Elders of 
Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their 
judges, and for their 
officers; and they pre- 
rented themselves be- 
fore God, 

2. And Joshua said 
unto all the people, 
Thus saith the Lorp 
God of Israel, Your 
fathers dwelt on the 
other side of the flood 
in old time, even Terah, 
the futher of Abraham, 
and the father of Na- 
chor: and they served 
other gods. 

3. And I took your 
father Abraham from 
the other side of the 
flood, and led him 
throughout all the land 
of Canaan, and multi- 
plied his seed, and gave 
him Isaac. 

4. And I gave unto 
Isaac, Jacob and Esau: 
and | gave unto Esau 
mount Seir, to possess 
it; but Jacob and his 
children went down in- 
to Egypt. 

5. 1 sent Moses also 
06 ae. ,ene -. 

agu igy pt, accord- 
tae to that which I did 
among them: and af- 
terward I brought you 


out. 
6. And I _ brought 


our fathers out of 
cgvpt: and ye came 
unto the sea; and the 
Kgyptians pursued af- 
ter your fathers with 
chariots and horsemen 
unto the Red sea. 

7. And when they 
cried unto the Lorp, he 
peat darkness between 
you and the Egyptians, 
and brought e sea 





them; and your eyes 
have seen what I have 
done in Egypt: and ye 
dweltin the wilderness 
a long season. 

8. and! brought you 
into the land of the 
Amorites, which dwelt 
on the other side 
Jordan; and =_ they 
fought with you: and I 
gave them into your 
hand, that ye might 
gen their land; and 

destroyed them from 
before you. 

9. Then Balak the 
son of Zippor, king of 
Moab, arose and warred 
against Israel, and sent 
apd called Balaam the 
son of Beor to curse 


you. 

10, But I would not 
hearken unto Balaam ; 
therefore he blessed you 
still: sol delivered you 
out of his hand, 

Al. And ye went over 
Jordan, and came 
unto Jericho: and the 
men of Jericho fought 
against you, the Amor- 
ites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Canaanites, and 
the Hittites, and the 
Girgashites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites; and 
I delivered them into 
your hand, 

32. And I sent the 
hornet before you, which 
drave them out from 
before you, even the two 
kings of the Amor- 
ites; but not with thy 
sword, nor with thy 
bow 


13. And I have given 
you a land for which 
ye did not labour, and 
cities which ye built 
not, and ye dwell in 
them ; of the vineyards 
and oliveyards which 
7 planted not do ye 
eat, 


upon them, and covered 





T is implied that the lesson is either care- 
fully read by the teacher, if it has not 
been already read from the desk by the su- 
perintendent, or by the class each reading a 
portion in succession. This lesson naturally 
divides itself into five paragraphs, each of 
which should be read as a whole, by one 
scholar, viz.: verses 1; 2-4; 5-7; 8-10; 
11-13. 

In preparing the lesson the teachers will 
find it profitable to read and meditate on the 
105th Pealm. Recite the Golden Text, also 
Isa. 12:4, 5. If you havea map, use it in 
pointing out the places and cities and rivers 
named. If you have no map, you will find 
it easy to draw such an outline as will be 
quite serviceable in your class, and by locat- 
ing on it place named as it occurs in 
the lessons, a good knowledge of the relative 
positions and distances of places will readily 
be acquired. The scholars in the advanced 
classes might be required to make such a 
map for their own use. Such a practice 
greatly assists the memory, and facilitates the 
work of instruction. In this lesson locate 
Shechem, “the flood,” the river Euphrates, 
Mount Seir, Egypt, the land of the Amorites, 
the land of Moab, and Jericho. 


THE CONNECTION 

with last lesson is close, both logically and 
historjcally, Joshua, feeling the infirmities 
of age and the effects of long and arduous 
public services, had called together the 
representatives of Israel at Shiloh, and de- 
livered to them a most affectionate and im- 
a warning against the danger, to which 
ne saw the people were exposed, of forming 
injurious alliances, and of iatabing the ser- 
vice of the living God for the meaningless 
rites of a debasing idolatry. 

The assembly was dismissed, and the 
venerable chieftain retired once more to his 
mountain home, probably his health im- 
proved and his vigorous constitution rallied, 
and desirous of following the example of his 
illustrious predecessor; probably, also, di- 
rected by divine intimation, he resolves to 
call together another national assembly, and 
give them his last farewell address, with a 
view of re-pledging the people to fidelity to 
their covenant obligations and loyalty to 
their divine sovereign. The first part of 





this able, eloquent, patriotic and magnani- 
mous address forms the subject of the present 
LESSON, 
in which Joshua rehearses the gracious 
dealings of Jehovah with his people, fur- 
nishing distinct and manifold proofs of his 
distinguishing favor toward them as good 
and sufficient grounds of their obligation to 
serve and honor him alone and alway. 
Notice the place, the assembly and the 


address. 
I. The Place. 


Shechem, a place of hallowed memories 
and spirit-stirring associations, well fitted in 
every way to awaken emotions of profound 
—> enthusiastic loyalty and fervent 
devotion. 

Here Abraham built his first altar and 
received the first promise after his entrance 
into Canaan. (Gen. 12: 6,7.) Here Jacob 
first settled, after his return from Mesopo- 
tamia, and purified his house from strange 
gods by burying the idols under an oak, and 
cma an altar to the God of Israel, El- 
Elohe-Israel. (Gen. 33: 18-20.) Here also, 
nearly thirty years before, oon after their 
entrance into the land, had the whole nation 
assembled and read and ratified the law, 
and solemnly renewed their covenant with 
God, while as yet the land was in the pos- 
session of the foe. Here stood the very 
stones they had erected at that time, with 
their instructive and suggestive tablets. 
(Chap. 8: 30-35.) And we may add, here, 
too, on that occasion, or at this very time, 
were interred, with due solemnities, the 
bones of Joseph, which, as a sacred trust, 
they had carried with them in all their 
wanderings. (Chap. 24: 32.) 

Shechem was not only a geographical, 
but the historical centre of the nation. The 
past and the present here met. Here, amid 
the scenes consecrated by the deeds, the 
dwellings and the devotions of the patriarchs, 
was it most fitting that their descendants 
should gather and plight their solemn vows 
to the God of their fathers. No special 
place is holy, or possesses any saving power 
or spiritual efficacy, yet some places are 
hallowed by the scenes wrich have transpired 
in them, the noble deeds which have 
there been gloriously achieved, or the suf- 
ferings which have there been heroically 
endured, and Shechem is one of them. The 
plains of Marathon, Runnymede and Water- 
loo, Bannockburn and Bunker Hill, live in 
the memories of men and tell their tale of 
prowess and patriotism to each successive 
generation. In like manner was Shechem_ 
eloquent to the posterity of Abraham, the 
covenant people of God. It spoke to them 
of strong faith and high hopes. 


II. The Assembly. 


The scene was at once grand and in- 
spiring, the occasion one of the most mo- 
mentous and august that ever convoked fhe 
chiefs of a nation or the rulers of a people. 
It partook of the significance and importance 
of a national convention, the pomp and pa- 
rade of a military display, and the solemnity 
and impressiveness of a religious convoca- 
tion. Bers were gathered the official repre- 
sentatives of the whole nation, and men of 
every rank, elders of the le, heads of 
families, judges of the courts, officers of State 
and generals of the army, aged war-worn 
veterans of the wilderness, scar-honored sol- 
diers of many a well-fought battle-field, ex- 
perienced men, wise in counsel, valiant 
men, daring in deed, all met together before 
the God of Israel at the summoning of their 
acknowledged leader and ruler to hear his 
last counsels, his farewell words. Every. 
eye turns instinctively toward the venerable, 
saintly old man, beloved for the excellencies 
of his character, admired for his many deeds 
of heroism and magnanimity, and revered 
for the wisdom of his administration and the 
purity of his life. His influence over the 
people was great, his authority supreme, his 
wishes law, his every word a power for 
good. When did such an orator ever speak 
to such an audience? Washington’s Fare- 
well Address to the people of this country is 
suggested to the memory. But excellent as 
that memorable document is, it cannot for a 
moment be compared, either in condensed 
historic statement, impassioned oratory or 
in deep religious fervor with the last words 
of the first President of the people of Pales- 


tine. 
Ill. The Address. 

The speech of Joshua consists of two 
parts, a recapitulation of what God had 
done for his people, and an exhortation to 
continued fidelity in his service—a concise 
historic statement, and a glowing, impas- 
sioned appeal, The first of these alone will 
be considered now. In the summary given 
of their past history, former evidences of the 
divine favor are specially noted. The call of 
Abram, the coming out of Egypt, the crush- 
ing of the Amorites, and the conquest of 
Canaan, 

1. The eall of Abram (2-4) and 
the covenant with Jsaae and Jacob’s de- 
scendants. 

(a) His former country and condition, He 





was a native of “Ur of the Chaldees,’’ a 
region beyond the great river Euphrates, a 
descendant of an idolatrous father, living 
among a people who worshiped other gods, 
himself in all probability, before his call, 
also an idolator, some legends to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

(b) His liar privileges. God called 
him and ordered him to leave that land of 
idols and go whither he should be directed, 
even to Canaan, to the very spot where they 
were now assembled, Shechem. 

(c) His covenant promises. God constituted 
him the founder of a nation, guaranteed to 
him and his posterity the entire land, 
whither he had come, and over which he 
cast his eye, and further assured him that 
through him and his seed all the nations of 
the earth would be blessed. 

In fulfillment of this, God renewed his 
covenant with Isaac, and gave him two sons, 
who both became the ancestors of great na- 
tions. To Esau he gave the Mountain of 
Seir, the land of Edom, for a possession, 
while for the children of Jacob, Canaan was 
reserved. Jacob, in the meantime, went 
down in Egypt. This introduces the second 
striking evidence of the divine favor. 

2. The coming out of Egypt. 
(5-7.) The dealings of God with the patri- 
archs, and their history while in Egypt, are 
ae over, so that their attention might be 

irected to the wonderful manner of their 
deliverance from the tyranny of their op- 
pressors there. 

(a) Moses and Aaron are sent. The two 
brothers, divinely taught, commissioned and 
qualified, are sent as the emancipators of 
their people, and the founders of their na- 
tion. The gift of such a man as Moses is a 
proof of divine mercy ; no greater blessing 
can be vouchsafed to any people than wise 
rulers, just judges, able servants, faithful 
ministers and holy men. 

(b) Egypt was plagued. What a terrible 
series of awful visitations fell upon that 
haughty and cruel people. Many then pre- 
sent, as well as the speaker, had witnessed 
the ten plagues, and all the wonders God 
wrought in » terrible days. 

(c) Their fathers were brought out. Many of 
whom were then present. The angel of 
death passed over every bloodsprinkled door- 
va while the Egyptians raised a wail of 

aa and sorrow-stricken anguish. Without 
striking one blow their freedom was secured, 
and they and their little ones marched out in 
safety. They were covered from the eye of 
their pursuers by a covering of darkness, 
and God opened for them a way through the 
waters of the Red Sea. (Psalm 78:12; 
Hosea 11: 1.) 

(d) The Egyptians were drowned. In at- 

tempting to overtake their fugitive slaves, 
ably ventured to follow them in the 
oom poco Be only for God’s chosen, and 
od brought the sea upon their chariots and 
horsemen and covered them. Israel was 
not free, but safe. (Psalm 136: 10-15.) 

(e) They were sustained a long season in 
the wilderness. How long, and in what way, 
and by what marvellous and merciful inter- 
positions in their behalf, they well knew. 
Each of them was a monument of the mercy 
of God. (Psalm 136: 16.) 

3. The crushing of the Amor- 
ites and confounding of Ba- 
laam. (8-10.) God overthrew the ar- 
mies of Sihon, and the troops of Og, and 
gave them an easy prey into the hands of his 

vxeople. He overruled the superstition of 

alak, and the divinations and avarice of 
Balaam, to the success and the blessedness 
of Israel. ‘ He suffered no man to do them 
wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their 
sakes.” (Psalm 135: 8-12.) 

4. The conquest of Canaan, 
(11-13.) The events connected with this 
were recent, and fresh in their memories. 

(a) The crossing of the Jordan. The means, 
the manner, the miracle; without danger 
and without loss. 

(b) The sacking of Jericho. The strange 
march around the walls, the blast of the 
trumpets, the sudden crash of all the fortifi- 
cations, and complete destruction of the city 
—all done for them, not by them. 

(c) The terror which fell upon all the people 
of the land. What could courage the most 
dauntless, or skill the most consummate, avail 
ayainst a people for whom God fought by 
supernatural agencies of various kinds, by 
which their foes were harassed, as by a 
swarm of hornets? (Ex. 23:28; Deut. 7: 
20.) 

(d) The gift of the goodly land. With its 
vine-covered hills and fertile vales; its 
cities, vineyards and olive-yards, so that no 
good thing promised to their fathers had 
tailed of full accomplishment. What more 
could God have done than he had al- 
ready done for them? Israel was beloved 
and Sianes. Their mercies abounded, there- 
fore their grateful praise and loving service 
should also abound. (Psalm 44: 1-4.) 


Remarks. 


1. It is good to have some 
place hallowed by sacred as- 


they 


river-side, like Jacob, Daniel, or Lydia ; an 
upper room, a closet, a family altar, a place 
in a church or school. 

2. Itis right and profitableto 
recall the past mercies of God. 
His loving kindness to ourselves, our fami- 
lies and our country. Specially should we 
think of his love toward us in giving us his 
Holy Word, his blessed gospel and eternal 
life through his Son Jesus Christ. 


3. God alone can deliver from 
spiritual bondage. Have we been 
delivered from the bondage of sin? Have 
we been enabled to overcome our spiritual 
foes? Are we in the good land of rest, the 
rest of peace through faith? Are we free, 
and safe, and satisfied? Then let God have 
all the glory. 





A good review for advanced classes is, to 
ask each scholar, in succession, to give an 
outline of one of the lessons of the quarter, 
repeating the Golden Text, and stating the 
chief practical inferences. 





OH THAT MEN WOULD 
PRAISE THE LORD FOR 
HIS GOODNESS, AND FOR 
HIS WONDERFtL WORKS 
3° THE CHILDREN OF 
MEN.—Psalm 107 :8. 


‘The Primary Department. 


REVIEW. 


BY ‘‘ FAITH LATIMER.” 


Topic: 
God’s Mercies to Israel. 
Golden Text: 
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and for his wonderful works 
to the children of men. 
Narrative: 
How God led his own People. 
Leading Thought: 
Praise ye the Lord. 
Studies for Teachers: 
Gen. 17: 1-8. 1 Chron. 16 : 1-36. 
Acts 7 : 1-47. Neh. 9: 1-381. 
Ps. 105 : 1-45. Ps. 136 : 1-26. 
Deut. 32: 7-14. 








NORMAL HINTS. 

There are many ways to conduct a review 
lesson: some teachers make it a mere ex- 
am ‘nation by questions on previous lessons, 
and it is certainly wise to discover thus how 
much has been remembered. 

But in such case a few confident children 
answer promptly and the rest go home, say- 
ing, “We didn’t have any lesson to-day, 
nothing but a review.” It is well by some 
suggestive questions to recall the various 
golden texts and lessons of the quarter, but 
perhaps that were better to be done by the 
pastor or superintendent at the close of the 
lesson. 

What is the object of a review? If the 
teacher has been unfaithful or negligent in 
pressing truth home to the neart, here is one 
hour to retrieve; if scholars have been sick 
or absent, to them comes one,more oppor- 
tunity to receive. The wise, observant 
teacher knows what points have produced 
the most useful impression; one more golden 
hour given to set for eternity some saving 
truth. Probably no other lesson is so diff- 
cult to conduct wisely, as a Primary Quar- 
terly Review. Since Ralph Wells said, at a 
recent meeting of superintendents, “I never 
saw a Review that was what I thought it 
ought to be,’—“ there is not a review in one 
school in five hundred,”—it would seem 
vain for teachers of less ability to try it. 
They could not without remembering the 
promise of wisdom given liberally from One 
who “upbraideth not” our poor service; and 
that He who bade us “Feed my Lambs,” 
also promised the Comforter, who “shall 
teach you all things,” and “ guide you into 
all truth ;’ and no one should dare attempt 
to study or teach without asking such guid- 
ance. We only submit one plan for this 
review, which may at least be suggestive. 

Have the Golden Text recited individually 
and then in concert ; question on it analyti- 
cally and from answers put on the board. 

Praise the Lord. 

We have to-day two teachers, David and 
Jeshua. David hada review lesson, counted 
over God’s goodness and wonderful works, 
made it into a song, and in it four times re- 
peated our Golden Text. He said, “ Whoso 
is wise, and will observe these things, even 
they shall understand the loving kindness of 
the Lord.” Do you want to be wise? God 
will give the loving kindness, and he only 
can help you to understand his will. 

A little girl stood by a wide gutter full of 
snow and ice, wondering how to get over; 





sociations. <A _ Bethel, a fig-tree, a 


before she knew it a policeman picked her 
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up and set her down safely on the other side. 
A rough boy saw it, and said, “Can’t you 
thank him?” The child felt the strong 
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Praise the LORD. 





SUGGESTIVE OUTLINE QUARTERLY 
REVIEW: 
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\the number of the lesson, and the number of the 


chapter. 


Norr.—The completed board is here shown, but 


| menieeibes a it should grow from the answers of the school. 
arms, saw the policeman’s badge, and was | Lesson I. ourage given. BLACKBOARD. 
too much afraid to look up in his kind face. ; | our nie - “ Rie rossing the Jordan. a ER wate twa ae Se : 
Some people are so afraid of the great God, ; Refuge. — 4 ting " 
who has 5 crush us in a moment, that they ? Beware! ; “ %. apture of Jericho. .— e —— a 
never thank him for his goodness nor look in 3 * Vi. ovetousness punished. | ; “ 2 ve 4.—Stones. 
his loving face turned to us in Jesus. What is . war oe 4 Anan i . 4. 5.—Prep 
pee 2 Loving thank iving, out of a full Repeat, by bringing the lessons to remem- «xX - altel —e 0 uaa 5. : €.—Jer. 
veart, like the song of a bird or the perfume | ber in one continuous train of thought, ie ities of Refuge. : ‘ 7 ‘ $.—Ebal 
from a rose. Didn’t God help the Israelites | and question from the words on the black- | {; wan pemsten oats ™ ea) ’ 14.—Caleb 
over a great many hard places? Joshua | board or the slate. _* eae  sescncen : i — . ew 

mar yaar om to love _ — — for it, How . teach the Golden oo By all = — ‘ 1 L. “ 22.—Wit 

and when he was more than a hundred years | means have it memorized at home if pos- * 2. 7 3.—War. 

old he called all the people together, and | sible. How? There are several juve- THE COMMENTARY. 13. 24.—Review. 
h 


A Review Lesson. 


Where did they once have the Bible- 
teaching? In the same place, between the 
two mountains, at Shechem, was this review— 
the very place for it—because Abraham was 
there when God first promised Canaan to 
his children. (To get the continuous narra- 
tive in mind use an elliptical form, and then 
question on it.) We will go over the story 
together, and you, children, must be ready 
to put in the right word at every pause. 
When Abraham was in , God promised 
that he would bless him, and give to his 
children’s children the land of He 
promised it again to Jacob, who had twelve 
ons. When Jacob was old, a famine 
made his whole family go to Egypt, 
where his son had been many years. 
After a long time the Jews were made 


























nile papers now published for infant-classes, 
real helps to the teacher and blessings 
to little children, which give in plain 
type the Golden Text for each lesson; 
and various church boards publish excel- 
lent primary lesson papers, which can be 
distributed to the class to be carried home 
and receive help there in preparation 
of the less ns. any of our churches, how- 
ever, have not learned, or do not think they 
are able, to make generous provision for the 
lambs of the flock. They might at least 
have enough cards printed, containing the 
golden texts to give each child the verse a 
week in advance. Have them on good -sized 
cards, plain type, and sometimes in colors. 
If this cannot be done, there is still another 
way; if the assistant teachers will share the 
work it will not be laborious, even in a large 
class: Write on cards or slips of paper the 











Joshua 24 : 1-13. 





1. Joshua thought he had taken his last farewell 
of b , but God graciously continuing his 
life longer than he expected, and renewing 
his strength, he was desirous of improving it 
for the good of Israel. We must never think 
our work for God done, till our life is done; 
and if he lengthens out our days beyond 
what we thought, we must conclude it is be- 
canse he has some further service for us to do. 
— Henry. 

2. Thus saith the Lord God: The Word of 
God is to be received by us as his, whoever 
the messenger that brings it, whose greatness 
cannot add to it, nor meanness diminish from 
it.— Henry. 

3. Of the flood: that is of the river Euphrates. 
—Scott 


7. Your eyes have seen: Many of those 
who, being under twenty years of age, had 
witnessed these miracles, were doubtless still 
living; and several of the elders, judges and 
officers whom Joshua addressed might be of 


the name of one of the cities of Judah (Josh. 





In what che ter is the Second Lesson’? Third? 
i 


Fourth ? 


fth? Sixth’ Seventh? 


Eighth ’ 


Ninth? Tenth? Eleventh? Twelfth? Review 


Lesson ? 
Now let us read the board, supplying the Titles 


as we read, and I will add an ab 


each one 


reviation for 


What is the number of the last lesson of Janu- 


? Title? 
“‘hauber of last lesson of February? Title? 
Number of last lesson of March, before the Re- 


view? ‘Title? 


Lessons fifth, 
lessons of January, Februa 
each lesson is a climax. 


ninth and thirteenth are the last 
and March; and 
e first tells of the 


taking of Jericho, the second of the division ofthe 
land, and the third of the death of Joshua, 


Now let us notice the omitted 


spaces. What is 


the first omitted chapter? 
Title of lesson before it? Title of lesson after it’? 
Of what does the second chapter give an ac- 


count? 


How bre he peed the entry into Canaan was the 


service at K 


and Gerizim? 


What work was to be done before Caleb could 
siegrene in » God raised up a leader to | Chapter and verse of the Golden Text for this number.—Scott, receive his inheritance? 
take them out, named He divided the | the following lesson, and thus secure help | 12. f- ~- wn oa : bon mon —_ ified, but 3 aan, ped ony shee glk cose ly ame 
. F ua is not elsewhere . . 

Red ———, led’ them forty years in the ——, | 0M some one for each child. course was well. known to all whom he ad: a many chapters are occupied with the his- 

| . > i Serene _ emma dressed. It was in accordance with a repea' ry of the conqu 

j a them raided the L oro pemarurs rag f promise (Exod. 24:28; Deut. 7:20). Zoreah What chapters ? 

rs nal THE BLACKBOARD. 


day, and by night. When Moses died, 
God gave another leader, named ; told 











15; 33), and afterwards of Dan, signifies “ hor- 
nets’ town” and thus may have been one of 


What chapters are next omitted’? 
Of what do they treat? 


Of what the 19th? (How the land was divided.) 
. ca ‘ the cities referred to.—Groser. wha (How the land was divided. 
him to be of good ; divided the river BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. A figurative expression for tribulation.— Next omitted chapter? 
——; told them to set up twelve —— asa — osby. What is its subject? 

; sent Jesus, Captain of the Lord’s —— QUARTERLY LESSON (13). A particular species of wasp which swarms 


to tell their captain 





how to conquer the 





























in warm countries, and sometimes assumes 


Whose death is recorded in the last chapter’ 
Which chapter tells of oe two spies? 


ity of de the wall hen th ear thin fine tourative cxpromion for | Which of the lou of Judah and Joseph 
city of ——— ; made the walis when the 9 many think itis a rative expression ch of the lots of Ju and Joseph ? 
seven Blew thé seven : saved the GoD’s MERCIES TO ISRAEL. uncontrollable terror Jamieson. Which of the‘allotment of the seven tribes? 
: ‘ ished ° 5 ae 14. Put away the strange : It would Which of the cities of the Levites? 
woman ——; punished the wicked -; had 4 ie obs Seek these cn hue Now I will take my Bible and read somewhere 
the great Bible ; gave the land his feet GOLDEN TEXT. among them that privately kept in their | i” the book of Joshua, and when any of you re- 
had ——— to ——; divided all the land, gave — closets the and pictures of these dung. | Costise the number of the chapter from which I 
th : ided citi ? fi hill deities, which came to their hands from | 22 reading, please to call it out, and I will test 
pron lt } provided cities of 7 “OH THAT MEN WOQULD their ancestors, ag heir-looms of their family, | Y°U,¢/sewhere. 
those who had ; let the two and a half though it may be they did not worship them: ae superintendent should have his passages 
—— go back across build an ——; and ) these Joshua y urges them to throw — en’, et oe oe ues: 
| when Joshua was old, told h m to call all PR A ISE TSE LOR D away.— Hh . | ~ 





the —— and gave them his last 


lenry. 
Keeping the teraphim or domestic images, 

















oshua 24: 29; 


BS 16; 21:1,2; @:1,2; 


J ; 231; 3:16; 
6:20; 8:30; 15:1; 17:1; 23:14; 22:21; 18:2; 10: 














- P, For HIS , was a sin, not against the First, but against a 
_ Let the children be rested by rising and the Second Commandment.—Groser.~ 5; wn es Goes the back of Joshne teach? . 
singing an appropriate verse, such as. EOOBNES S$ — — Please think of it, and practice them this week, 
“ Mercy,” “ I'll sing the glory of the Lord.” ~ | and be ready to tell some of them next Sunday. 
( ‘ PureGold.”) Then question again. Whom DAILY HOME READINGS. 
have our lessons been about? What persons ee ensues ; pe Sg ball : The ‘me haben 1 
mentioned? What woman? Who the best : r, srumbull, im y- 
man in the tribes? Why was Hebron given Ww 0 N D E R F U L Ww 0 R K $ Monday—Exodus 15 : 22-27. : World, says very truly that it is no credit 
tohim? What wicked man have we heard Tuesday— Numbers 20: 7-13 3 to a Sunday-school to be changing superin- 
of? Who was the Captain of the Lord’s TO THE Wednesday—Joshua 3: 14-17. : y Sag capers 
host? Has every lesson had Jesus in it? HIL of 99 Thursday—Joshua 7: 19-26. } tendents constantly. He tells us that in 
| What places? Little ones cannot be expected C I DREN MEN. Friday—Joshua 20: 1-9. ; some communities the office “is counted a 
to be tamiliar with every geographical point - Exodus 15 : 1-11. post of honor, to be occupied in turn by the 
mentioned, but see to it that they remember sr 





Satur ; 
SUGGESTIVE OUTLINE : p—Lake 1: 63-8. i more prominent members of the church, 


Jordan, Jericho, Ai, Mountains of Cursing : : much as a seat in the State Legislature is 


and Blessing, Hebron, Shiloh, Shechem. 
| Such remembrance may be ¢alled out by 

















; epee eaten —_— conferred year by year on new candidates 
| scEnmetdy Wiatoraketemnce! | MEAG, BAR Eanasiee. | A MONTHLY AND QUARTERLY |: iv deinaion 4s 5 Sundey-whoa 
&c. When God does some wonderful work CAUSE FOR EJOICING. REVIEW, anniversary in a New England parish, some 
' which man never could do, what do we call PRAISE ENDERED. 


paeee time ago, nineteen ex-superintendents were 

For March 28th. exhibited on the platform, like Blue Beard’s 
—p> wives, as if in warning of the fate of the 

BY JOHN B. SMITH. present official incumbent. If an inefficient 
man is in charge of the school, and he 
seems not likely to improve on further trial, 
it is wise to try again; but when a man is 


it? Have we learned of any miracles? 
Was the manna, given every morning, a 
phe When did that cease? When GOD’S Mercies to 
did they keep the passover ? 

How many lessons in stones? Be sure} ISRAEL: US: 
they mention all ; the twelve in the Jordan, (ies = | He ONLY SON. 


—_—0-——— 


ee en I 





How many Sundays in a year? 

- 2 a in a quarter? 
in most months? 
How many this year in January? 


“ “ “ 


twelve at Gilgal, heap in the valley of pappin OLY SPIRIT. 


Achor, Altar in Mount Ebal, Altar of Wit- RACIOUS TO ELP, HAPPINESS. 


ness. Ifow many lessons upon worship? 
What is worship? Prayer and praise. 
What did Joshua do before the Captain of. 
the Lord’s host? What did the memorial 
stones mean? What feast did they keep 
when preparing for war? When conquered 
at Ai what did Joshua and the elders do? 
When did they have prayer, praise and 
reading the Bible? What did they set up 
at Shiloh? Why did the two-and-a-half 





se] 
re) & 
a OME, HEAVEN. 


“THE LORD HATH DONE 


GREAT THINGS for US, 
WHEREOF WE ARE GLAD.” 
sO; 


A MONUMENT OF PRAISE. 











in February? 
in March? 
Title of first Lesson in March? Second? Third ? 
First Golden Text? Second? Third? 
For whom were the Cities of Refuge’? 
Who built the Altar of Witness? 
Whom did Joshua warn? 
How many Cities of Refuge were east of Jordan? 
How many west? 
By what river was the Altar of Witness ? 
Which side? 
What was it to testify? To whom? 
What in the time of Joshua’s Warning to make 
it impressive? 


“ “ “ 





doing well in the place he had better be re- 
tained, in the hope of his improvement 
through experience.” 








LESSON BULLETIN 


FIRST 


FOR THE 
QUARTER OF 1875. 


tribes build the Altar of Witness? ce 4 a oem Texts that answer the fol- 1. Jan’y 3. Joshua mea my ope 
How many lessons show Faith? Put on Who offers to be fuge? ’ : Baggs 
the board the word REMEMBER. Enu- y+ In whom may we be one Sey Set ee ae aes 
‘fe n whom has God no pleasure? : 2 0+ tS-hi. 
peeps? en Ne a cea ond as lessons SING PRAISES. How many can recite each title and Golden 3. Jun’y 17. Memorial Stones, 
8, tl ave the children repeat one by HALLELUJAH Text of the quarter? *(Reply with raised hands.) Josh. 4: 4-9. 
one util familiar :— ‘ The superintendent might now designate some | 4 Jan’y 24. Preparation for Con- 
PRAISE YE THE LORD one to give the titles, and another to respond - rane P Josh. 5: 5 
| Example of Joshua, strong in the Lord. : F = pA a Se eee | OG. Jen’y St Sestee Tehew. ore 
| p Ya 7 > 4 es, and the school respond with texts. . . . 
| Worship of Ge — ae O MY SOUL. wee a = a bpme aa, ne titles and 5 km s Josh. 6 : 12-20. 
| Worship of ‘ SING ALMS UNTO HIM xts of the quarter can be reviewed. , 6. Feb'y 7. Achan’s Sin. 
| Study of Bible. . How many will write this week quest +» 19-5 
Caleb, who wholly followed I WILL PRAISE THE LORD, | ¢#eh lesson of this quarter, and. bring it next 'y 14. Eb = tga 
Choose Life,” | | Will Praise THEE with eee 
L& alte. j ise wit my Whole Heart. ercise question and answer, in which the , z im. oO: “Ov. 
We ola put in three words what we are to | { Will Bless THY Name Forever and Ever. feet ae Se nee eee oe err 
remember of : Nore —Wher 7 — i. eee osh, 14; 5. 
| Will Bxtol THEE, My GOD, © KING. | Nore; mbensrs: dover re rity to promise | 9. Fel'y 28. The Land Divided. 
I TTIAN A eAe eee nenenseneneeeneneanee sens sessenssenenneoneenrneneren : PRAISE Is COMELY prepared to ask one question oh each lesson an ve Josh. 18: 1-10. 
: : LET E aa oe + | swered by some fact stated in it, or by aGolden | 10. Mar. 7. The Cities of Refuge. 
i : LEADER. : T EVERYTHING THAT HATH | Text, you have the basis fora very pleasant and Josh, 20: 1-9. 
i OUR Passover. BREATH PRAISE THE LORD. yy to precede, accompany,or fol- | 11. Mar. 14. The Altar of bbe ome 
: PPG ; : ow the q riy review. Josh. 22: 21-27. 
' REFUGE. ; Praise GOD from whom alt blessings flow, Now give me a few minutes’ bright attention, | 12, Mar. 21. Joshua’s Warning. 
Ainsitaibnaliniithibinhsaanadean Praise HIM all creatures here below, ba qn know something of the book of Josh. 23 : 11-16, 
Which two. lessons are of warning ? Praise HIM above, ye heavenly host, ning ts end." ip : ent > Riana tea tes me veles to Israel, Tt 
' : nw chapter is the first lesson of J ? le 
Beware! Praise FATHER, SON and HOLY GHOST. | 4, you anawer, I wil! put on the board po Josh, 24: 1-13. 
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Tue National Teachers’ Month/y rein- 
forces the question of the personal super- 
vision of scholars which the small class 
in our Sunday-school system so directly 
favors, by these wise words: “ He who 
attempts to deal with bodies of children 
en masse will certainly fail; we must 
deal with them as individuals. Onewill 
work from pure love of study ; another 
from love for his teacher ; one needs the 
spur of ambition, another the discipline 
of wholesome fear; one is best brought 
out by judicious censure, and another 
by equally judicious praise. Each must 
be treated, not asso much ‘ boy’ cut off 
from the general supply, as a merchant 
cuts Of a sample of goods, but must re- 
ceive treatment suited to his individual 
needs—such treatment as will incite him 
to perform the greatest amount of well- 
directed work.” 





THE same journal, apropos of the 
“order” question, urges the point we 
have elsewhere made of keeping the 
scholars employed. It says: “ Nothing 
do children like to do better than to 
learn, Though all school work should 
have knowledge for its objective point, 
yet discipline cannot be entirely neglec- 
ted ; and the young teacher will often find 
it a good plan to set children at such 
work as making numerical tables, or 
copying from their readers, for the sake 
of keeping them busy and out of mis- 
chief. After control of the school is 
gained, however, such merely mechani- 
cal work is useless, and ordering it done 
is a mark of shiftlessness on the teach- 
er’s part. By a little thought, and a little 
work placed on the blackboard before 
the opening of school, pupils can be 
kept busy with legitimate tasks, thus 
calling for thought and giving informa- 
tion, as well as keeping the school occu- 
pied.” 





Tue Lesson in our columns this week 
sums up the lessons of the first quarter of 
the year. It is perhaps for that reason 
the most important of them all, We are 
glad that we are able to present an un- 
usual array of helps to the study and the 
teaching of it. The Review Chart, and 
the Review Concert Exercise, both by 
our gifted blackboard contributor, Mr, 
Atchinson, will attract attention by their 
fullness, their suggestiveness, and their 
usefulness, both for the preparatory study 
and the actual teaching of the- lesson, 
either by the teacher in the class, or the 
superintendent in the general exercises of 
tle school. And then, the Normal lesson 
by Dr. Vincent, as given before the New 
York Class last week is on the timely sub- 
ject of “ Reviewing.” We beg our readers 
to read and to re-read the many wise 
things the Doctor says about it. We do 
not know when we have seen in as 
small compass such rich instruction on 
a question that is coming to be recognized 
as more and more vital to successful Sun- 
day-school work. 








A REMARKABLE natural teacher in 
Pennsylvania is described by The New 
York Teacher. This man, who was a 
shoemaker, had such unusual intelli- 
gence and information that the children 
of his village would gather around to 
listen to his talk. Presently, divers fami- 
lies surprised him by entreaties to teach 
their children, and upon his refusal, re- 
turned to the charge with the request on 
paper signed by every man and woman. 





in the village. He accordingly began a 
school in an old blacksmith’s shop, and 
soon became so interested in his work 
that he had nothought of ending it. He 
became known, though not through ad- 
vertisement; pupils were brought from a 
distance, a good school-house was built, 
and since 1820 he has educated 1,896 
scholars from abroad. The elements of 
his success are stated to be a sincere in- 
terest in the welfare of every student 
placed under his charge, his enthusiasm 
for everything of a scientific character, 
and his desire and intention that his 
pupils shall really know what is brought 
before them. He spares no expense for 
apparatus, drawings and every kind of 
illustration, especially such as will enter- 
tain as well as sow the seeds of science. 
There are a few, a very few, teachers like 
him in our Sunday-school ranks. They 
are of the kind who must teach; who 
are not happy unless they do; who ex- 
claim, ‘Wo is me if I teach not!” Oh 
that their numbers might be speedily 
multiplied! One such man in any com- 
munity is a ministering angel. 











“ KEEPING ORDER” AGAIN. 
PUZZLED teacher, referring to this 
question of keeping order in the 

class, on which we made some remarks 
last week, asks: ‘“‘ But what am I to do 
in my case? I have six well-behaved, 
gentlemanly little fellows in the class, 
and one bad boy. The one bad boy is the 
disturbing element. He is as irrepressible 
as ginger-pop. He comes to school bub- 
bling over with fun, and his very eyes 
flash with mischief. He is sly and dis- 
obedient, and he makes the others do 
things they would never have thought of 
but for him. If you devote your whole 
time to keeping him in order, you are 
unjust to the others. Yet, if you give 
him up, or let him drift out of the school, 
he may go to destruction.” 

We would never send a child away 
from Sunday-school, directly or indirect- 
ly. While he is there, he is under good 
influences, and away from these, espe- 
cially if stigmatized as unfit for good 
company, the enemy of souls will lay 
many traps for his feet. Not long since, 
the teacher of a large class of boys, in a 
city public-school, was talking about one 
of her pupils, who was peculiarly vexa- 
tious and hard to manage. This teacher 
was a delicate, slender little thing, not 
taller than some of her boys, and having 
a pale face and dark, thoughtful eyes. 
There was no physical force about her 
to speak of, but a world of intellectual 
and spiritual expression in the soul-look 
that shone through her features. The 
boy in question had tormented teacher 
after teacher, and hisexpulsion had been 
more than once considered as a matter 
of justice to his companions. “ But,” 
said the lady, “I could not give him up. 
I was sure he had noble qualities if we 
could only find the key, and it seemed to 
me a dreadful thing to give him the first 
push on the downward road.” Love 
sought and found the key, and the boy 
was saved. He had been much blamed, 
and often seolded, but seldom praised, 
and praise, lovingly bestowed, was to him 
like sunshine to fruit. 

Scholars are often troublesome because 
of their restless energy that seems to 
seek an outlet. There are volcanic na- 
tures which cannot get along without 
an occasional eruption. A judicious 
superintendent having pondered ways 
and means in the case of a disorderly 
boy, thought he would try giving him a 
little responsibility. So he made a sort 
of monitor of him (a thing which, how- 
ever, we do not approve; as we regard 
the “monitor” business as a mischievous 








mistake) and set him, during a por- 
tion of the school exercises, at having 
an oversight of some of the little ones. 
Next, he was intrusted with the 
roll of the infant-class, the marking 
the attendance, etc.; and finally, as he 
proved trustworthy and efficient in that 
office, he was promoted to the place of 
assistant in the library department. 
There were no more complaints of him 
after that. He had work to do, and he 
bore himself with becoming dignity and 
manliness. 

In schools where aticket system is used, 
perfect candor and fairness on the 
teacher’s part will greatly help to in- 
sure good behavior. Teachers who from 
mistaken good nature give tardy pupils 
a reward for punctuality, or unmannerly 
pupils a reward for good conduct, can- 
not expect that they will be held in 
high esteem. Neither can they look for 
good results from spasms of rigid severity 
of look and tone on their part succeeded 
by apathetic indifference. The even 
gentleness of the quiet spirit gradually 
infuses itself over a little circle of chil- 
dren. Order is atmospheric in more 
senses than one. 

Here let us say that if you have 
wretched ventilation in your school-room, 
so that breathing there is a struggle for 
life, you have no right to anticipate se- 
raphic sweetness from your scholars. It 
is hard to be saintly when at every inha- 
lation the lungs are taking in poisoned 
and poisonous air. Happily more attention 
is given to this now than of old, and our 
children are gathered into halls that are 
beautiful with pictures, inviting with 
mottoes and radiant with light, while 
pure currents of air make them sweet 
and healthful. 

Above all things, let the teacher take 
heed lest he allow himself to feel a personal 
dislike to any scholar. It is in vain to 
seek to control children anywhere by ar- 
bitrary exterior rules. All growth works 
from within. The love force is the 
strongest. Silent, prayerful, brooding 
love and direct purposeful sincerity, 
united to earnest teaching, will speedily 
bring about harmony, even where there 
has been discord. 








THE LONDON SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
CONVENTION. 


ROM The Sunday-School Chronicle, 
weekly organ of the London Sun- 
day-School Union, we find that the 
lately-held Convention of teachers and 
pastors of the metropolis, was a profit- 
able gathering. We note that one mat- 
ter seemed to be considered of special im- 
portance, and was pressed with more than 
usual earnestness, perhaps, for English 
workers, namely, the more perfect union 
both of sympathy and of practical co- 
operation between the Church and the 
Sunday-school. Several clergymen in 
attendance urged the need of increasing 
this sympathy and co-operation, indi- 
cated their appreciation of Sunday- 
schools as “ their great helpers,” and re- 
marked that ministers often “ felt a great 
deal more love and sympathy for the 
work than by their pressing engagements 
they were able to manifest.” All of 
which is one of the most healthful signs 
of progress, and one on which their Ame- 
rican friends heartily congratulate them. 
We speak “not as though we had 
already attained” to this co-operation, 
as we desire to have it, but as havy- 
ing made gratifying advances toward 
it. We assure our English brethren 
that if we have made any progress in 
the last twenty years in our Sunday- 
school work it has been owing mainly to 
the growth among us of the conviction 
that the Sunday-school is a part of the 
Church, nay, is the Church itself, doing 





its duty to the young, claiming its right, 
and enjoying its privilege, of loving them 
and leading them into the ways of wisdom 
and the paths of peace. By the measure 
with which this idea prevails, do we gauge 
our highest achievements, and our best 
attainments. If we may be permitted 
the suggestion, we would say that at no 
other one point can the Sunday-school 
labors of our English brethren be pushed 
with greater promise of glorious success. 

The London Convention also intro- 
duced the blackboard as a somewhat new 
feature in such meetings. A blackboard 
review is reported to have been “a 
pleasant exercise.” It was brought in 
by the Committee with the design of 
“showing how helpful the blackboard 
may become,” and to encourage its in- 
troduction generally into Sunday-schools. 
The Committee are making arrangements 
to supply blackboards and the necessary 
materials from their Depository, as a 
part of the requisites of a Sunday-school 
outfit. From this direction, too, we may 
say, that much may be expected. But 
only with the understanding that the 
blackboard is kept within its legitimate 
limits, and employed to impress still 
further the truth that has been orally 
conveyed, and not to dissipate a single 
impression, or confuse and bewilder by its 
mazes of marks a single truth which it 
touches. 

As for the whole Convention, The 
Chronicle remarks that there is but one 
opinion as to its success. The meetings 
were enjoyed, there was much pleasant 
intercourse, but higher things were 
aimed at than these alone, and “we are 
much mistaken,” says the writer, “if our 
Sunday-schools do not for some time 
reap the benefit of the zeal and earnest- 
ness which were quickened at these meet- 
ings.” 





CHOICE OF STUDIES. 


———— 


HEN a man sets out to cultivate a 
farm, he seeks for the best methods 
of securing the largest crops consistent 
with the permanent fertility and in- 
provement of his farm. He does not ask 
what course will be most consistent with 
the views of his neighbors, what course 
will give notoriety, but what course will 
give him the most profit, the end of 
farming. 

When one enters on the culture of his 
mind, he ought to pursue a similar course. 
He should fix clearly in his mind the ob- 
ject of education, and then pursue the 
course best adapted to realize that object. 
The object of mental culture is to perfect 
the mind’s capacity for action, and to 
furnish it with knowledge to guide its 
action to teach him how to live. Its ob- 
ject is not to teach him how to live as an 
animal or a slave, but as a man—a free 
man—a man in the highest sense of the 
term. The means best adapted to this 
end should be selected. In the selection 
of these means, and in the efficient use of 
them, consists the work of education. 

This course, so reasonable as to com- 
mand the assent of every one to whom it 
is stated, is seldom pursued. The question 
with some is, What do other people do in 
this matter? what books do they read? 
what branches do they study? what 
schools do they attend? With multi- 
tudes, fashion has as great influence in 
respect to education as it has in regard 
to dress. Many thoughtlessly or wilfully 
injure their bodies by obeying the dic- 
tates of fashion, and many, in like man- 
ner, dwarf their minds. 

Others ask, What course shall I pursue 
in my education that will bring me the 
largest pecuniary reward? What is the 


most useful course of study I can pur- 
sue—useful with reference to my material 
interests? If man lived by bread alone, 
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if he was made simply to acquire material 
wealth, the question would be a proper 
one, But wealth is not the chief end of 
existence. A man is not educated in 
proportion to his eapacity to make money, 
but in proportion to his capacity to do 
what God made him to do. 

We admit that some studies are more 
useful than others, and that the most 
useful ones should be pursued. Those 
are the most useful which are best 
fitted to accomplish the end of education. 
That end is found in the condition of the 
mind. Those studies which will best put 
the mind in an educated state are the 
most useful ones. They may have no 
immediate reference to preparing one for 
the acquisition of wealth. But should 
not those studies which the student will 
have occasion to put in practice in actual 
life be pursued to the neglect of others 
which have no relation to practice ? 

When two studies are equally well 
adapted to develop and discipline the 
mind, and one has relation to practical 
life, it should have the preference. The 
mind is developed by exercise, and some 
studies furnish better exercise than others. 
The principle of choice is a plain one. 
We should select such studies as are best 
adapted to give the most profitable exer- 
cise to the mind, and which at the same 
time furnish it with knowledge that may 
be useful to him in life. Some studies 
have a powerful educating force, though 
they give but little knowledge which can 
be applied to practice. These are very 
useful studies. There are others which 
furnish knowledge that will guide a man 
in the business of his life. 

It follows that the studies of the Sun- 
day-school are the most useful of studies. 
They furnish an elevated exercise to the 
mind, and knowledge that is able to 
make one wise unto salvation—the high- 
est of all pmow es knowledge. 

For the Sunday-School Times. 
THE OFFICIAL CALL 
TO THE 


INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
CONVENTION. 





HE First International (Sixth National) 
Convention of Sunday-school workers of 


America—including the United States and | 


the Dominion of Canada—is hereby called 
to meet at Baltimore, Maryland, at 10 a. Mm. 
of Tuesday, May 11, 1875, to continue in 
session until Thursday evening, May 13, 
inclusive. 

Each State and Territory of the United 
States is entitled to delegates at this Con- 
vention to the number of twice its full rep- 
resentation in Congress—Senators included. 
Canada is entitled to a similar popular rep- 
resentation, say two delegates for each 135,000 
inhabitants, with four in addition for each 
Province. 

Delegates are to be appoiated by State or 
Provincial Sunday-School (Union) Associa- 
tions, or by their official representatives. 
Where no such Associations exist, arrange- 
ments will be made for the selection of dele- 
gates on application to the Delegation Com- 
mittee of the Convention, of which Rev. 
George A. Peltz, Newark, N. J., is Chair- 
man. 

Entertainment for duly accredited dele- 
gates is kindly tendered by the citizens of 
Baltimore, in case application is made ac- 
cordingly, prior to May 1, to Rev. H. A. 
Smeltz, No. 8 North Charles Street, Balti- 
more, Md. 

Information as to possible railroad facili- 
ties may be obtained from Gen. Clinton 
B. Fisk, No. 3 Broad Street, New York. 

A Bazaar for the exhibition of Sunday- 
school helps and appliances is arranged for 
in a building convenient of access to the 
Convention. Applications for space and ac- 
commodations in this may be made to John 
C. Middleton, 805 Broadway, New York. 

Prof. Harry Sanders, of No. 15 North 


Charles Street, Baltimere, Md., is Musical 








Director of the Convention, and will secure 
due prominence to advertisements of musi- 
cal instruments and publications, if applied 
to in due season. 

By vote of the Executive Committee ap- 
pointed at the Indianapolis Convention to 
arrange for the Convention of 1875, the pro- 
gramme of this Convention includes the two 
general departments uf The Work Done, and 
The Work to be Done. Under the first 
head reports will be received from the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, from the Statistical Seo- 
retary, from the States, Territories and 
Provinces, and from the International Les- 
son Committee. Under the second head, 
the themes to be considered are: How to 
secure pupils from the unevangelized masses ; 
How to secure more pupils from the Church ; 
How to secure more efficient co-operation 
with the Home; How to secure for children 
the fullest advantages of the sanctuary ser- 
vice, and of the social meetings of the 
church; How to increase the teaching 
power of the Sunday-school. 

The growth of general interest in Sunday- 
school work ; the practical unity attained by 
Sunday-school workers in the study, to so 
large an extent, of the same Bible lessons; 
the themes selected for new discussion ; the 
enlargement of the basis of representation ; 
and the great attractiveness of the new place 
of meeting, all combine to give well-grounded 
anticipations of a more delightful, enthusi- 
astic and profitable gathering at this Con- 
vention than at either of the memorable 
Conventions which it follows. God’s blessing 
is confidently and earnestly invoked on the 
deliberations and action of this assembly of 


his servants, who are set to the study and 
teaching of his Holy Word. 
H. Cray Trumsoiu, 
Chairman of Executive Committee. 

GEORGE A. PELtTz, Secretary. 
Executive Committee for 1872-1875, 

~ ae ae Hartford, Conn. 

exter righam, Springfield, Mass. 

Alfred Taylor, 7 York. 

Stephen . Tyng, Jr., New York. 

J. H. Vincent, New York. 

Geo. A. Peltz, Newark, N. J. 

Geo. F. Davis, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

John W. Ray, ey Ind. 

Wm. Reynolds, Peoria, I 

B. F. Jacobs, Chicago, Tl 

D. A. Burr, Philadelphia, Pa. 

J.4E. McKee, Dan: Danville Ky 

Clinton B. Fisk, Sé. para ‘Mo. 

John Wood, Toronto, Canada. 

S. B. Scott, ‘Montreal, Canada. 

J. L. M. Curry, Richmond, Va. 

Charles I. Baker, Baltimore, Md. 

R. Fuller Manly, Mobile, Ala. 

S. A. Nelson, Charleston, S.C. 

John B. Gordon, Decatur, Ga. 

N. D. Cross, Selma, Ala. 

8. B. Barnitz, Wheeling, W. Va. 

A. J. Baird, Nashville, Tenn. 


E. Payson Portsr, Statistical Secretary, 
Chicago, Ill. 











A new teachers’ paper, called simply 
“ The Sunday-School,” has been started at 


Wilmington, Del., to be published semi- 
monthly. 


In the Fiji Islands the Wesleyans have 
2600 Sabbath-school teachers and 50,000 


scholars and as many day-school teachers 
and scholars. 


The Christian Union suggests that when 
the superintendent or other blackboard ar- 
tist is constantly bothering the school with 
his chalk pictures, “the boards should be 
thoroughly greased beforehand” ! 





The Sunday-school has found its way into 
Japan. One is established at Kobe, in that 


| country, the first in which the Japanese lan- 
| guage is used. There are about forty schol- 
| ars, whose ages range from five to fifty 


years. 


The admirably conducted Sunday-school 
department in Mr. Talmage’s paper, The 
Christian at Work, is, we understand, under 
the direct charge of our old friend the Rev. 
Alfred Taylor, whose long experience in 
Sunday-school matters, and whose skillful 
pen, find congenial employment in such 
work. He is also, we believe, editor of the 





three or four beautiful children’s papers 
published by The Christian at Work A-so- 
ciation. Success to him and it and them! 


Prof. H. 8. Osborn, the Biblical scholar, 
prepares each week a lesson, printed on an 
eight-page tract, containing the geography, 
word-meanings, comments, questions and 
notes, specially for the use of his Bethel 
school at Oxford, Ohio. They are called 
“The Bethel International Lessons.” 


The Rev. Edward A. Rand, writing to 
The Sunday-School World, on the sanitary 
blessedness of a day of rest, gives his con- 
viction that Christian workers sometimes 
work too much on Sunday, and points his 
thought with the wise remark that “ just to 
get a sinner out to church it is not well to 
get the saint into his grave.” 


“The Orthodox Greek Church in Russia, 
remembering the words of Jesus Christ, 
Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not,’ permits even the irrespon- 
sible to take part at the table of the Lord, 
and a beautiful custom exists in Russia 
of bringing all children, during Easter 
week, to the reception of the Holy Commu- 
nion.” 


The Independent speaks the sentiment of 
many teachers when it says: “There are Sun- 
day-school magazines which might prove 
useful to teachers, if their publishers did not 
roll them for mailing. A magazine, like a 
manuscript, is spoiled for practical use by 
being rolled. If there is anything good in 
it, it is not likely to be known. Its moral 
influence is destroyed by the method of its 
mailing.” 

The Chicago Teacher, quoting our indict- 
ment against Mrs. Partington in the Sunday- 
school class, sets both the innocent old 
lady and her Ike against us in the following 
fine fashion: “That editor don’t know no- 
thin’ of the call there is in teachin’ for lin- 


. guisteral entertainments ; if so, he had better 


try one of ’em on, like Ike, now, for instance. 
He’d make any sort 0’ words lose their 
temper and get into bad spells,” 


It griev es us to note the sudden death 
while traveling abroad, of Mr. John E. 
Gould, of Philadelphia, a gentleman well 
known for his labors in connection especially 
with Sunday-school singing. He was author 
of “ Songs of Gladness,”’ and of several tunes 
of great merit, that have become quite popular 
in Sunday-school circles. Mr. Gould was for 
years the head of a large musical house in 
our city—the firm of Gould & Fischer. 





The school of the Congregational Church, 
Alpena, Mich., gives to each of its scholars 
who has been present every Sunday in any 
year one of the following papers for the en- 
suing year, viz., The Youth’s Companion, 
Little Corporal, School-Day Magazine, and 
The Nursery. Last year thirty were present 
every Sunday. This has been the custom 
for several years, and at present is the only 
reward given in connection with the school. 


Prof. Churchill, of Oberlin, says that too 
many hours of study are exacted of pupils 
in the public schools; that instructors are 
careless of the amusements of children ; that 
the courses of study require too much, only 
afew of the brighter ones being able to 
perform the labor required in the time al- 
lotted. He advocates not the lowering of 
the standard of the High School, but the 
lengthening of the time devoted to the 
lower grade. 


State Superintendent Bateman, of Illinois, 
includes in his annual report this sensible 
and practical paragraph in regard to the 
teaching of the future: “The era of shams 
and cheats and clap-trap in education will 
have gone by. Rewards and prizes, and 
other artificial and vicious incentives to 
study will no longer be known, and with 
them the arbitrary, unjust and preposterous 
practice of pretending to note a student’s 
intellectual, moral and deportmental rank 
and standing by a mechanical system of 
marks, will also be numbered with the dis- 
earded rubbish of an obsolete educational 
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Semmes The hopes that have been 
crushed, the hearts that have been stung, 
the irreparable mischief that has been 
wrought by that puerile and abominable 
system should have sent it to the moles and 
the bats long ago.” 


This being the semi-centennial year of the 
American Sunday-School Union, a series of 
celebrations are to be held in the chief cities 
of the United States. One such meeting 
took place in Hartford, Conn., Feb. 17. The 
Hon. Henry P. Haven, Vice President of 
the Union, presided. In his address he 
stated that since the formation of the Union 
60,000 Sunday-schools had been organized, 
and 3,000,000 teachers and scholars had 
been gathered together. The Union now 
sustains over 1,200 Sunday-schvols in the 
United States. 





A local newspaper in Chicopee, Mass., 
has this appreciative notice in a late issue : 
“The Third Congregational Sunday-School 
behaves in a way that is worthy of a general 
emulation: Only one teacher out of 31 in 
the school was absent, yesterday, and that 
one was ill; while every member of ten of 
the classes was present. The whole school 
is deeply interested in the course of study 
now pursued, the international series of les- 
sons, and the lessons are made the subject 
of special Sunday-school prayer meetings, 
Monday evenings.” 





PRorF. Hazsry, of the Northwestern The- 
ological Seminary, thinks that the whole 
matter of story-telling and merry-making 
has been pushed to an unreasonable length 
in our Sabbath-schools. Not unlikely. “ The 
object should not be amusement, but solid 
instruction. Why should the children of 
the Sabbath-school be fed on this silly trash 
any more than the children of the week-day 
schools? As a general rule, in all good 
schools, when the laugh begins, instruction 
ends.” Oh no, not always! “One would 
suppose,” he adds, “ that the laugh was not 
more needed in religious instruction in the 
house of God on the Sabbath day, to say the 
least, than it is in other good schools.” 
Yes, but not a few schools of the other sort 
would also be wonderfully refreshed by a bit 
of genial pleazantry, once in a while.—“ [.lus- 
trated Bible Studies.” 
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For The Sunday-Schoo!l Times. 
STARTLING ! 


HAT was a startling declaration 

you made, sir,” said an intelligent, 
thinking man to the writer, after hearing 
it stated at a regular monthly Sunday- 
school temperance meeting, “that hardly 
one confirmed drunkard in a hundred is 
saved from a drunkard’s grave and hell.’’ 
“Tt set me to thinking,” said he, “ and 
I really believe it is only too true.” 

Yes, it is only too true. Look around 
you. Count the drunkards you know. 
Carefully note the number of those who 
have been able to reform permanently. I 
emphasize the word permanently, because 
I know that when a sudden calamity be- 
falls a community, a family circle, or a 
friend, resulting from the use of intoxi- 
cating drinks, there have been some tem- 
porary reformations ; but alas! how few 
are lasting; and these few, generally, by 
nothing short of the grace of God con- 
verting the soul, 

Do you ask why itis? Let me try to 
answer. Did you ever speak with one 
of these sin-scarred, Satan-bound breth- 
ren of yours? If not, seek one. Sit 
down by his side alone. Speak heart- 
words tohim. You may thus, perhaps, 
get hisearand his confidence. He will tell 
you that something stronger than steel 
fetters holds him, binding his will so 
that he has lost all control of himself; 
and that his once free will is now mort- 
gaged to Satan; and, like the fly in the 
spider's web, the more he struggles to 
free himself, the more fatally he finds 
that he is in the power of bis enemy. 
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He will mourn his powerless efforts to 
get free. His broken oaths of absti- 
nence laugh him to scorn. Remorse 
of soul fills him. He abhors him- 
self. He wishes that he were dead. All 
these, he will tell you, are but a faint 
suggestion of the horrots of a drunkard’s 
existence, 

This is indeed the oft-told tale; the 
old, old terrible story that has almost 
ceased to awaken any sympathy in the 
hearts of most citizens, philanthropists, 
and, shall I say? Christians. Is it nota 
lamentable state of things, when society, 
the Church and the religious press treat 
this subject so coolly, while all agree 
that drunkenness is a great king among 
evils,—the acknowledged most formida- 
ble hindrance to the progress of Christ’s 
Church in the world ? 

Is it because it has become so common 
a sin that it thereby loses its importance? 
Should this not rather be the reason why 
the schools, the newspapers and the pul pits 
should ring out the alarm? Where rests 
the responsibility in regard to this in- 
creasing evil? Ponder the question pray- 
erfally. Does any belong to you, reader? 

But is there no remedy? Is there, in- 
deed, no balm in Gilead? There is. It 
is simple. It is effective. What is it? 

It is not the Washingtonian move- 
ment revived. This, for the time being, 
did a good work; but, for reasons given 
above, it was not a permanent work. 
Very many who were believed to be 
hopefully reformed soon fell back again 
into their old habits, and large numbers 
of them went off under the mortgage. 

It is not the order of the Sons of Tem- 
peranen, or Good Templars. These, each 

n their way, did, and are still doing, some 
good. They are making some progress; 
but oh, how slowly! Not more than one 
in every hundred can be counted as per- 
manently reformed, the great mass going 
off under the mortgage. 

I would not be understood as saying 
anything to discourage these movements. 
I know that some young persons connect 
themselves with these societies who never 
. drank intoxicating liquors, and who are 
thus saved from drinking habits, and 
likewise some who may have been drink- 
ing occasionally, But the ote. of 
these classes is small. Not one in three 
hundred of our population belon;s to any 
of these orders, hat are such meagre 
efforts among such multitudes? How 
inefficient their work ! 

After many years of close observation 
and practical experience, I have come to 
believe that the remedy is in the intro- 
duction of this work into the Sunday- 
schools throughout the land. These 
schools, as a general rule, are attached to 
a church, and are therefore under its 
fostering care. This makes it a sure base 
on which the superstructure of an ef- 
fotens temperance organization may be 

uilt, 

I have a practical illustration. The 
church to which I belong had ten years 
ago a membership, of about one hundred. 
It sent its pastor and one of the elders as 
delegates to the National Temperance 
Convention held that year at Saratoga 
Springs. A very large number of: dele- 
met were present, among them the late 

vernor Buckingham and Hon, Gerrit 
Smith, the Rev. T. L. Cuyler, and others 
of like prominence in the work. After 
hearing all that was said, our delegates 
were impressed most with the thought, 
that to accomplish any lasting good, the 
young must be taught to shun and abhor 
the evil, beginning at the age when the 
great Teacher and Reformer called them 
to him and said, “Suffer little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto me, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

Upon their return a Sunday-school Tem- 
perance Society was formed, using the 
pledge adopted at that Convention, to 
wit: 

“We, the undersigned, do agree and pledge 
ourselves that we will not use intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage, nor traffic in them; that we will 
not provide them as an article of entertainment 
or for persons in our on and that in all 
suitable ways we will discountenance the use of 
them throughout the community.” 

The plan adopted for its government 
is as follows: lect an energetic Presi- 
dent, whose heart is in full sympathy 
with the work, several Vice Presidents, 
Secretary and Treasurer (the duties of 





the last-named officer is not onerous, as 

the expenses of the Association for nine 

ears were only one dollar, for the blank- 
k for rules, pledge and signature). 


The meetings are held monthly, at the 
close of the school on the last Sunday of 
the month, never taking more than 
half an hour, oftener only fifteen to 
twenty ‘minutes, the superintendent of 
the school shortening his exercises on 
that day ten to fifteen minutes. The 
meetings are presided over by the Presi- 
dent, or one of the Vice Presidents, who 
are always prompt, and prepared to make 
some short, pointed remarks, generally 
giving incidents resulting from the use 
of intoxicating drinks calculated to im- 
press the youthful mind with the horrors 
of drunkenness; the importance of lead- 
ing sober and virtuous lives; the danger 
of using wines and liquors in a social 
way, and the degradation it entails upon 
the user as well as the seller. 

The relation of such thoughts to the 
youthful, as well as to the adult mind, 
never fails of having the most attentive 
consideration. 

These exercises are always opened with 
singing a few appropriate verses, and a 
short prayer, led by one of the teachers 
standing or kneeling in his class, The 
pledge is then read by the Secretary. 
After the opening remarks by the pre- 
siding officer, the Secretary proceeds 
from class to class offering the pledge for 
signatures, which is written in the book 
above referred to; in the meantime there 
are short addresses (all addresses are 
short and to the point) or singing. Im- 
mediately after the Secretary has made 
his round to all the classes (this is dane 
at all the meetings), the number signing 
the pledge is announced, and the meet- 
ing closes. The superintendent then re- 
sumes charge of the school, and imme- 
diately proceeds to dismiss it. 

Now for results, During the space of 
a little over nine years seven hundred 
and fifty scholars, teachers, officers and 
visitors have signed the pledge, It rarely 
occurs ‘that a new scholar, young or old, 
attends the school for three consecutive 
months, that his or her name is not vol- 
untarily added to the pledge. We have 
no instance where scholars under twelve 
years of age ever broke their pledge ; but 
we have the evidence of their being, 
without an exception, pronounced friends 
of temperance; many having gone to 
reside in other places throughout the 
country carrying their abstinence prin- 
ciples with them, and putting them into 
practice by establishing associations 
similar to the one above referred to in 
Sunday and public day-schools at their 
new homes. Some of the teachers who 
were in the habit of using wine in their 
family and social gatherings, and who 
never thought it necessary fur them to 
pledge themselves, within six months 
after the organization of the association 
gave up the use of it, signed the pledge, 
and have become earnest advocates of 


pe, ee e 
others have brought their little chil- 
dren to school on these occasions, and 
after explaining the object and the pledge 
to them, asking them whether they 
would not like to have their names placed 
to the pledge, have guided their little 
hands as they took the pen to write 
their names. In every instance we 
are rewarded now, after years have 
rolled on, with the most zealous advocates 
we have in these very children. Ten 
ears ago the school had about one hun- 
and and fifty scholars. It has now over 
three hundred and fifty. The church 
had about one hundred members. It has 
now over three hundred, a large propor- 
tion of them being from the school. 

It is a notable fact that when once a 
child takes its first step in the right di- 
rection openly, by its own free act, it is 
easier to take the next and more impor- 
tant step in a public profession of Christ. 

And now, in view of this practical suc- 
cess, I appeal to all workers among the 
young. ill not you, dear pastor, 
teacher, or friend of Jesus, look at this 
subject earnestly and give it your serious 
thought? I think I have shown, (1st.) 
That there is little hope to reform the 
poor confirmed drunkard. (2d.) The 
efforts heretofore used by certain socie- 
ties, outside of the Church, are too in- 
efficient for the work. And (3d.) That 
the only effective plan is to prevent the 
growth and spread of intemperance, by 
commencing with the young in our Sab- 
bath-schools, on the principle of the old 
adage, “‘ An ounce of prevention.” 

In conclusion, I ask, Why should any 
Christian hesitate a moment to com- 





mence work earnestly with the young, 
when it is such a clear duty, and when 
youth is the time of life when last- 
ing impressions must be made? Is it not 
evident that the Church, to a very great 
extent, has neglected this duty too long? 
Where lies the fault? Is it indeed with 
the members of Christ’s body, the 
Church? Is it not written, “ Judgment 
must begin at the house of God”? Are 
we not, dear Christian brethren, respon- 
sible in a great measure, through our 
neglect, for the habits of society in this 
regard? Let us examine ourselves and 
see who of us in the camp are troubling 


Israel! Are there indeed any Achans 
among us, who may be hiding the ac- 
cursed thing, the decanter, in the midst 


of their tents? If so, “ Up,. .. sanctify 
yourselves,. .. for... there is an ac- 
cursed thing in the midst of thee; . 
thou canst not stand before thine ene- 
mies, until ye take away the accursed 
thing from among you.” 


— York, Penn’a. D. E. 8. 
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REVIEWING. 

HE lesson of the previous Sabbath, 

on “Caleb’s Inheritance,” was read 
responsively and thoughtfully by the 
whole audience, led by Dr. Vincent, with 
a view to “going back,” or reviewing; 
after which the lesson for the coming 
Sabbath, “The Land Divided,” in Joshua 
18: 1-10, was read responsively. 

In the lesson of last week, Whom do 
you think about? The tribe to which 
he belonged? Came on an embassy? 
Brought with them a certain plea for a 
particular patriarch? For a particular 
purpose? Age of patriarch at this time? 
and at the time of the event spoken of, 
which happened long ago? When he 
was appointed to a certain commission ? 
All these questions give the key-note to 
the lesson. 

The patriarch referred to is Caleb, son 
of Jephunneh. He was a Kenezite, and 
came to Joshua with the children of 
Judah to Gilgal, near the Jordan, to 
claim the inheritance given him by the 
promise of God. Caleb was 85 years 
old when he entered Canaan to en- 
joy his inheritance. He wasaspy. He 
came to “ espy out the land.” He brought 
the report as it was in his heart—a good 
place to have it. He had in his heart 
God’s plan and purpose. We see things 
as they are in our heart. As the delicate 
haze of an autumn day tinges the whole 
landscape, so the love of God in our 
hearts will give a coloring to every act 
of our hfe. How does Caleb speak of 
the ten spies? As brethren. What was 
the secret of his safety? He believed 
God. He wholly followed the Lord. It 
was entire consecration. It made his 
body young when he was old, and his 
spirit was of good courage. In his posi- 
tion he was honored. In his possessions 
he was abundantly provided for. Can 
any one recall the qualities of Caleb’s 
life? (1) Trust; (2) Service; (3) In- 
heritance (secured); (4) Rest. He dis- 
played (5) his Honesty; (6) Consecra- 
tion. The initial letters of these five 
qualities, spelled backward, spell the 
word CH RIS T. 

Five Points of Analysis. 

In the present lesson for the coming 

Sabbath there are five points of an outline. 


1. The Great Congregation. Who com- 
osed the great congregation? The chil- 
} so of Israel. Where was it? At Shiloh, 


Shechem in Ephraim, and Jerusalem, 
near the centre of Palestine. What did 
they do? Set up the tabernacle. Where 
had it been? At Gilgal about seven 
years, now removed to Shiloh. 2. The 
Just laint. By whom was the just 
complaintmade? By Joshua. To whom? 
Children of Israel. Why did he com- 





plain of slackness? The Lord had given 
the land to them and the land had been 
subdued. 3. A New Commission. How 
many men to each tribe? Three. How 
many tribes? Seven. Whole number of 
commissioners? Twenty-one. By whom 
were they appointed? By the several 
tribes. By whom were they sent out? By 
Joshua. For what purpose? “ Rise, go, 
describe, come back.” It is a nice thin 
to have one’s work definitely described. 
4. An Honored Company. Who were 
they? The Levites, who had all the good 
of everything without any of the responsi- 
bility of it. The priesthood of the Lord. 
5. A Judicious Conclusion. By casting 
lots, referring the whole matter to the 
Lord, and giving the land to the people. 
There is nothing so useful to a review as 
a good outline. 
The Difficulties. 

Any difficulties in this lesson were 
called for from the class, The following 
were given: 1. Why did Judah and 
Ephraim receive their inheritance with- 
out lot? 2. Why was Manasseh di- 
vided? 3. Why was the ark brought to 
Shiloh? 4. Were there any obstacles in 
the way of enemies to this survey? 5. 
Why did they use the lot? 6. What was 
the lot? 7. Why did Joshua censure for 
slackness when the people had no places 
assigned tothem? 8. Why did not the 
half-tribe of Mannasseh have delegates? 
9. How do you explain the inequality of 
the decision? 10, Why did they not 
give Dan more room? 11. Why was 
Simeon left out in Moses’s blessing? 


Auswers to the Difficulties. 


1. Judah and Ephraim receive their 
inheritance without the lot, because they 
asked for it. Caleb belonged to one tribe 
and Joshua to the other. Jacob’s bless- 
ing gave to Juseph the land. They had 
won it through enterprise. It was the 
divine appointment through Moses, 2. 
Manasseh was divided because the 
tribes on the east side had more cattle. 
Both Ephraim and Manasseh inheri- 
ted Joseph’s portion. 4. Were there any 
obstacles in dividing the land? Prob- 
ably not. Many of the cities were still 
in the hands of the Canaanites. The 
enemies were still there, but a few men 
might pass through without molesta- 
tion. 5. We do not know why they 
used the lot. It was the command of 
the Lord. No one knows what the lot 
was. It might have been the dropping 
of seven pebbles into a box, and then 
one man drew for Ashur and selected 
the land for Ashur, ete. 7. Joshua 
censured them for slackness because of 
the spirit they manifested to sit still and 
not go forward to possess the land after 
it was subdued. 9. The inequality was 
afterward rectified. Some tribes were 
more numerous than others. 10. Dan 
got more room by going north. 11. We 
do not know why Simeon was left out in 
Moses’s blessing. That is a matter to be 
looked up by the class. The question 
was asked why the priesthood was chosen 
from the tribe of Levi, who was one of the 
most cruel of men. Answer. God ofien 
chooses the most imperfect and wicked 
men to be the most honored servants 
that his grace may appear the more. 

THE NORMAL-CLASS LECTURE 

On Reviewing Lessons. 

1, A man takes up a book, a page of 
which contains an elaborate argument. 
He does not master the argument satis- 
factorily. He takes it up again and finds 
it alittle clearer. He reads it athird time 
with greater satisfaction, and so on for 
the fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh time, 
when he finds he understands it better 
and better. The review at the time did it. 
2. In two weeks he takes it up again, 
and he gets a stronger hold on it, and 
after two or three times reading it, he 
gets a wider range of the subject. He 
could almost state it himself without the 
book. It was a review after a lapse of 
time. The element of time is not to be 
forgotten. It gives added power to a 
review. 3. Sometime after, he meets a 
friend who is attracted by the same train 
of thought, and they look over the argu- 
ment and talk about it. The review, un- 


| der the inspiration of another mind, in- 


| creases his mastery of the argument. 4. 


in Palestine. About what part? Between | A week after, he finds it necessary to 


state the argument in a letter to a friend. 
After he has written it out, he finds he 
can tell it. The review, in order to a clear 


re statement, did it. 
Here, then, we have 
Four Distinct Reviews 
of a subject: (1.) Attentive revision at 
the time, (2.) After a time, (3.) Aided by 
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another. (4.) Aiding another. You thus 
find the unconscious corroboration of the 
argument, whether you are conscious of 
it or not. The two minds are like the 
stones of a mill turning against each 
other, grinding unconsciously the wheat 
that is dropped into the hopper. 
Four Suggestions on Reviews. 


1. The Sunday-school teacher should 
accustom himself carefully and frequently 
to review every subject which he wishes 
to understand, for his own spiritual profit, 
and for the advantage of his class. 2. 
The Sunday-school teacher should en- 
courage and urge his pupils to make a 
careful and frequent individual review of 
every lesson. 3. The Sunday-school 
teacher should insist upon weekly, semi- 
monthly, monthly and quarterly lesson re- 
views in hisclass. 4. ‘The Sunday-school 
superintendent should require weekly, 
monthly, quarterly and annual reviews 
from the whole school. 

.Four Advantages of Reviews. 


1. Frequent reviews give more definite 
views of truth. 2. Frequent reviews give 
deeper insight into truth. 3. Frequent re- 
views give more comprehensive views of 
truth. 4. Frequent reviews give perma- 
nency to our knowledge of truth. 

The most eminent artists often say 
they go back to a picture, to find new 
beauties, after the first examination of it. 
So in every subject. You may point to 
me the beauties of a single tree, but I 
shall not appreciate its full beauty till I 
see itsurrounded by the landscape. [asked 
a gentleman to name to me the books of: 
the Bible, and he could not. I asked a 
distinguished minister to do it, and he 
did it, remarking it was drilled into him 
when a boy. Go over and over and over 
the very form of sound words, and it will 
impress the understanding. 

There are 

Four Classifications of Reviews. 


1. As to subjects: (1.) The teacher; 
(2.) The class; (3.) The school. 

2. As to the time: (1.) Weekly; (2.) 
Monthly; (3.) Quarterly; (4.) Annual. 

3. As to the sinds: (1.) Topical, in- 
cluding ‘“‘titles,” “topics,” ‘‘golden 
texts,” and “outlines;” (2.) Detailed, 
including study of all leading facts and 
lessons. 

4. As to the methods: (1.) The “lec- 
ture review;”’ (2) The “written re- 
view;” (3.) The “catechetical review;” 
(4.) The “conversational review ;” (5.) 
The “concert review.” 

The Best Review. 

1. We review to know, to make sure 
of what we know; to know it better, and 
to make others know. 2. We review to 
be. The best review is that which makes 
the truth a force in character. 3. The 
best themes for review are the “ Mercies 
of God” in our own lives: (a) The days 
of sin, when nothing but God’s grace 
could reach us; (4) The first deliverance 
of grace; (c) The processes of grace; (d) 
The processes of the Divine Providence 
under grace. 3. The best review is the 
review by a grateful heart of the mercies 
of God. Consult Deut. 24:18; Psalm 
30:4; Deut. 8:2; Isaiah 46:9; Psalm 
143:5; Psalm 111:4; Rev. 2: 5; Rev. 
5:9; Rev.7:13-17. (These references 
were called for by Dr. Vincent, and read 
by the class aloud.) (Sunday-school 
workers do not make enough of the 
spiritual ends of the true review.) 


Ten Practical Hints about Reviews. 


1. Many short reviews make a long 
review easy and agreeable. 2. Indi- 
vidual exactness in review will make 
general reviews exact. 3. Thoroughness 
in a little is worth more than superfici- 
ality in much. Five minutes at the very 
core of a subject is worth more than a 
longer time on the details. 4. The exact 
language of Scripture is better than our 
modification of it. 5, One’s own plan of 
review, well handled, is better than a 
better plan inefliciently carried out. 
David fought better with a sling and five 
smooth stones from the brook than he 
would have done in Saul’s armor. 6. All 
plans are helpful to a man who bas a plan 
of his own. 7. Appeal to the eyes in re- 
viewing the lessons. (Blackboard, pic- 
tures, &c.) 8. Avoid devices which divert, 
by their ingenuity, from the truth to be 
taught. (Man’s wit may hide God’s wis- 
dom.) 9. Avoid all pretence; let the re- 
view be genuine. Fixing up a school to 
show off is all asham—to get twenty schol- 
ars to answer all the questions. A boy 
knows very well, when a superintendent 
has trained him to say a certain thing 
for weeks previous, so that he may ap- 
pear very smart, that it is all for a show. 
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Let us be honest in religious matters, if 
nothing else. 10. Know when to close a 
review. 

Getting the Practical Thoughts. 

The following is an outline of getting 
the practical thoughts of this lesson. 
The thing to do is to hold up this inheri- 
tance to the child. 1. Source of the in- 
heritance. One word in the lesson indi- 
cates the source—Gift, Grace. 2. Con- 
queror of thatinheritance. The Captain 
of the Lord’s host, through Joshua. 3, 
King of the inheritance. In the midst 
of the great congregation. At Shiloh. In 
the Tabernacle. Near the Ark. The 
Shekinah was before the Lord himself. 
4. The blessednesss of the inheritance. 
It was in the very place where the Lord 
dwelt, Shiloh. Rest includes four things 
—Pardon, Purity, Peace, Paradise. Here- 
after is the rest of faith. Peace, where 
there is no sin and no sorrow. What a 
blessed inheritance Shiloh suggests! 5. 
Possessors; they had two peculiarities ; 
they were devout, and diligent (not slack). 
No amount of devotion will compensate 
for slackness in service. Not those who 
see the land described in a book are the 
inheritors of it. Not those who aspire 
after Christ obtain him, The more noise 
a locomotive makes the less real work it 
does. I sympathize with a religion that 
has a good deal todo. When a man 
is intent on a great and holy purpose, 
he has very little to say about it. It 
is one thing to rejoice over Canaan, 
and another thing to cultivate it. 
Be like Joshua, who had a right to his, 
or like Caleb, who had taken acity. I 
think a man who is out of debt and has 
a good business, with the love of Christ 
in his heart and a precious little pro- 
perty, is aking. There is not a Christian 
man of this sort who may not go through 
this city and enjoy all its beauties better 
than any other man. Its picture-gal- 
leries are open to him, and any gentle- 
man of wealth would invite him to enjoy 
his own private art treasures. Such a 
man, loving Christ and serving him dili- 

ently and faithfully in Christian work, 
eads the happiest and most beautiful 
life in the world. Such was the life of 
the Levites of old, who had all the good 
of everything without any of the care and 
responsibility. 

Practical Difficulties 
connected with this lesson were called 
for from the audience. 1. To find the 
proper superintendent with the readiness 
and tact to conduct areview. 2. To per- 
suade the children to study it. 3. To 
get teachers who will carry out the re- 
vew. 4. To get time to make the re- 
view. 5. To make it interesting to the 
scholars. 

Answers to Objections. 

Men who think they have not tact, 
will get it often by faithful practice and 
trial. The minister has the primary right 
to make the review if he wishes. When 
the superintendent is unwilling to make 
the review, he should select the ablest 
man in the Sunday-school or church to 
do it for him. 6. Would you have re- 
views when there are no teachers’ meet- 
ings? Answer: Certainly. There should 
be weekly, semi-monthly, monthly and 
quarterly reviews. All the superintend- 
ents who have reviews in their Sunday- 
schools were requested to rise. Twelve 
arose. 

Dr. Vincent said: When a superin- 
tendent is full of the subject, there will 
be no difficulty. Write an outline with 
six or eight questions, with a little talk 
to teachers at teachers’ meetings. When 
you have tried it for one Sunday, you 
will want it for two Sundays. When 
you have had it two Sundays, you will 
want it four Sundays. When you have 
had it four Sundays, you will want it 
every three months! Some superintend- 
ents have an annual review! I think if 
we would make a good deal of the topie 
(which is the main, truth of the lesson) 
and the “ outline” (as I have described 
in this lesson) for each lesson, that once. 
in four Sundays you would find no dif- 
ficulty in interesting your school for an 
hour in a review. There is a servant girl 
in my house who goes to the “lecture 
class” and recites all the topics and the 
golden texts of each lesson. 

The great need in our Sunday-school 
work is to Review! ReEvIEW!! RE- 
VIEW—the REVIEW of God’s mercies 
in our hearts. 





“Captious pupils” are often found in our 
older classes, says Our Bible Teacher. “They 
must not be too severely wounded, or the 
power to do them is sacrificed.” ... 
‘A firm, though kind hand is necessary.” 





“For The Sunday-School Times 
RELATION OF THE SUNDA Y- 


SCHOOL TO THE CHURC. 
OF THE FUTURE. 


The Better Things to be Hoped for. 


BY THE REV. W. H. H. MARSH. 


(THIRD PAPER.) 


HERE are many things making the 
outlook toward the Church of the 
future one of great hopefulness. There are 
indeed others that cause us to fear, but even 
these are incidental to the religious and 
mental developments of our day, and not 
essential and fundamental. We should not 
close our eyes to those existing or appre- 
hended dangers, but clearly seeing and 
fully appreciating the magnitude of their 
power for evil, use any jus® means for nul- 
lifying their influence, and, if possible, for 
eradicating them. 

But the darkest cloud that may now seem 
to be hanging over the future prospects of 
the Church of Christ is skirted with a silver 
lining. The signs of the times are full of 
golden promises. Results more glorious 
than any heretofore achieved seem now 
about to be realized. The time between 
the sowing and the reaping is not so long, 
for the ploughman almost overtakes the 
reaper, and the gatherer of grapes him who 
presses out the wine. Never were there 
greater reasons for laboring in hope than 
now. The fields are white, ready to the 
harvest, and the waving grain invites the 
agile reaper. There are many things in- 
spiring our most glowing hopes of the fu- 
ture and stimulating us to increased activity, 
but nothing is more encouraging, nothing 
promises a richer harvest in its influence on 
the Church of the future, than the Sunday- 
school of the present. 


It Promises a more General Preva- 
lence of Biblical Knowledge. 


Wesay “ Biblical knowledge” purposely, 
'n order to prevent confounding our meaning 
with the knowledge of systematic theology. 
For this, though founded on the teachings 
of Scripture, is distinct from Bfblical knowl- 
edge, and every earnest Bible student knows 
that as his strictly Biblical knowledge in- 
creases, he is compelled to modify the views 
he received in the study of systematic the- 
ology, whether he pursued its study in the 
halis of a theological seminary, or read the 
worksof its great masters, as Gill, or Ridgely, 
or Hill, or Dick. What we most of all 
want is to know by the prayerful study of 
God’s Word what it contains, for there is 
no one cause that renders ineffective to so 
great an extent the pastor’s effurt to edify 
his congregation by imparting to them a 
knowledge of the truth so much as their 
ignorance of the Bible. We have hundreds 


of church members of considerable general 


intelligence, conversant with science and 
politics and the current topics of the day, 
who know but little of the Bible. They 
have not studied it. They do not know its 
contents as they might know them and 
ought to know them. 

But the Sunday-school is preparing the 
way for a very different condition of things 
in the Church of the future. The Book ex- 
pounded is the Bible. The aim is to impart 
a knowledge of what it contains. The Book 
is studied as a whole. The scholars are 
made to look on its pages and to study what 
they make knowftt The Book is in their 
hands, and they are urged to search in it for 
proofs of all that they are taught. Thus their 
conceptions of Bible truth are being formed 
by the Bible itself, 

Nor is this all. They are learning much 
of the history, geography, botany and orni- 
thology of the Scriptures. The amount of 
knowledge being imparted respecting these 
and kindred sciences, to which allusion is so 
frequently made in the Bible, is very great ; 
and, as facilities for imparting it increase the 
knowledge of these things,.must become 
yet more general and more accurate. No 
hearers in our congregations comprehend 
allusions to these things more intelligently 
than those who are connected With our Sun- 


day-schools. They have received the pre- 
vious training fitting them to note any such 
allusions, and creating an appetite for any 
additional light our references may throw 
on the topic. 

The Sunday-school is diffusing a knowl- 
edge of the Bible, and as the membership 
of the Church of the future will be composed 
largely of the School of the present, we may 
confidently anticipate a far more general 
prevalence of Biblical knowledge in the 
Church of the future. 


It Promises an Increase of Christian 
Activity. 


The present, beyond any age, is marked 
by Christian enterprise and activity. Never 
were the laity of our churches so earnest, so 
generous and so tireless in their sympathy 
with the cause of Jesus as now. It is reason 
for devout thanksgiving that so many of 
them are ready for every good word and work. 
But it must be remembered that this is the 
age of Sunday-schools, and the Sunday- 
school has been one of the main instrumen- 
talities for the development of the enlarged 
enterprise and stirring activity among the 
laity of our churches. More than this. 
Many of the best worker swe have in our 
churches were trained in the Sunday-school, 
were regenerated there by divine grace, 
and thence received into membership of 
the church. This class of members, to-day, 
constitute the best portion of our churches. 
They are ready for work and fruitful in ex- 
pedients for helping the pastor and building 
up the churen. If mission-schools are 
needed, or if a good cause is advocated, 
they are ready to respond, because they 
have most heart and miost of that peculiar 
sort of information that prepares a man to 
appreciate those things. But if the activi- 
ties of the present are thus so intimately 
connected with the Sunday-school, began 
with it, and have been so directly developed 
in it, and grown out of it, then the infer- 
ence is just that we may certainly expect 
there will be a corresponding increase in the 
activities of ‘the Church of the future ; that 
we shall have fewer drones then, and that 
all will be living epistles, shining lights. 
Sunday-schools and missionary enterprises, 
so marked a feature in the religious life of our 
age, are most healthful indications. There 
may be incidental evils in their manage- 
ment, there may be partial perversion in 
the definition of their design; and those 
who labor in or help them may not always 
be influenced by motives wholly commend- 
able and strictly Biblical. But, neverthe- 
less, they are of God, and these things are 
only such as ae inseparable from any di- 
vine enterprise, when committed to man. 
Hence, while we do not expect the activities 
of the Church will be free from human 
imperfectness, we do contemplate, with joy, 
the promise we have in the Sunday-school 
of the present of the increased activities of 
the Church of the future. And we are con- 
fident that God, who carefully watches over 
all the interests of his cause, will so guide 
the increased activities of the future as to 
make them subordinate to his glory ; that 
the sanctified energies of men will not be 
seen in the earnest desire of every laborer 
to honor God in his body and spirit which 
are his. 

It Promises an Increase of the Mis- 
sionary Spirit. 

It was the inspiration of this spirit that 
led to the establishment of Sunday-schools, 
and in nothing is this spirit more vigorously 
at work to-day than in their planting and 
training. And nothing is contributing more 
toward the development and guidance of a 
right feeling in reference to the general mis- 
sion work than the planting of Sunday- 
schools. For the school itself, whether con- 
nected with a local church, or planted in 
some destitute locality, is a mission to those 
who are without and “in the regions be- 
yond.” Indeed, it is a noticeable and sug- 
gestive fact that the origin of Sunday-schools 
was so nearly coeval with modern missions ; 
and it isa coincidence, implying some provi- 
dential relation, that modern missions and 


modern Sunday-schools have grown together 
in their hold on the churches, and in their 
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evangelizing power in the world. The two 
are an outgrowth of the same spirit, and 
they are harmoniously doing a like work 
+ and hastening the coming of yet more glo- 
rious conquests for Jesus the Redeemer. 

But this missionary spirit of the present, 
in its remarkable association with Sabbath- 
schools, has as clearly a connection with the 
future as it is a development from the past, 
Everything predicts the increase of this 
spirit, and points to the Sabbath-school as 
one of the chief instrumentalities by which 
that increase is to be secured. We are train- 
ing children to loye mission, and to give for 
missions; and when they know, how to pray 
in the spirit, to pray for missions. In the 
origin of modern missions great prejudice was 
encountered, because the men and women of 
that generation had not been trained so as 
to appreciate the imperative character of the 
command or pressing nature of the call of 
perishing millions. Hence the Antinomian 
spirit, so prevalent in the early years of For- 
eign Missions, was not, as some have defined, 
a reaction, but a legitimate development. 
That prejudice has been overcome—rooted 
out. But how? By training the young 
mainly. And new we have more men ready 
to give, and heartstready to pray, for the suc- 
ceas of missions than ever before, And the 
same cause will as certainly remove the indif- 
ference of the present, and in the next genera- 
tion bless the Church and the world with more 
of the missionary spirit than has ever been 
known hitherto, In the school we are train- 
ing the contributors and the laborers. We 
are preparing the reapers and drilling them 
in the use of the sharp sickle, while God in 
his gracious providence is preparing the 
harvest for the coming of the future reapers. 


Finally, it Promises a more Complete 
Realization of the Unity of 
Christ’s People. 


It will not obliterate denominational lines. 
We do not expect it to. It will not exer- 
cise the spirit of narrow, bigoted sectarian- 
ism. We do not expect it to; and if any 
think to make the Sunday-school a means of 
doing this, they will miserably fail, and de- 
feat the very end of Sunday-school labor. 
What we mean, is this: The Spirit of Christ 
is in the Sunday-school enterprise. That 
Spirit ia working in all who love him, and is 
making them emulous of each other in the 
prosecution of the work. It must, there- 
fore, break through and melt away the in- 
erustation of prejudice ;.and, while not cre- 
ating, will reveal to us all that we bear a 
common resemblance to the family of Christ. 
But we have reached our limit, and will 
only add, the unity the Sunday-school de- 
velops will be «nity in the ‘truth—none 
other is real—because the Bible is the text- 
book of evangelical Sunday-schools. 





GRACE MISSION, IN PHILA: 
DELPHIA. 


HIS earnest and growing Mission, in the 
extreme southwestern part of Philadel- 
phia, is an echo of the great Bethany Scliool. 
It has been now for four years “sounding 
on” the gracious news of a precious salva- 
tion, and its voice waxes stronger and clearer 
every year. 

“ Grace” was born of Bethany parentage. 
It bears the image and has inherited many 
of the traits of its parents. It had not- much 
patrimony in the shape of means and out- 
ward advantages with which to begin life, 
but began humbly as did its progenitor, and 
believed in hard work. Some of its earliest 
months were spent under a ship’s sails cov- 
ering. It now occupies a neat and spacious 
chapel, which while it is not yet fully paid 
for, will be, in the very nature of the case, 
for the mission and its work are a moral 
necessity, and the building stands as a beau- 
tiful landmark of Christian labor in the 
midst of a neighborhood morally needy. 

From a handful of workers and a little 
band of scholars Grace has grown into a 
school of 25 officers and teachers and 424 
scholars, with a church organization and a 
most devoted missionary pastor in the Rev. 
Dr. Andrew Oulver, and a most faithful 
superintendent in Mr. William Sidebottom. 





Recently their fourth anniversary was 
held. Scholars, parents, teachers and 
friends had a happy time of it. A more 
enjoyable programme of exercises is rarely 
carried out. The scholars’ parts were con- 
spicuously frequent, and well performed, 
the singing being particularly noticeable. 

Grace Mission has been most graciously 
blessed in the spiritual results of her work. 
Many trophies have been won to Christ 
there, e+ pecially from the ranks of godless 
young men. Some of these young men are 
now the most earnest and valuable workers 
in the school. 

Their new building is stili in an unfinished 
state. Funds are needed to put this band 
of workers in the best shape for doing the 
best work. Since their advent into the 
neighborhood not only the morals of the 
people, but the value of property, has greatly 
improved, and it would seem but a right 
recognition of service rendered for the 
owners of real estate and for all the public 
spirited to help in placing this beneficent 
enterprise completely out of debt, and above 
the depressing influences of money embar- 
rassments. 








pee on EE _— 
Revival Work. 
{We shall welcome correspondence and items 
for this Department from every part of the field, 
which is the world.) 





MESSRS. MOODY AND SANKEY IN 
LIVERPOOL. 





HE farewell service at Birmingham was 
held on Friday evening the 5th of Feb- 
ruary. At noon of that day Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey attended a preliminary meeting 
in London, called to confer upon the four 
months’ service soon to begin in the metro- 
polis. On Saturday, the 6th, they proceeded 
to Liverpool, and began their labors in that 
city on the next day. The Secretary of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, of Liver- 
pool, Mr. Samuel Nash, furnishes to The 
Christian a graphic account of the meetings 
from which we extract the following: 
Sunday, February 7th. 

The labors in Liverpool of our dear Ame- 
rican brethren commenced on Sunday. For 
the accommodation of the evangelists Vic- 
toria Hall has been erected. It is through- 
out a wooden structure of enormous strength. 
The internal dimensions of the building are 
174 feet long by 124 feet wide, divided by 
two rows of upright columns, which form 
the front supports of the galleries, leaving 
an open central space 72 feet in width, and 
on either side a gallery 26 feet in depth. At 
the bottom end of the hall the gallery is 40 
feet in depth, while the platform—40 feet 
square and 4 feet high—is at the other end. 
The total height of the building, from the 
floor to the ridge, is 52 feet, and to the eaves 
25 feet. The hall will seat 8000 persons, 
but the passages are wide, and, with the 
standing room, nearly, if not quite, 11,000 
persons may be able to hear easily what is 
going on. 

For the purposes of daylight, over 80 win- 
dows have been provided. For evening ser- 
vices the building is lighted by twelve pen- 
dent circular gas coron:e, six on each side, 
each fitted with 150 jets. Underneath the 
galleries there are 14 smaller corone, each 
of these latter having 15 jets. The arran 
ments for lighting, warming, and ventilating 
the building are really excellent. There are 
20 doors, all opening déutwards, from 4 to 8 
feet in width each. The acoustic properties 
of the hall are very good. This large build- 


ing has been constructed within forty days, 
and will cost £3500. 

There is a large “inquirer’s-room” ad- 
joining the platform end of the building, 116 
feet long by 34 feet broad. Arrangements 
have been made by which this room may 
be divided if necessary by means of a cur- 
tain, thus giving two good-sized rooms, each 
nearly 60 jeet long by 34 feet broad. This 
inquiry-room is lighted by skylights and 
eepeng and is ente by three large 

joors, one on either side of the platform, and 

one from the street. 
Pale (Feb. on mt was erent asaday 
preparation e visit, and special meet- 
or al the purpose of waiting on God, and 
og united confessions, praise and prayer, 
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were held. At each meeting a considerable 
number of the leading clergy and ministers 
of all denominations were upon the platform, 
showing the thoroughly unsectarian charac- 
ter of the movement, and the love and unity 
which unmistakably prevail to a large ex- 
tent amongst the Lord’s people (both cleri- 
cal and lay) in Liverpool. 
The Morning Meeting. 


The first meeting, conducted by Mr. Moody, 
was held on Sunday morning at eight o'clock, 
and was specially for “Christian workers.” 
About 4500 or more persons were present. 
There was a large attendance of ministers 
and other leading Christians on the plat- 
form. The proceedings commenced by Mr. 
Moody giving out the hymn, 

“Tam so glad that our Father in heaven 
Tells of His love in the book He has given ;” 
after the singing of which, the Rev. H. 
Baugh, M.A. (St. Mary Magdalen’s Church), 
offered up prayer. Mr. Sankey (after having 
himself offered up a short prayer) then sang 
the hymn, “ Ho, my comrades, see the sig- 
nal,” the congregation joining together in 
singing the chorus. Portions of the first 
chapter of Joshua and the sixth of Isaiah 
were read, and after Mr. Sankey had sung 
the hymn, 
“ Hark ! the voice of Jesus crying, 
‘ Who will go and work to-day” 
Mr. Moody delivered his address to the 
Christian workers of Liverpool. Speaking 
from the portions of Scripture he had just 
previously read, he urged upon the Lord’s 
people to be very earnest and courageous in 
—- clear out from the world and testi- 
fying for the Master, to be true followers of 
the Lord Jesus, full of love, and showing in 
our lives—aye, and countenances, too—the 
reality of the happiness and blessedness of 
being children of God, and thus promote his 
glory and the salvation of precious souls. 
“Scatter seeds of kindness” was then sung, 
after which the Rev. Thomas Macpherson, 
M.4. (Presbyterian minister), closed the 
meeting with prayer. 
The Afternoon Meeting. 


Long before the appointed hour (three 
p. M.) the vast building was crowded in every 
part, while thougands were outside unable 
to obtain admission; indeed, several times 
the noise of the surging crowd, vainly seek- 
ing even standing room, was distinctly heard 
inside the building, and once or twice threat- 
ened to interfere with the comfort of the 
meeting. 

Further admissions being simply impos- 
sible, Mr. D. M. Drysdale took the oppor- 
tunity of preaching to the crowds who still 
congregated outside the building. 

At twenty ae oe to nom Mr. andy 
ste u the platform, and gave out the 
nook Packer “All people that on earth do 
dwell.” The singing of this well-known 
hymn by the thousands of voices was grand 
in the extreme, and very soul-stirring. 

Mr. Thomas Fairclough having engaged 
in prayer, Mr. Sankey sang, “ Jesus of Naza- 
reth passeth by,” amidst profound silence, 
each word of the hymn being distinctly 
heard in every part of the building. 

Mr. Moody read a portion of 1 Cor. 15, 
and, after the singing of “I heard the Sa- 
viour say,” delivered a most earnest and 
»owerful address on “ What is the Gospel?” 

e beautifully and simply explained the 
gospel, using Scripture after Scripture to 
prove his statements, again and again urging 
upon his hearers that “Christ had tas 
death for every man,” that “faith alone 
could save,” and besought all present to 
“decide now, for now is the day of salva- 
tion.” His remarks were very pointed, and 
illustrated by several touching anecdotes. 

After singing, Mr. Moody concluded the 
meeting with prayer. 

The Evening Meeting. 

This meeting was announced to commence 
at 8.15, but long before this hour the entire 
building was again crammed to excess, thou- 
sands being unable to get in, and this, not- 
withstanding a continuous drizzling rain. At 
half-past seven (three quarters of an hour 
before the time appointed) Mr. Moody gave 
out the hymn, “There is a gate that stands 
ajar,” after which, Mr. D. M. Drysdale en- 
gaged in prayer. Mr. Sankey then sang as 
a solo, “There were ninety and nine,” pre- 
ceding it by prayer. 

Mr. Moody then read the parable of the 
“Good Samaritan,” Luke 10, with running 
comments, bringing out clearly and very 
simply the gospel of the grace of God. 

he hymns, “ Guide us, O thou great Je- 
hovah,” and “Safe in the arms of Jesus,” 
having been sung, Mr. Moody took for his 
text Luke 4: 18, and preached therefrom a 
most powerful discourse, further bringing 
out the gospel. The address was in fact a 
continuation of the one delivered in the 
afternoon. He again made use of several 
most touching anecdotes to illustrate the 
truths he preached. Many a face was seen 
in the meeting with the cheeks bedewed 
with tears, and deep and frequent were the 
responses following many of Mr. Moody’s 
utterances. Mr. Sankey having sung “ Pro- 

















digal come home,” Mr. John Paterson, J.P., 
and the Rev. C. M. Birrell concluded the 
meeting with prayer. 

One of the most noticeable features in con- 
nection with the afternoon and evening 
meeting was the vast numbers of men at- 
tending, especially young men; the great 
majority at both these large gatherings were 
males, 

Monday, February 8th. 

Nearly 5000 persons present at the noon 
prayer-meeting to-day. There were thirty- 
four special requests for prayer read out. 

Long before the hour named for the com- 
mencement of the evening service, the build- 
ing was crowded in every part, and large 
numbers were unable to obtain admission. 
Upon the conclusion of the address, and in 
response to an invitation from Mr. Moody, 
over a hundred persons rose to their feet, 
manifesting by this a desire on their part to 
become Christians. About 300, of both 
sexes, were to be seen in the inquiry-room 
at one time, anxious about their souls. 
Numbers who disliked entering the inquiry- 
room were conversed with in the large 
hall. Several of these professed to find 
peace. 

Tuesday, the 9th. 


A larger congregation than yesterday at- 


| tended the noon meeting to-day, and there 


were again numerous special requests for 
prayer. Mr. Moody, whose.remarks were 
chiefly upon the subject of prayer, earnestl 
besought the Christians of Liverpool en 
elsewhere to be very prayerful, taking every- 
thing to God in prayer. Mr. Moody spoke 
with his accustomed earnestness; several 
times during his discourse the tears might 
be seen trickling down many cheeks, show- 
ing the deep impression produced. One of 
the most interesting cases in the inquiry- 
room was that of a young man who for a 
long time “refused to be comforted,” by rea- 
son of his having succeeded in prejudicing 
the minds of so many of his companions 
against Messrs. Moody and Sankey, and 
thus preventing their attending the meeting. 
“Suppose,” said he, “they should die un- 
saved through me?” (The following Thurs- 
day evening he brought one of his fellow- 
workmen into the inquiry-room, and said he 
had induced four or tive others to attend the 
meetings. ) 
Wednesday, the 10th. 


Notwithstanding the bitter cold, quite 
6,000 persons attended the noon prayer- 
meeting. Addresses were delivered by Mr. 
Moody and Dr. Owles. 

The evening meeting was again crowded 
to excess; between 300 and 400 persons re- 
maining behind, anxious regarding their 
eternal welfare. Of those who professed to 
find peace, one was a farmer from Landudno; 
another was from Norwich, Cheshire, an- 
other was a ‘Jew, and one a Roman Catho- 
lic. Many workingmen also went away re- 
joicing in a newly-tound Saviour; in fact, it 
is most gratifying to see how the working- 
men are being reacied and saved meetiug 
after meeting. 

Thursday, the Ilth. 


There were over seventy special requests 
for prayer at the noon meeting to-day, which 
was again very largely attended, notwith- 
standing the weather. Mr. Moody, Mr. 
Thomas Matheson, and the Rev. Hugh Fal- 
loon, M.A., of Chester, addressed the meet- 
ing. 

At three o’clock, Mr. Moody gave a 
“ Bible-reading” in the College Hall, Shaw 
Street. The building, which accommodates 
about 2500 persons, was crowded to excess ; 
a second, or overflow meeting, was therefore 
held in St. Augustine’s Church, close by, 
conducted by the Rev. W. J. Edwards. 

Despite a wet evening, the building at 
night was again erammed to excess nearly 
three-quarters of an hour before the time 
announced. After a fervent prayer by the 
Rev. W. Lefroy, M.A., a most telling dis- 
course was delivered by Mr. Moody on “ Re- 
generation.” Over 400 persons, anxious 
about their souls, remained behind in the 
Hall and in the inquiry-rooms. Numbers 
went away happy. Did space permit, many 
touching cases might be mentioned. One 
was a grandmother who had brought her 
orphan grandchild; a father, who was anx- 
ious about his son, brought him to the 
meeting, and both went home rejoicing; 
two or three were dock-laborers; several 
were clerks and shop-assistants; while quite 
a number of highly respectable females went 
home professing to have received pardon 
for their sins. 

Friday, the 12th. 

The requests for thanksgiving and prayer 
were more numerous to-day than yesterday. 
Addresses were delivered by Mr. Moody, 
Mr. D. M. Drysdale, and the Rev. Dr. Ar- 
not, of Edinburgh. 

Mr. Moody’s “ Bible-reading” was held 
in Victoria Hall this afternoon, no other 
building in town being capacious enough. 
The attendance was large, and mainly com- 
posed of ladies. 

The evening meeting (which was mainly 
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com of young men) was conducted by 
the Rev. W. H. M. H. Aitken, M.A., who 
delivered an earnest and telling address, 
bringing out the gospel, and urging upon 
all then present to accept Christ. Numbers 
entered the inquiry-rooms to be conversed 
with. One was a poor blind girl, whose 
aweet, happy face spoke volumes. One or 
two were boys, apparently about fifteen or 
sixteen years of age. There were also three 
young ladies, all employed in a large drapery 
establishment, beside several very respect- 
able young men, artisans and others. 

At night the audience was as great and 
varied as on previous evenings. After the 
hymn, “Jesus of Nazareth passeth by,” by 
Mr. Sankey, and prayer by the Rev. Charles 
Garrett, Mr. Moody spoke again on the sub- 
ject of “The new birth.” A large number 
stayed behind to be conversed with, the in- 
quiry-rooms being full, beside numbers in 
the body of the hall. 

The Rev. W. B.S. Matthias, M.A., of St. 
Matthew’s Church, mentioned a remarkable 
case he had dealt with, that of an old lady 
just turned 100 years of age (who had been 
brought to the meeting by her relatives), 
and who that evening had found peace; 
three sisters also gave their hearts to Jesus. 
Another case was that of a commercial 
traveler. A gentleman mentioned that dur- 
ing the week seven in one family had been 
won for the Saviour. Several cases of con- 
version through the singing have been 
brought forward, one somewhat remarkable, 
through Mr. Sankey singing “ Nothing but 
leaves,” at the Bible reading in the after- 
noon. 

Saturday, the 13th. 

The Rev. Dr. Arnot, of Edinburgh, con- 
ducted the noon prayer meeting to-day, and 
gave a very interesting account of the work 
in Scotland. 

At three o’clock a meeting of parents and 
children was held. Between 6000 and 7000 
children were present. Addresses were de- 
livered by the Rev. R. H. Hammond (who 
presided), Mr. Thomas Fairclough and Mr. 
D. M. Drysdale. 

Sunday, the 14th. 

Over 5000 attended the eight o'clock 
meeting for ‘‘ Christian workers” this morn- 
ing. Mr. Moody, with tears, implored the 
Lord’s people to make the best use of their 
talents, to look on the bright side of things, 
never to be discouraged, whatever the diffi- 
culties might be, but to be filled with en- 
thusiasm for the Lord and his blessed work. 
His illustrations were of the most touching 
description, the audience again and again 
being moved to tears. Mr. Moody himself 
(especially when engaging in prayer at the 
close) was visibly affected, and was several 
times scarcely able to proceed. His address 
will not soon be forgotten. God grant it 
never may be! 

At eleven o’clock “a meeting for those 
who attend no place of worship” gathered 
fully 6000 persons, chiefly young men. Mr. 
Moody’s address was a powerful and touch- 
ing appeal—full of love and tenderness—for 
decision for Christ. At its close, upon the 
relation of an anecdote regarding a dying 
“ prodigal son,” every head was bowed, the 
vast audience being moved to tears. Upon 
the conclusion of the meeting, 243 persons 
immediately followed Mr. Moody into the 
inquiry-room ; of these only 31 were females. 
Christians and inquirers were all alike in 
tears, with hearts so full as to be scarcely 
able to speak one tothe other. An adequate 
description of the meeting is simply impos- 
sible; it was “the Lord’s work, and mar- 
vellous in our eyes.” Nearly every one in 
the after-meeting professed to find peace. 
One poor working-man came up to the writer 
and gave a sovereign (his savings) as a thank- 
offering to the Lord for salvation found. Of 
those anxious to be saved, and who went 
away happy, several were clerks in offices, 
two were Unitarians, quite a number were 
carters, riggers, and the like, while not a 
few spoke of the drink as being their be- 
setting sin. 

At three o’clock a meeting for females 
only was held in the large hall, which was 
crowded to excess. At the close of the 
meeting, and in response to an invitation 
from Mr. Moody, upwards of 500 females, 
young and old, rose to their feet, professing 
by so doing their anxiety to be saved. 

While Mr. Moody was addressing the 
females in Victoria Hall, a meeting for 
young men was held in the large St. James’s 
Hall, or Theatre, which was crowded out. 
Addresses were delivered by Rev. Thomas 
Macpherson, M.A., and Rev. W. H. M. H. 
Aitken, M.A. Hundreds were turned 
away, and a second or overflow meeting 
was held in Byrom Hall, Byrom Street, ad- 
dressed by Messrs. C. E. Dixon, R. J. Glas- 
gow, and A. Matthews. 

During the time Mr. Moody was speaking 
to the females, large crowds remained out- 
side the building, and these were addressed 
by Mr. D. M. Drysdale. 

Before seven o'clock the evening meeting 
was crowded to excess by men; upwards of 
11,000, young men and old, were packed 

















within the building, while thousands re- 
mained outside, unable to obtain admission. 
Mr. Moody’s address was very powerful. 
At the close, over 500 hundred men re- 
mained behind anxious about their souls. 
A crowded meeting of “females only” was 
held in St. James’s Hall while the meeting 
for men was going on in Victoria Hall. 
From Other Correspondents 

We glean the following notes: 

At the evening meetings the hall is always 
crowded with something like 10,000 people, 
and if it were not that the committee keep a 
great part of the passages clear to allow of 
access to the inquiry-room, every inch of 
standing ground would be occupied. The 
attendance at the noon prayer-meetings 
averages 4000 to 5000, the audience, of 
course, not being so mixed as those in the’ 
evening. One gratifying circumstance, how- 
ever, in connection with the noon meeting 
should be noted, and that is, the presence of 
so many of the Liverpool merchants and 

Business Men. 


I have heard it stated that between twelve 
and one, when the noon prayer-meeting is 
held, "Change is half deserted, and it has 
been remarked that no other source of at- 
traction has ever drawn so many of these 
busy men away from their money-making 
for an hour in the middle of the day. May 
they carry away some truth that will cling 
to them when they are tempted to forget God 
in their haste to get rich! The requests for 
special prayer have been very numerous and 
so varied that it would be impossibie to 
characterize them. The notices of the se- 
cular press, while not expressing any hearty 
sympathy with the movement, have been 
very tair and honest, as a rule, considered as 
simple reports of the proceedings. 

The First Convert 
was a young man won through the singing. 
Another case to-day was that of a collier 
from Wigan, for years an inebriate, and one 
who had frequently been committed to pri- 
son for being, as he said, “drunk and dis- 
orderly ;” he was thoroughly broken down 
upon hearing Mr. Moody describe a touch- 
ing circumstance which occurred in a New 
York prison, and at the close of the meeting 
was lel to give his heart to Jésus. 
Mr. Sankey’s Singing 

has been a great source of attraction to the 
multitude. Hundreds on hundreds, who 
would probably not have been at the trou- 
ble to stir from their homes to hear the 
preached word, have flocked to witness this 
new thing—singing the gospel. I have 
heard those who affected to sneer at the 
movement as a whole, yet express their 
strong desire to hear Mr. Sankey sing. 
Every lover of the souls of men must re- 


| joice that so many have been led within 


the sweet sound of the gospel, even by such 
ignoble motives, and there has been evidence 
revealed here that, as in other places, the 
simple truths sung by Mr. Sankey have led 
to conviction of sin in the minds of the 
hearers. Such hymns as ‘The Ninety and 
Nine,” “Nothing but leaves,” “Jesus of 
Nazareth passeth by,” and several others, 
have been chiefly blessed in this respect. 


Not ‘*A Monstrous Folly.’’ 


The erection of the vast Hall to hold 10,000 
persons, was looked on by some as amonstrous 
folly. As it was being built, the talk was, 
To what purpose is this waste? But now, 
what was called Moody’s folly, is seen to 
be God’s wisdom. Men who wrote, spoke 
against, and laughed at it, now speak with 
bated breath, come and hear,and go away with 
changed thoughts. In one of the opening 
services, Mr. Moody referred to the fact that 
many people thought the Victoria Hall was 
a bad investment, but that if souls were 
born there perhaps some of them would like 
to have a little stock in it. “ Nothing suc- 
ceeds like success,” is an old world’s adage, 
and in this is proved to be true :—6000 at the 
midday prayer-meeting ; 6000 at the after- 
noon Bible-lectures; 10,000 at the evening 
meeting, with the inquiry-rooms full, are 
something that even the Exchange has to ad- 
mit. But beyond this, there is the mighty 
working power of God’s Spirit working and 
acting, which no tables can register or num- 
bers record. “’Tis not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit,” was the key-note 
of the preparatory meetings, which has been 
steadily kept before all the workers, 

A Cotten Broker. 


On one of the evenings, Mr. Moody, after 
a telling address, went into the inquiry- 
room, and hia place was occupied by Mr. 
Fairclough, a cotton broker, who wielded 
the sword of the Spirit with amazing power 
right and left. His words, powerful and 
well-chosen, fell with force, and told on 
the vast audience that seemed spell-bound. 
Many seemed to be convicted of sin, and 
hurried into the inquiry-room. 

Meetings Slow to Break Up. 


Says one: | have not the least doubt but 
great numbers have been led to see and feel 
their lost condition, and to cast their all on 





Christ, who have not openly avowed it. We 
may reasonably suppose that curiosity has 
mostly passed away, yet it is no easy task 
sometimes to induce the vast audiences who 
throng into every corner of Victoria Hall 
to leave after the benediction has been 
twice pronounced. 
An Emigrant to America. 


One day at the noon prayer-meeting Mr. 
Moody told of an interesting case of conver- 
sion he had met the night before. A young 
stalwart man, who was to sail for America 
next day, had come into the meeting. He 
had been pricked to the heart by Mr. 
Moody’s pointed appeals, and found his way 
to the inquiry-room, and here, as he be- 
lieved, to lay his hitherto unforgiven sins 
on Jesus. Later in the evening he called 
on Mr. Moody at his hotel, and received a 
letter of introduction to any of the Christian 
friends in America he might meet. He was 
accompanied to the hotel by his broth r, 
who had come from the country with him to 
see him sail, and who seemed overjoyed to 
think that one so nearly related to him was 
taking Christ with him ere he left his native 
shores. 

A writer in The Times of Blessing, al- 
luding to the opening service in Liverpool, 
says that Mr. SMeogy “spoke like a man 
sent from God. His address throughout 
was picturesque and irresistible. No one 
could excape the earnest and loving appeals, 
and thousands of Sunday-school teachers 
and others must have gone to their work on 
that day with fresh zeal.” 

May the Lord keep the fire burning until 
all Liverpool has been kindled ! 





HENRY VARLEY IN NEW YORK. 





T the solicitation of many ministers and 
pastors of churches Mr. Varley has 
consented to spend two weeks longer in New 
York City, making altogether a month or 
six weeks of sojourn. His Bible-readings 
are attended by large crowds, and conver- 
sions are of frequent occurrence. On Sun- 
day night, March 7th, he is to preach in 
the great Hippodrome, which will hold 
20,000 people. 

On Monday evening, March 15th, Mr. 
Varley will address the New York Sunday- 
School Teachers’ Association, in Dr. Crosby’s 
Church. The occasion is the 
monthly meeting of the Association. 

After leaving New York Mr. Varley ex- 
pects to visit several of the cities of our 
country. 


regular 





THE WEEK OF PRAYER IN 
PRUSSIA. 





NGLISH papers bring the news of great 

blessings following upon the Week of 
Prayer throughout Prussia, and especially 
in Berlin. Thousands came to the meetings 
who had never previously manifested any 
interest in religious exercises, and the at- 
tendance surpassed all expectation. One of 
the meetings, at which fifteen hundred per- 
sons were present, was attended by the Em- 
press of Germany ; and her countenance and 
approval of the exercises is said to have ex- 
erted a most wholesome influence upon 
public sentiment. 





SPIRITUAL HARVESTS GATHERED 
IN OUR OWN COUNTRY. 


Tur New York Independent has collected 
the following cheering statistics of revival 
work in the different denominations and in 
different parts of the country : 


The Congregationaliats report 50 conver- 
sions at Brattleboro’ and 150 at Newport, 
Vt.; at New Marlboro’ and Wakefield, 
Mass.; 150 at Delhi, N. Y.; at Philadel- 
phia, Pa., in the Frankford church; at 
Galesburg, Mich.; 23 in Richardson Co.; 
20 at Sutton; and at West Cedar Valley, 
Nebraska; and at Nevin, Ja. The Presby- 
terians announce 48 accessions at Peoria, 80 
at Carlinville, and 63 at Blair, Ill.; 14 at 
Liberty, 8 at Lexington, Ind.; 24 at Lan- 
caster, 11 at Perryville, Ohio; 20 at Spring- 
field, Mo.; 83 at Summit Hill, Pa, ; 1000 in 
Rockbridge, Augusta and Rockingham coun- 
ties, Va.; 500 at Sacramento, Cal.;‘and 28 
at Bethany, N.C. The Baptists are |old- 
ing revival meetings at Warsaw, Fond du 
Lac and Gilmanton, Minn.; Lexington, Mo. 
(25 conversions); Londonville, O.; at the 
Marcy Avenue church, New York ; at Bar- 
rington, N. J. A: wide-spread revival! ap- 
pears to be pervading the Methodist Ipis- 
copal Church. About 400 conversions are 
mentioned in lowa, Wisconsin, Michigan 

















and Illinois, and numbers quite as large are 
reported in the other Western States. In 
Islip and Northport, Long Island, in many 
towns in Pennsylvania, and to some extent 
in New En land, revival meetings are re- 
ported. A Lutheran revival is taking place 
at Mifflintown, Pa. A large number of 
conversions in Wofford College, South Caro- 
lina, is reported. 





For The Sunday-8chool Times. 
A RESPONSIVE EXERCISE, 
On the First Quarter’s Lessons for 1875. 


For Review or Concert Purposes. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 








(This exercise is Cotenes for twelve classes, 
but may be distributed differently, at the discre- 
tion of the superintendent. As the classes are 
upon, let them with their teacher take 
their places on the rostrum, each teacher putting 
the question to his own class, and as the 
answers are given, writing the initial letter on the 
blackboard. Stirring appropriate pieces should 
be selected for singing, in which all can unite.| 





Srnernec—An opening piece. 

PRAYER. 

Reap (responsively) Lesson 13: ‘‘ God's 
mercies to Israel.’’ 

Srnarne (by the school.) 

* Class No, 1. 

Teacher. Will the class please repeat the 
Golden Text of the first lesson ? 

Class (repeat Golden Text). 

Teacher. In whom does this text teach us 
to be strong? 

Scholar. ** C-hrist Jesus.” 

Tea. What did the Lord tell Joshua he 


| must do in order to succeed ? 


Sch. 
law.” 

Tea Into what land was Joshua com- 
manded to lead the people? 

Sch. ‘‘ U-nto the land which I do give to 
them.” 

Tea. What separated the camp of Israel 
from the land of Canaan ? 

Sch. R-iver Jordan. 

Tea. What was Joshua commanded to do? 


‘** @-bserve to do according to all the 


Sch. “ A-rise, go over this Jordan, thou 
and all] this people.’’ 

Tea. What precious promise assured 
Joshua? 


Sch. ““G od is with thee whithersoever 
thou goest ?”’ 

Tea. What further encouragement did 
Joshua receive? 


Sch, *S-very place that the sole of your 
foot shall upon, that have I given unto 
you.” 


Tea. What do we find to be the leading 
thought in this lesson ? 

Class. COURAGE. 

Tea. How may we show true Christian 
courage? 

Class. By standing up fir Jesus every day 
and every where. 

Tea. (to the school). What is the title 
of Lesson 1? 

School. ** Joshua Encouraged.”’ 

‘ SrnGrnc (by class or school) an encouraging 
ymn. 
Class No. 2. 

Tea. What is the title of Lesson 2? 

Class. ‘* Crossing the Jordan.” 

Tea. What was the condition of the river 
at the time of the crossing ? 

Sch. “ O-verflowing all its banks.” 

Tea. Who went before the people ? 

Sch. ** P-riests bearing the ark.’’ 

Tea. Where did Israel go that day through 
the river Jordan? 

Sch, E-ntered into the promised land. 

Tea. Where was this passage made through 
Jordan ? 

Sch. =o the city of Jericho. 

Tea. What comforting promise is given 
us in the Golden Text? 

lass. ‘* W-hen thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee.” 

Tea. Will the school repeat the entire 
Golden Text? 

School (repeat Golden Text). 

Tea. What encouraged the Israelites to 
enter the passage through Jordan ? 

Sch, “ A-rk of the covenant of the Lord 
* * * * in the midst of Jordan.” 

Tea. What does the Bible teach us about 
the God of Israel? 

Sch, *¥-esterday, and to-day and forever’ 
the same. 

Tea. What is taught us in this lesson ? 

Class. The OPEN WAY. 

Tea. All the Israelites passed into Canaan 
through this ONE open way. How must 
we enter into heaven ? 

Class. Through Jesus, the ONLY WAY¥. 

Tea. (to the school). What does Jesus 
say about this only way? 

School. ‘‘I am the way, and the truth, 
and the Life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.” 

Sineine (by the class or school) a hymn 
about ‘‘ Jesus the way.”’ 

Class No. 3. 

Tea. What is the title of Lesson 3? 

Class. ‘* Memorial Stones.”’ 

Tea. Since the exodus from Egypt, God 
had manifested his goodness to Israel in 
many ways. What was one of the first of 
these blessings ? 

Sch. M-arah's waters sweetened. 

Tea. What beautiful resting place did 
they find near Marah ? 

Sch, ‘‘E-lim, where were twelve wells of 
water and threescore and ten palm trees,” 
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Tea. How were the Israelites to be re- 
minded of these and other miracles which 
God wrought for them ? 

Sch, M-en were chosen from each tribe 
who carried stones out of the midst of 
Jordan, which Joshua set up in Gilgal. 

Tea. What special miracle was this heap 
of stones designed to commemorate? 

Sch. O-pened way through Jordan. 

Tea, What did Moses exhort the people 
to do before he died? 

Sch. ‘‘R-emember all the way which the 
Lord thy God led thee.’’ 

Tea. What resolution in the Golden Text 
should we all adopt ? 

: my ‘* 1 will remember the works of the 
ord,” 

. Tea. Will the school repeat the Golden 
ext? 

School. (repeat the Golden Text), 

Tea. How many stones composed the 
monument? 

Sch, “ A-ccording unto the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel.”’ 

Tea, What command did Joshua give 
to parents? 

Sch, L-ittle children shall be taught the 
meaning of these stones. 

Tea. What may we call this lesson ? 

Class. A MEMORIAL lesson. 

Tea. What have we to remind us of what 
Jesus has done for us? 

Class. The cross of Christ. 

Tea. What does this tell us? 

Class. Jesus died for me. 

SinGino (by class or school) twa, verses of 
an appropriate hymn, 


Class No. 4. 


Tea, What great feast was celebrated in 
Gilgal soon after Canaan was entered ? 

Sch. P-assover feast. , 

Tea. What did the Lord tell Joshua he 
had rolled off from Israel? 

Sch, ‘‘ R-eproach of Egypt.” 

Tea. How did the children of Israel satisfy 
hunger after manna ceased to fall? 

Sch, “ E-ating of the fruit of the land of 
Canaan,”’ 

Tea, What particular food is mentioned? 

Sch, “‘ P-arched corn and unleavened 
cakes.” 

Tea. What was Joshua's question to the 
man with a drawn sword? 

Sch. ‘‘A-rt thou for us, or for our ad- 
versaries ?”’ 

Tea, After Joshua fell on his face, what 
did the Lord command him to do? 

Sch. R-emove his shoes, for he was stand- 
ing “on holy ground.” 

Tea. What is Jesus called in the Golden 
Text? 

Sch. ‘‘ A-uthor and finisher of our faith,."’ 

Tea. (to the school), Will the school re- 
peat the Golden Text? 

School (repeat the Golden Text). 

Tea. In what did Joshua's success de- 
pend? 

Sch, T-rusting in the ‘Captain of the 
Lord's host.” 
. Tea, Where was Israel encamped at this 

I 


me? 
a “‘I-n the plains of Jericho, at Gil-. 
ga 7 

Tea, When did the manna cease ? 

Sch, ‘“‘O-n the morrow after they had 
eaten of the old corn of the land.” 

Tea, Was manna ever provided for the 
children of Israel afterwards? 

Sch. ‘‘N-either had the children of Israel 
manna any more,” 

Tea. What are we tanght in Lesson 4? 

Class. PREPARATION, 

Tea, How did Israel prepare for conquest? 

Class. By observing the rite of circum- 
cision, keeping the passover, eating the fruit 
of Canaan, and communing with the Cap- 
tain of the Lord's host, 

Tea. How must we prepare for the con- 
quest of sin ? 

Class. By looking unto Jesus, and by put- 
ting on the whole armor of God. * : 

Stnaine (by class or school) an appropriate 
preparation hymn. 


Class No. 5. 


Tea. What is the title of Lesson 5? 

Class. ‘‘ Jericho taken.” 

Tea. When did Joshua commence the 
work of capture? 

Sch, V-ery “ early in the morning.” 

Tea. Where did Joshua receive directions 
to capture the city? 

Sch, I-n his communion with the Captain 
of the Lord’s host. 

Tea, What was he directed to do? 

Sch, C-ompass the city seven days. 

av What did the priests carry before the 
ark? 
Sch, **T-rumpets of rams’ horns.” 
Tea. What did the Israelites do on the 
seventh day ? 

Sch. **O-n that day they compassed the 
city seven times.” 

ea. Who alone of the inhabitants of 

Jericho was saved ? 

Sch, R-ahab and her household. 

Tea. What special command was given in 
regard to the spoils ? 

Sch. **¥-e in any wise keep yourselves 
from the accursed thing.” 

Tea. What was to be done with the gold 
and silver? 

Class, ‘* They shall come into the treasury 
of the Lord.” 

Tea. What is the great truth taught in 
this lesson ? 

Class, VICTORY through faith, 

Tea. (to the school). What confirmation of 
this in the Golden Text? 

School (repeat the Golden Text). 





Tea. What does the Beesee John say 
about victory through faith? 

Class. ‘‘ This is the victory that overcom- 
eth the world—even our faith,” 

Srxaixa (by class or school) a song of 


; Class No. 6. 


Tea. What is the title of Lesson 6? 

Class. ‘‘ Achan’s Sin.”’ 

Tea, What was the beginning of Achan's 
trespass ? 

Sch, C-oveting the consecrated spoils. 

Tea, What Scripture truth is proved by 
the consequences of Achan’s sin? 

eng *¢One sinner destroyeth much 
go ve 

Tea, Where was Achan put to death? 

Sch. **V-alley of Achor.” 

Tea, What was destroyed with Achan? 


Sch. E-verything he possessed; all his_ 


family and all his property. 
Tea. What is the Golden Text ? 
Sch. **T-ake heed, and beware of cove- 
tousness,”’ 
Tea. (tothe school). What commandment 
did Achan disobey ? 
School. *‘ Thou shalt not COVET.” 
Tea. What was Achan’s confession ? 
Class. “I have sinned against the Lord 
God of Israel, and thus and thus have I 
done—I saw, I coveted, I took, I hid.” 
Tea. What do we learn from this ? 
Class. That sin begins in the heart. 
. a What awful truth must we remem- 
er 
Class. ‘‘ The wages of sin is death.” 
SinGina (by class or school): ‘‘ The Wedge 
of Gold,” in The Sunday-School Times for 
January 23d. 
Class No. 7. 


Tea, What is the title of Lesson 7? 

Class, ‘‘ Ebal and Gerizim.”’ 

Tea. By whose orders did the Israelites 
come together on these mountains? 

Sch, C-ommand of Moses, the servant of 
the Lord. 

Tea. How were the tribes divided ? 

Sch. **H-alf of them over against Mount 
Gerizim, and half of them over against 
Mount Ebal.”’ 

Tea, What did Joshua offer upon the 
altar he built?” 

Sch. *0-ffered thereon burnt-offerings 
ate the Lord, and sacrificed peace-offer- 
ngs.’ 

‘ea. Repeat the Golden Text. 

Class, **I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing.” 

Tea. What did Joshua write upon the 
plastered altar ? 

Sch. **C-opy of the law of Moses.”’ 

Tea. Who were present at the reading of 
the law? 

Sch. ** E-lders, officers, judges, priests, 


Levites, strangers, women, little ones,—all 
the congregation of Israel.” 
Tea, What is brought out in this lesson 
to every one of us? 
Class, A solemn CHOICE. 
Tea. What were the Israelites to choose 
between ? 
Class. ‘“‘Life and death, blessing and 
cursing.” 
Tea. (to the school). What are we all to 
choose between ? 
School, Happiness and misery. 
Christ and Satan. 
Heaven and hell. 
Eternal life and eternal death. 
Sinan (by class or school): ‘* Blessing and 
Life,”’ in The Sunday-School Times for Janu- 


ary 30. 
be Class No. 8. 


Tea. What is the title of Lesson 8? 

Class. ‘Caleb's Inheritance.” 

Tea. How long had Caleb waited for his 
inheritance ? 

Sch. ** F-orty-and-five years, ever since 
the Lord spake this word unto Moses.” 

Tea. To whom did the Lord promise the 
inheritance? 

Sch. U-nto Caleb and his seed forever. 

Tea, What did Caleb say of his strength 
in his old age? 

Sch. ** L-o, lam this day fourscore and 
five years old. As yet, Iam as strong this 
day as I was in the day that Moses sent me.” 

ea. What was the secret of this ? 

Sch, ** F-ollowing the Lord wholly.” 

Tea. What proof of this in the Golden 


Text 

Sch, **1-f any man serve me, him will my 
Father honor.’ 

Tea. How was Caleb honored for his 
faithfulness ? 

Sch. L-ong life, and the Lord's presence. 

Tea. What further reward did he receive ? 

Sch. L-arge ons, including He- 
bron, where was the cave of Machpelah. 

Teo, What inheritance will be given to us 
if we wholly follow the Lord? 

Sch, E-ternal life in heaven. 

Tea. What did Caleb do after he received 
his inheritance? 

D-rove out the Amakims in the 

strength of the Lord. 

Tea. Of what are taught in this lesson ? 

Class. Of promises FULFILLED. 

Tea, Has God given us any promises? 

Class, ‘‘ Whereby are given unto us ex- 
ceeding rene and precious promises.” 

Tea. we hope for their fulfillment? 

School (in concert). ‘He is faithful that 
promised.”’ 

SinainG (by the class or school). ‘ Follow- 


ing Christ Wholly,” in The Sunday-School 


Tunes for February 6. a 
Class No. 9. 


Tea. What is the title of Lesson 9? 
Class. The ** Land Divided.” 





Tea. What great blessings are mentioned 
in the Golden Text? 

Sch, ** P-leasant places’ and a ‘‘ goodly 
heritage.” 

Ten. Will the whole school please repeat 
the Golden Text? 

School (repeat Golden Text). 

Tea. *As we think of these unmerited 
blessings, what might our prayer be? 

Sch. ** O-pen thon my lips,’ and my 
mouth shall show forth thy praise.”’ 

Tea. What did Joshua do at Shiloh ? 

Sch. ** Set up the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation there.” 

Tea, What portion of the children of Is- 
rael still remained unsettled ? 

Sch, ** S-even tribes.” 

Tea. Where had Gad, Reuben, and the 
half tribe of Manasseh settled ? 

Sch, E-ast of the Jordan. 

Tea. For what did Joshua reprove the 
seven tribes? 

Sch, S-lackness in entering upon their in- 
heritance. 

Tea. What steps were taken toward their 
settlement ? 

Sch, S-urveyors were sent forth to “‘ de- 
scribe the land into seven parts.”’ 

Tea. What does Jesus say of the Chris- 
tian’s inheritance? 

Sch. **i-n my Father’s house are many 
mansions. * * * * I goto prepare a place 
for you.” 

Tea. What appropriate verse expresses our 
feelings as we contemplate the joys of the 
** Promised Land ?” 

Sch. ** Oh the transporting, rapturous scene, 

That rises to my sight! 
Sweet fields arrayed in living green, 
And rivers of delight.” 

Tea. What is said of the Levite’s portion ? 

Sch, N-o part was left for them, ‘for the 
priesthood of the Lord was their inheri- 
tance.” 

Tea, Of what are we taught in this lesson ? 

Sch. The POSSESSION of the Israelites ? 


Tea. How does St. Peter describe the | 


Christian's possessions ? 

Class. ‘‘ An inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
served in heaven for you.” 

Singing (by class or school): ‘On Jor- 
dan’s stormy banks I stand.” 


Class No. 10. 

Tea. What is the title of Lesson 10 ? 

Class. ‘‘ The Cities of Refuge.”’ 

Tea. What did the manslaygr find in these 
cities ? 

Sch. “R-efuge from the avenger of 
blood?” 

Tea. Who was to receive the refugee ? 

Sch. ** E-lders of the city, they shall take 
him into the city unto them, and give him 
a place, that he may dwell among them.” 

Tea. Why were these places of refuge or- 
dered ? 

Sch. F-or the protection of the innocent. 

Tea. How were persons sometimes killed? 

Sch, ** U-nawares and unwittingly.” 

Tea. Has our refuge been appointed ? 

Sch. ** G-od is our refuge and strength.” 

Tea. Will the school repeat the Golden 
Text. 

School (repeat the Golden Text). 

Tea. What may we find in God our 
refuge? 

Sch, E-ternal deliverance from the bon- 
dage of sin. , 

ea. What do we find to be the main 
thoughtin this lesson? 

Class. REFUGE from trouble. 

Tea. Who may find refuge in Christ? 

Class. ‘‘Whosoever will may come.” 

Tea. Will all be welcome? 

Class. ‘‘ Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out.’’ 

Sinarna (by class or school): “‘ Refuge,”’ in 
The Sunday-School Times for Feb. 27. 

Class No. Il. 

Tea. What is the title of Lesson 11? 

Class. ‘‘The Altar of Witness.” 

Tea. How did the deputation from Israel 
find the children of Reuben, Gad and Ma- 
nasseh to be? 

Sch, U-pright, unblamable, and unworthy 
of censure. 

Tea. For what had the two and a half 
tribes built an altar? 

Sch. **N-ot for burnt-offering, nor for sa- 
crifice: but that it might be a witness be- 
tween them and their brethren.” 

Tea. What did they further say in proof 
of their innocence. 

Sch. ** 1-f it be in rebellion, or if in trans- 

ion against the Lord, * * * * let the 
Lord himself require it.” 

Tea. What reply did Phinehas make? 

Sch. **'‘T-his day we perceive that the 
Lord is among us, because ye have not com- 
mitted this tresspass against the Lord * * * * 
and the thing pleased the children of 
Israel.”’ 

Tea, What does this lesson teach us? 

Class. That brethren separated may still 
be brethren, serving the one living and true 
CGiod. 

Tea. What does the Golden Text say? 

Sch. ** ¥-e are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Tea. What do we find to be the main 
thought in this Lesson? 

Class. UNITY. 

Tea. What does the Psalmist say about 
this ? 

School. ‘‘ Behold how good and how plea- 
sant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” 

Tea. For what did Jesus pray? 

Class. ‘‘ That they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us.” : 

Srxeine (by class or school): “One in 





Thee.” in The Sunday-School Times for 
Feb. 27. 





Class No. 12. 


Tea. What is the title of Lesson 12? 

Class. ‘*‘ Joshua's Warning.” 

Tea. What. did he warn the: people 
against ? 

Sch, S-in of idolatry. 

Tea. What did he warn the people to do? 

Sch, **T-ake good heed therefore unto 
— ves, that ye love the Lord your 
God.”’ 

Tea. What did he caution the people to 
fear ? 

Sch, **E-vil things” from the Lord. 

Yea. What did Joshua say about the pro- 
mises of God ? 

Sch. **A-ll are come to pass unto you, 
and not one thing hath failed thereof.” 

Tea. What was the punishment for their 
disobedience ? 

Sch. **D-estruction from off the good 
land which the Lord their God had given 
them.” 

Tea. What must we do if we escape eter- 
nal destruction ? 

Sch, F-aithfully follow the Lord. 

Tea. (to the school). What does the 
Golden Text say about those who ‘draw 
back’”’? 

School (repeat the Golden Text). 

Tea. What does Paul say about the pro- 
mises of God for our encouragement ? 

Sch. **A-ll the promises of God are in 
him yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory 
of God bv us.” 

Tea. What does the same apostle exhort 
us to do? 

Sch. **S tand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 

Tea. What will keep us from drawing 
back ? 

Sch. ** T-ake the name of Jesus with you, 

As a shield from every snare ; 
When temptations round you gather, 
Breathe that holy name in prayer.” 

Tea. What are we taught in this Lesson? 

Class. Importance of being STEADFAST. 

Tea. What further exhortation does the 
apostle make? 

Class. ‘‘Be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord.” 

Tea. What is the reward of those who re- 
main steadfast unto the end ? 

Class. ‘* Be thou faitbful unto death, and 
I will give thee a crown of life.” 

Srinaine (by class or school): ‘Hold Fast,’’ 
in The Sunday-School Times of March 6. 

RECAPITULATION. (Answers to be given 
from the board.) : 

Sup’t. What are we taught in Lesson 1? 

School, COURAGE, 

Supt. In Lesson 2? 

School. The OPEN WAY. 

Sup't. In Lesson 3? 

School. A MEMORIAL Lesson. 

Sup’t. In Lesson 4? 

School. PREPARATION. 

Supt. In Lesson 5? 

School. VICTORY through Faith. 

Sup't. In Lesson 6? 

School. Thou shall not COVET. 

Sup’t. In Lesson 7? 

School. A solemn CHOICE. 

Sup’t. In Lesson 8? 

School. Promises FULFILLED. 

Sup’t. In Lesson 9? 

School. POSSESSION of the Israelites. 

Sup’t. In Lesson 10? 

School. REFUGE from trouble. 

Sup’t. In Lesson 11? ' 

School. UNITY of brethren. 

Supt. In Lesson 12? 

School. Importance of being STEAD- 
FAST. 

All. Oh! the good are always happy, 

And their path is ever bright; 
Let us heed the blessed counsel, 
Shun the wrong and love the right. 


Norre.—If the above is used as a concert 
exercise, it should occupy the whole hour 
and a half, and this would afford the pastor 
or superintendent opportunity to impress 
the thought of each lesson. It would add 
to the interest of the exercise for concert 
yurposes, if each class were provided with 
fettors of card-board, which they could hand 
to the teacher as each question was an- 
swered, the letters in each word being of a 
uniform color, and each word a different 
color. Each teacher and scholar should 
have due notice of the part assigned him. 
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Publisher’s Announcements. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(CASH IN ADVANCE.) 











Single Copy, (one year), $2.00 
Pastors ‘¢¢ “6 1.50 
Superintendents, ** 1.50 
CLUB RATES: 
Ten Copies, se 17.50 
Twenty ‘¢ ss 30.00 
Thirty ss se 37.50 
Fifty $s ss 50.00 
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An Extended Popularity.— Each year 
finds “Brown's BRONCHIAL TrocHes” in new 
localities in various parts of the world. For 
relieving Coughs, Colds, and Throat Diseases, the 
Troches have been proved reliable. Obtain only 
“ BROWN’s BRONCHIAL TROcHEs,” and do not take 
any of the worthless imitations that may be 
offered. Sold Everywhere. 





Special Notices. 


)) F. KUNKEL'S BITTER WINE 0 
. IBON.—A sure cure for Dyspepsia or Indi- 
gestion, Weak Stomach, General Debility, Dis- 
eases of the Nervous System Constipation, Acidity 
ofthe Stomach, and for all cases requiring a Tonic. 
Every bottle guaranteed or the money refunded. 
Price, $l. Get the genuine. Ask for KUNKEL’s, 
and take no other. Sold only in $1 bottles. Be 
sure and get the genuine. “E. F. KUNKEL, Pro- 
prietor, 259 North Nisth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
No. 259. TAPE WORM No. 259. 
Entirely Removed with purely Vegetable Medi- 
cine, passing from the system alive. No fee unless 
the head passes. Come and refer to patients 
treated. Dr. E, F. KUNKEL, No. 259 North Ninth 
Street, Philadelphia. Advice free. Seat, Pin and 
Stomach Worms also removed. The medicine for 
removing all others but Tape Worm, can be had 
of your druggist. Ask for KUNKEL’s WorRM Syrup. 
Price, $1. oh F. KUNKEL, Phila., Pa. 17-8-4, 








BY 
PHILIP PHILLIPS. 
The Singing Book for all Sabbath Schools. 
JUST ISSUED. 
$30 per 100 copies. Sample copy, by mail, 35 ots, 


922 Chestnut Street 
Lee & Walker, Philadelphia. : 


GOSPEL SONGS 


By P. P. BLISS, 


Is acknowledged to be the best Book ever issued 
for Revival and Sunday-School Work Specimen 
copy sent by mail on receipt of 30 cts.—$3.60 per 
dozen, by 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, O. 








~1T 1S— 
THE TRUTE 


GOSPEL SONGS! 


Is having a more extended sale than any Book of 
a similar character ever before issued. The de- 
mand for specimen copies (which are sent by 
mail on receipt of 30 cts.) is in nearly every 
case followed by large orders, showing that the 
contents of the Book are its sure recommenda- 
tion. Address all orders to the publishers, 


JOHN CHURCH & CO. 


Cincinnati, O. 





MUSIC BOOKS 


QUARTET CHOIRS. 


Thomas's Sacred Quartets. 
Baumbach’s Sacred Quartets. 
Back’s Motet Collection. 
Baumbach’s New Collection. 
Buck’s 2d Motet Collection. 
Chuareh and Home. 
Hayter’s Church Music. 
Trinity Collection. 


Price of each book, in Boards, $2.50. In Cloth, $2.75. 


CLARKE’S NEW METHOD 
FOR BEED ORGANS. 
By WILLIAM H. CLARKE. Price $2.50, 


Mr. Wm. H. Clarke, a distinguished organit 
and composer, was erpecially fortunate in the 
compilation of this fine work, which sprang into 
popular favor immediately on its issue, has had 
remarkable success, and continues to be the lead- 
ing method. Contains, in addition to instructions, 
a capital collection of Reed Organ music. 














a&@- All books sent, post-paid, for retail price. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO., CHAS. H. DITSON & CO., 
Boston. Til Br’dway, N. Y. 


$290) 
GAUL 


To the first purehaser in each town, we 
will ship 1000 feet of our heavy felt Reefing, 
with everything necessary to put it on for thirty 
dollars. SND FOR SAMPLES AND CIRCULARS, 

PENN BOOFING COMPANY, 
107 Seuth Second Street, Philadelphia. 
11-13t 





For First-class Pianos, sent on tnal 
Circulars free. U. 8S. PIANO CO.,, 
810 Broadway, N. Y. Please state 
where you saw this notice. [ap1l8-52t 














ve Standbridge Brothers, 


ORGAN BUILDERS, 


Nos. 315 and 317 Seuth Twenty-Second Street, 
BELOW SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


PIPeH ORGANS, 


e20eow26t } OF 


ALL SIZES AND BESCRIPTiONS 











THE NORMAL-CLASS: 
A NEW 


Sunday-School Magazine. 


For Pastors, Superintendents, Normat-Ctass 
Teachers, &¢, 


( Not to interfere with the S, 8. Journal.) 





For the Discussion of all Sunday-School Topics; 
the publication of Normal-Class Outlines ;. Nor- 
mal-Class Text-Papers ; Descriptions of Sunday- 
Schools; Institute, Convention and Sunday- 
School Programmes; Sunday-School News; 
Notes from all parts of the World; Valuable 
papers on Teaching; Sunday-School History 
Administration, &c., &c. 


J. H. VINCENT, Editor. 


“It is altogether a good-idea, well begun—a 
credit to the cause. It is not designed to super- 
sede the S. S. Journal, nor to interfere with any 
other Lesson Helps. Indeed we claim it at once 
as an adjunct and supplement of our own paper, 
for itshould be taken by all who take The Times.” 
—Sunday-School Times. 





48 Pages 12mo. $1.50 per year, postage paid. 





Address 


Nelson & Phillips, Publishers, 


17-5-tf 805 Broadway, New York. 


Two Books for the Times. 








PREPARING TO TEACH. 
A NORMAL CLASS-BOOK. 


IT TREATS OF 


Bible Evtdences.,.................- by JoHN HALL, D.D. 
The Tabernacle,......... by E. P. HUMPHREY, D.D. 
Manncrs and Customs,....by W. H. GREN, D.D. 
Summary of Doctrine,...by F. L. Patton, D.D. 
How to Teach the Btble,..by J. BENNET TYLER. 

It is designed to be a HAND BOOK for Teach- 


ers, and for the especial use of TRAINING 
CLASSES. Large 12mo. Illustrated, Price, $1.75. 


Father Tompkins and his 
BIBLES. 
By Professor WILLis J. BEECHER, 


of Auburn Seminary. 


Under the garb of a pleasing narrative, it dis- 
cusses questions of* vital importance with regard 
to the Bible, and meets prevailing forms of doubt 
and skepticism as to the inspiration, credibility 
and authenticity of the Scriptures. Farmer Tomp- 
kins, with his “ Biblearium,” is a character that 
impresses itself upon the reader vividly. 1émo. 
Illustrated. Price, $1.25. 





Address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 








UST PUBLISHED by CASSELL, PETTER & 
GALPIN, 596 Broapway, N. Y., “THE BIBLE 
Story,” a beautiful new book for the young, con- 
tains all the leading points of the Biblein the 
words of the authorized version, printed in clear 
type, handsomely illustrated by “ Dore,” and ele- 
gantly bound. The most beautiful book of its 
kind. Ag Agents wanted everywhere to canvass 
this and other popular works from same house, 
PENNSYLVANIA AGENCY, 
10-13 247 So. Sixth St, Phila. 





DANGER)! secowsunes 
e House of a Friend. 
“A Remarkable Book’ —Arthur’s Latest and Greatest. 
The crowning work of this veteran of American 
literature has for its topic a subject affecting the 
social life of our whole people, and gives a terri- 
ble view of the evil it exposes. emely fasci- 
nating and sensational, it will be read with avidity 
by all. Illustrated and beauti . We are 
determined to introduce it into every family in 
the land, and offer unparalleled inducements to male 
and female canvassers, We want ageuts every- 
where, will send free, on application, terms and 
descriptive circulars. J. M. STODDART & CO, . 
723 Chestaut Street, Philadelphia, 8-4 





— BLENDING LIGHTS — 


Or, The Relations of Natural Science, Archxology 
and eee to the Bible. 

In these days of multiplied attacks upon the 
Bible, and through it uvon supernatural religion, 
there isacall for multiplied replies. 12mo. 376 pp. 
$2.00.—AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, New York. 
Philad’a, 1308 Chestnut St.—H. N. THISSELL. 

17-7-52 











Suudary Jittow 4 
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. a 

Mars f 
If you wish to add good Books to your Library 
(and certainly no others should ever find a place) 
a to one who knows just what and what not to 
send, 

If inconvenient to call, send old ae ag to 
os duplicating, and, if our selection should 

ail to please, will exchange. 

Our stock comprises every possible ae 
such as Commentaries, Maps, Cards, Singin ks, 
&e., &c., that you may need. Libera ‘ounts 
allowed, with immediate attention to all orders in 
or out ofthe city. Theological and other Books 
in great variety. 

w.D. WARD, 


10-13 150 Nassau St. (up-stairs), N. Y. 








IT WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 
If you wish any 
Sunday-School Library Books, Rewards 
or Requisites, 

to write for a Catalogue to 
PERKINPINE & HIGGINS, 
830 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 


and postpaid—TuE 
SENT FREES ae 


The Beverly Co., Chicago. 
426- 1st : 


17-7-26 

















NEWSPAPER 


ADVERTISING: 


We receive Advertisements for insertion in any 
Newspaper published in the United States. 

Advertisers should send for our lists and rates 
before closing contracts for theirSpring Advertis- 
ing. Estimates furnished on application. 

4@-Send for our Advertisers’ Reference Book. 
=z. H.CHANDLER & COQO., 
H. H. CHANDLER, ) 89 MADISON ST., 
W. 8. EDEs, CHICAGO, ILL. 
D. M. Lorp. f 17-9-4 








AGENTS WANTED FOR 
THE LIFE OF JESUS, 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


A work presenting Christ to the young in a 
more interesting and attractive manner than 
has ever before been done. Agents always suc- 
ceed with it, because nts will have it for 
their children. Con 550 quarto pages, ‘ud 





50 full- engravings. For territory, 
H. 8. PRED & CO., Puncestein, 14 Bak- 
cLaY St., Nsw YoRK. 8e12-26t 





ADIES AT HOME, AND MEN 
who have other business, wanted as agents. 
Novel plans, pleasant work, eoop Pay. Send 
8-cent stamp for particulars. THz GRAPHIC 
ComPany, 39-41 Park Place, New York. 19-2 


Voice Culture. 


Treatment of Stammering and all other Defects 
of Speech at 

1224 Chestnut St. by M. F. EATON, 
Professor in National School of Elocution and 
Oratory, 1418 Chestnut Street, Falisdelphis. a 














PEWSMITH'S SCHOOL 
WM. ;' 
Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
17-6-52 1008 Chestnut St., Philad’a, 
hy PRINTING PRESS—Just Out. Prints 
$10 a form 5 by 74 inches. send stamp for Cata- 
logue. W. C. EVANS, 50 N. 9th St., Phila. {10-13 


$5 2820 














Per Day at Home. Terms Free 
Address GEO. STINSON & CO., 
Portland, Maine. 


BE SURE AND CALL 
AT THE 


GREAT BOSTON 99 CENT STORE, 
227 North Eighth Street. 

Their list su anything ever befrre offered 
in the city, and includes a 5 variety of useful 
and ornamental = 227 North EIGHTH 8t., 
between Race and Vine. 17-8-13 








AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Southeast Corner of Fourth and Wainut Streets 
Established 1860, 
Asseta, January 1, 1875, $4,793,444.53. 
TRUSTEES. 


George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, 
Alexander Whilldin, Hon, Alex. G. Cattell. 
George Nugent, Isaac Hazlehurst, 
Hon. James Pollock, James L. Claghorn, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennet*. 


Albert C. Roberta, L. M. Whilldir , 
John Wanamaker. 


Sa” Charter Perpetual “Gs 
GEORGE W. HILL, President. 


JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary. 


17-6-L3e4w JOHN ©. SIMS, Actuary. 














1825. THE PENNSYLVANIA 1875. 


Fire Insurance Company, 
Philadelphia. 
Ancorpurated 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00. Assets, $1.572,139.92. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, Presideni. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 17-7-52 








AB BALLOON GAS REGULATO 1’ 


Is automatic, sensitive, simple in 

nstruction, durable, and instan'ane- 
ous in its action. It prevents all blow- 
ing and waste, all undue pressure on 
the pipes, secures steadiness of light and 


Saves from Twenty to Forty per ct. 
No gas consumer can afford to be without it. 








Agents wanted everywhere. 


ADAMS & STICKNEY, 
National Savings Bank, 
Washington, D. C. 


no} 
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< 











BANISH CUMBERSOME SETTEES. 
Send for 
Descriptive Circular of the 








The Arrangement Affording 
A Straight Seating for Lectures, 
A Curved Seating for Sunday-Schools. 


pe EVERYTHING GAINED—MONEY SAVED.-Gaa 
The National School Furniture Co., 


17-5-13 111 & 113 WiiuiaM St, N. Y 








Emblems, Sentences 
and Texts. 

Silk Banners $5 each. 
Banners for Interior De- 
eoration 83 each. 
Stenciling done to order. 


a@~ Send for Circular. -@% 
Tt. J. POTTER, 


ROOM 32 BIBLE HOUSE, 
7-10-45-7 NEw YORK, 


‘Coa 
fille assay 
weal and Zron Go, 


PRICK 5 COAL, 
MARCH, 1875. 


(Per Ton of 2240 lbs.) 









































In Yard. Delivered 

+ hag . -. $5.50 - $6.25 
gg, Stove, and ) x 

Small Stove, j $5.80 $6.55 

Chestnut, - - $4.75 - $5.50 

Pea, - - = $3:40 - $4.15 


BEST QUALITY, 
THOROUGHLY SCREENED AND PICKED. 
Orders received by mail or at any of the Com- 





pany's Offices in the city. Terms CASH, except 
by special agreement. 3-13 
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Insurance. 


THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSUR- 
ANCE SOCIETY. 


Does not the man who insures his life re- 
ceive personal benefits from his insurance ? 
Does he not receive an equivalent for the 
money he invests, in addition to what he is 
doing for others? Take the case of a cold- 
hearted and selfish man. He is working 
hard, because he has a family to support, 
His life is not insured ; therefore he is anxi- 
ous and careworn, while he is endeavoring 
to lay by a part of his income. He is anxi- 
ous, because his property accumulates slowly, 
and because he realizes that, if he should 
die suddenly, his family would be left with- 
out sufficient to live upon. He is anxious, 
too, because his success depends partly upon 
those who are connected with him in busi- 
ness; for if the active member of his firm 
should die, his business interests would 
suffer; or should the senior partner die 
and the capital which he has put into the 
business be withdrawn, the firm would be 
broken up, and his own prospects would be 
ruined, No one will deny that this man 
would be happy if these anxieties could be re- 
moved; and they certainly can be removed 
by life insurance. By spending a small 
sum each year for a policy of insurance he 
may leave to his family a much larger 
than he 


would be likely to leave by bis endeayors to 


amount of money at his death, 


lay aside a portion of his income yearly. 

There is a question which will arise in 
the mind of every intelligent person who 
begins to examine the subject of life in- 
surance. When a man has determined to 
be insured, he then asks himeelf: “ Where 
shall a policy be taken?’ The only answer 
to this question is,—From one of the large 
and well-established companies, having in- 
surances wide-spread over the country; one 
of those companies which have surmounted 
the many difficulties that have arisen in the 
past, and which have strength to withstand 
every shock in the fiiture. There are 
several companies of this character, and 
one of them is the Equitable Life Assur- 
ance Society of New York. 


ORMTLEMAE WISHES TO BUY. A FEW 
fine old-fashioned articles of House- 

hol Furniture and Mantle Ornaments, 

- ¥ sr 

Persons having such articles 

whether in wood or metal, will Peed ced 
nates and price to 

~J W. R, BLISS, P O. Box 555, New York City. 
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BY MAIL 
FREE ( sate, init particularly re- 


OF a ——— Rural ister 


oaeat aa Patees 

POSTAGE. Sntie Shabout charge te 
DAVID L SANDRETE & SON, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sund ty- School 


eerlft each su 

















I will send 12 petra 4 Plants for One Detar 
choice from 100 sorta) DL BALL OR EXPRESS. 
USTRATED C CATALOGUE, 

dencribing all the Plants & Seeds. 

Matied for 10 cts. each. Address 

° 'H, 645 Warren st., Boston, Mass- 


9-11-12 











REMIUM CHESTER WHITE PIGS.—$15 each, 
$28 a pair. Chester County MamMoTH Corn: 
and Imported Bab Oats. - tbs by mail, wi, 


Sample Pac 3 of Seeds 
po gs hs: 








Free for 2 stamps. Ad- 
Parkesburg, Chester Co , Pa. 





Mlways Fresh an 
DEN CALENDaR, fe 1875, contains descri 
priced lists of Vegetable, Flower and Grass Seeas, 


@ Reléable.—DKEER'S GAR- 
escriptive and 


ants, Bulbs, Novelties and every GARDEN RE- 

QuisiTE. Beautifully illustrated. Maiied free. 

Acdress HENRY A. eae Philadelphia, Pa. 
0-8—-36-6-— 18-6-12— 











WM. N. ATWOOD & SON. 


Furnishing Undertakers, 
Ne. 1216 RACE STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal awendance atany hour during 
the night or day; ’. JAMEs ATT ye 
17-10-52 








Advertising Department. 


=T H E= 


Sed Cantata 


—THE REPETITION— 


OF THE BEAUTIFUL CANTATA 


JESUS: FRIEND =CHILDREN 


Was given at Bethany, Thursday Evening, 
to a large and delighted auditory. 
Unless we are much mistaken, 

This Cantata will take rank among the Best 
Productions of its Class. 


er ex ka. Rew 





ne 
E have printed, in a neat pamphlet, 
the whole Cantata, Words and 
Music, and have it for sale at this 


Offiee—Price, 25 


* Cents per copy. 
Special Discounts will be made to Sunday- 
Schools and Societies desiring to give the 
piece. It is adapted to the capacity of 
almost every Sunday-School in the country. 


Cake A.COPP & CO. 
Successors to MRS. GEO. COPP, 

General Furnisaing Uadertakers, 
—i5 VINE 81 REET.— 17-11-52 


; JAMES McKNIGHT, 
sve tama | Fopuishing ll 











A. J. BA 
H. D. Stuarp 
cor, 19th and Filbert Sta, Phila. 








MONUMENTAL MARBLE WORKS. 


| J. WATERHOUSE 
1891 ARCH Street. 


CONTRACTS MADE FOR VAULTE# 
AND RAILINGS, 


MARBLE ver 
| general. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
BELL FOUNDERS, 


TROY, N. Y¥. 
anufacture a superior quality of BELLS. 


CHURCH and CHAPEL BELLS a specialt 
a@@> Iliustraied Catalogue sent free. 17-1-5 


| 
| 
| 
i 














UNKLE’S MAGIC HAIR RESTORER 
contains no sulphur, lead, silver, dirt, or 

; does not crisp the hair or poison the 

Gram ;' restores resceagrey ¢s pa. red, light or faded 
hair to a beauti glossy brown or black, in 
from one to >s a ications Each bottie war- 
ranted or mone nded. Sent to any address 

on receipt of ce, $1 per bottle. Applied free of 
aoe = the spot arid Office, 916 VINE STREET. 
Try it. M@m State where you saw this card, 17-8-52 








A Beautiful Set of ¢ Gum ‘Teeth $15, ¥ war- 
ranted equal vgs made; solid gold fill- 
i $3 ; silver fi New York Rooms, 
lished 1851. Dr. ben. 262 6th Avenue. 
17-7-52 



















ASTHMA, 


HOOPING at any “Ml 
CROUP, and Lm one ets cured by 
Delavau’s Whoo Bemedy. 
Sold at 6th and W: sen Phila” apl&-52t 











MONEY “v2 east] made b Las TEAS at IMPOR- 

"PRICES Tey up clubs in 

towns and eon Ae for the < ol ea Company 

in America. Greatest inducement. Send for cir- 

cular. CANTON TEA CO., 148 Chambers St ee Y. 
~4 











EA AGENTS “WANTED EVERYWHERE. —tThe 
choicest in the world—Importers’ prices— 
largest weryboay in America—staple article— 
y—trade increasing—best induce- 

seeainsdentt waste time—send for Circular to 
st bee 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O. Box 1287. 








unite with CHASE CITY COLONY, founded 

Northern men and named after Chief Justice 

Chase. Good society, churches and schools. Cir- 
Chase Colony 


Dean GO WEST. but COME SOUTH and 


culars free. Address Avsociat: 
Chase City, Mecklenburg Co., Va 8-4 


CONSTANT EMPLOYMENT **cr rence. 


$30 a week warranted. tal required. Par- 
ticulars and valuable t+ -. — free. Address, 


with 6c. return sta’ ak 
10-13 OSS, Williamsburgh, N. Y. 


LWAYS ask your shoemaker for the PATENT 
“nt BUTTON. They cannot come off. 
17-6-12 











At Some, Male 
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All Sunday-School Workers, 
ALL SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
All the Readers of the Times 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining, ant Ice reall ROOMS | of 


9 44 > a eet Toe” 
Fl yt reet, 17-6-52 








G. P. N. SADLER. Cc. E. B. URCH. 
SADLER & URCH, 


Architects, Surveyors and Draughtsmen, 
725 Sansom Street (Room 3), Phila. 
Referencées.—Jas. R. Cummins, 723 Sansom St. ; 
Tatlow Jackson, 520 Wa! St.; Francis L 4 
foot, 20 North Seventh 8t.; W. Canby. | N. W. 
4th and Walnut 'N. Black, Hog Island, 
a? Co.; A. I. Wom orf, C. & M. E., ., Pottsville, 





LEAKY ROOFS 


Easily made water-tight with Glines’ Slate Paint, 
which saves re-shingling, contains no tar, is ex- 
tremely cheap, practi fire-proof, very orna- 
mental, and endorsed by Public Institutions, Corpo- 
rations and leading men in al sections. Send for 
Book Circular of Home references\and full particu- 
lars, to Box 1761 N. Y. Roofs made water-tight, 
or no cha N. ¥. SLATE RooFING Co., 49 South 
Front St, hila. 17-9-4e0W 








BUCHEYE RELL a 


Superior Beils of Co 
mounted with the ete I 
ings, for Churches, Schools, 











VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
107 end 104 Kast Second 5t.,Cincunnedd 








ELLWOOD CARPET CLEANING 
AND SCOURING COMPANY. 

C ARPETS Taken up, Shaken and Relaid. 
Cleaned upon the Floor. 


Office, 506 West Twenty-jirst St. 
West of 10th Avenue, 
New York. 
10 


JOSEPH WELLWOOD, Prop’r. 





OF ANY, 
OF ALL 


the religious weeklies that claim the attention 
of Christian people, none are more 
deserving than 


The Sunday-School Times, 


The Sunday-School Times, 


It is a grand good paper for the Christian 
home as well as for the Sabbath-school. It 
is not a “children’s paper,” at all, as that 
term is technically used, but it has some- 
thing in it for the children. And while it 
2 a 41 for general religious reading in the 

, and among all classes, its great distinc- 
tion is, nevertheless, that it is a paper for 


LIVE CHRISTIAN WORKERS, 


in every department of earnest labors for 
Christ; and especially where such laborers are 
sure to be found, most actively and earnestly 
engaged in 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


It is emphatically the Sunday-school teachers’ 
and workers’ organ, containing everything that 
an inquiring, zealous, » growing Sunday-school 
man or woman can need in the way. of 


NEWS, 

LESSON NOTES, 
CONCERT EXERCISES, 
HELPS AND COUNSELS, 

BLACKBOARD SKETCHES, 
WARNINGS and ENCOURAGEMENTS, 
METHODS AND RESULTS, 
HINTS AND DIRECTIONS, 
THOUGHTS AND FACTS, 
ADDRESSES 

by leading Sunday-school teachers. 
IN SHORT, EVERYTHING 
that comes within the — of a great 
metropolitan religious and family journal, 
having especial leanings toward the inter- 


ests of the rising generation, is to be found 
in the columns of 


The Sunday-School Times, 
The Sunday-School Times, 


1s 
Full to the Brim, 
every week, with 














Pare, Bich, Fresh, Wise, 
True, | Brave, | Joyous, Warm, 
bit, | ‘Soa | sie Hopeful, 
Happy, beh, Lively, Cheery, 
ie tin, Solid, Winsome, 
Good, ery Royal, Helpful 


(Send for Sample Copy.) 


Terms: $2 a year in advance. 
( With Large Reductions to Clubs.) 
SEE TERMS. 





Address, 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 








Advertising Rates, 
[O ADVERTISERS. 


| No Advertisement will be inserted in 
| “THE TIMES” that does not explain 
y its whole meaning on its face, and that is 
not guaranteed by a responsible name. 
The Prices of Advertising ere: 
EACH INSERTION (per line) - 25 cts. 
For 3 5 per cent. discount, 
For 6 months, 10 “ “ 


“ “ 











months, 


For 12 months, 20 
Business Notices—Special Rates. 
Cuts and Extra Displays—Special Rates. 
Copy for Advertisements must be on hand “s\ 1 
by Saturday of each week. 
—ADDRESS— 


FOHN WANAMAKER, 
_PUBLISHER,— 


610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
304 Feurth Avenue, New York. 








